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Preface 
 

The distinctive and novel features of Santali language have been documented long time 
ago by the Christian missionaries. However, majority of these documents remained out of 
reach of common Santals because they were mostly research-oriented, and as a result, 
they remained confined mostly to academic and research circles. The invention of Ol 
Chiki script during 1930s by Pandit Raghunath Murmu has created a new era for Santali 
language and its literatures. With regard to the suitability of other scripts, viz., Roman, 
Devanagri, Bengali, and Oriya, for writing Santali, Ol Chiki script not only plugged their 
deficiencies, but also brought the Santali literatures nearer to ordinary Santals.  Since it is 
based on the same sound-word approximation principle from which many of the words of 
Santali language themselves have originated, Ol Chiki became immensely popular among 
ordinary Santals.  The use of DTP technology during the 90s for Ol Chiki script greatly 
increased the activities of writing more and more Santali books and magazines. The 
availability of free Ol Chiki fonts in 2002 propelled these activities further. However, 
acute needs for ready-to-use Santali dictionary and grammar in Ol Chiki are often  felt in 
this process. In order to fulfill these requirements, a humble effort has been made by the 
authors to bring out a preliminary  English-Santali and Santali-English dictionary in Ol 
Chiki that can be  commonly used in day-to-day life by Santali as well as non-Santali 
speakers. These dictionaries are essentially incomplete, but will be gradually updated to 
make them complete as far as possible. The authors sincerely hope that the present work  
will immensely benefit the readers and enthusiasts  of Santali language. 
 
 

R. C. Hansdah & N. C. Murmu 
Bangalore, India 

22nd   November, 2003 
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Abbreviations: The following 
abbreviations have been used in the book 
to denote the parts of speech of a word. 
 

Name of Parts of 
Speech 

English  Santali 

Abbreviations 
used 

Noun QUnUm n. 
Pronoun UQUm pron. 
Adjective GUnUn adj. 
Transitive 
verb 

onoG 
KAnWA 

vt. 

Intransitive 
verb 

EnED 
KAnWA 

vi. 

Adverb TonoZ adv. 
Conjunction TonoF conj. 
Gerund ---- ge. 
Present 
participle 

---- prpa. 

Past 
participle 

---- papa. 

Preposition ---- prep. 
 

Conventions: The following 
conventions  have been used to describe 
the meanings of a word: First, the word 
is given followed by dash. Then, the 
abbreviated form of the parts of speech 
of the word is given, and this is 
immediately followed by a sequence of 
meanings of the word separated by 
semicolon corresponding to the parts of 
speech of the word. The meaning of the 
word corresponding to another parts of 
speech is again started with the 
abbreviated form of the parts of speech. 
Nothing is implied by the sequence of 
meanings, i.e., they need not be 
synonyms. Sometimes, the specialized 
meaning of the main word that is 
qualified using an adjective or derived 
from it is also given in the same 
paragraph using the same convention. 
Also, only the most useful meanings of a 
word that may or may not include all its 
meanings have been given. 
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a 
 
add – vt. SELED; 
addition – n. SELED;  
address – n. BUtA.; tHIKA.nA;  
adjective – n. GUnUn; 
adverb – n. TonoZ; 
all – adj. SAnAm; JoTo; JAKAT;  
angle – n. KOnA; KoNM;  
animal – n. JAnWoR;  
association – n. SEmLED;  
 
b 
 
bad – adj. BA.ZIJ; BAF_tHIK; 
beginning – ge.  ETohoB; EhoB;  
big – adj. SE:MA; mARAF;  
bird – n. CE:ME.;  
black – adj. hE:DE.; 
blacken – vt.  hE:DE.;  
blue – adj. LIL; 
boil – vt., vi. hE:dE.J; hEdEJ;   
bone – n. JAF;  
book – n. PoToB; PUTHI; 
boy – n. KoZA GIDX_RA.; BA.BU 
GIDX_RA.;  

brain – n. hATAF; BHEJA;  
break – vt., vi. RA.PUD; 
bring – vt. A.GU; 
broken – adj. RA.PUD;  
 
c 
 
cat – n. PUSI;  
chief minister – n. SIRA. monTRI;  
child – n. GIDX_RA.; hoPon; 
collection – n. JARWA; JAWRA;  
column – n. TINGU THAR;  
colour – n., vt. RoF;  
complete – adj. PURA.; vt. SA.T; 
CABA;  

compose – vt. GABAn; 
composition – n. GABAn;  
conjunction – n. TonoF; 
consonant – n. KECED AZAF;  

continuous – adj. CoLoT; 
count – vt. LEKHA; vi. BHoRSA;  
country – n., adj. DISom;  
cry – n., vi. RAG;  
 
d 
 
dance – n., vi. EnEJ; 
decide – vt. tHA.WKA.;  
decision – n. tHA.WKA.; 
depend – vi. BHoRSA;   
digit – n. EL;  
direction – n. PAStA; PAhtA; 
SED; DISA.; 

divide – vt. hA.tIQ; BHAGX; 
JUZU;  

dividend – n. hAtAMCA;  
divider – n. hAtAMhA; 
division – n. hAtAM; hA.tIQ; 
BHAGX;  

do – vt.  KoRAW; KA.mI;  
dog – n. SETA;  
drink – n.  QU~ JInIS;  vt. QU~;  
drop – n. tHoP; BUNDX; vt., vi. QUR;  
dry – adj., vt., vi. RohoZ;  
 
e 
 
eat – vt., vi. Jom; 
eatable – n. Jom; Jom_QU~; adj. 
JomAG JANhAN Jom 
DAZEGoG_A;  

eight – n., adj. IRA.L;  
eighth – adj. IRA.LAG; IRA.LIJ;   
end – n., vt., vi. mUCA.D;  
environment – n. SACARhE; 
example – n. QECEL; 
 
f 
 
fact – n. SA.RI KATHA;  
fan – n. PAFKHA; 
far – adj. SA:GIQ;   
fast –  adv.  LoGon;  
fat – n. ITIL; CoRBI; adj. motA;  
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fifth – adj. moMEYAG; moMEYIJ; 
fight – n., vi. TAPAm;  
figure – n. RUP; CHoBI;  
finish – vt. SA.T; CABA;  
fire – n. SE:GE.L; vi. tHU;  
first – adj. mAMAF; mAMAFAG; 
PUYLUWAG; mAMAFIJ; 
PUYLUYIJ; mIDAG; mIDIJ;  

fish – n. hA.KU;  
five – n. moME; adj. moME; moME 
GotEJ; 

fly – n. Ro~; vi. UdA.W; 
food – n. Jom, Jom_QU~; JomAG; 
Jom_QUWAG;  

form – n. RUP; vt, vi. .  BE.nAW;  
four – n. PUn; adj. PUn; PUnYA.;  
fourth – adj. PUnA.G; PUnIJ; 
fox – n. TUYU;  
frog – n. RotE;  
fry – n., vt. BHA.JI;  
function – n. KA.mI; 
future – adj. DARAY; AGAm; 
 
g 
 
garden – n. BAGAn; 
gather – vt., vi. JARWA; JAWRA;  
gender – n. JAnAF; masculine 

gender – n. KoZA JAnAF; 
feminine gender – n. KUZI 
JAnAF; neuter gender – n. hAD 
JAnAF; common gender – n. 
JA.T JAnAF; 

geography – n. oTno;  
girl – n. KUZI GIDX_RA.; mA.Y 
GIDX_RA.;  

give – vt. Em; 
go – vi. SEn; CALAW;  
good – adj. BES; 
grammar – n. RonoZ; 
 
h 
 
heap – n. PUNJI;  
hill – n. BURU; dUNGX_RI;  

history – n. nAGAm; 
 
i 
 
imprison – vt. JIhoL;  
include – vt. ANGoC;  
interjection – n. hAnAW; 
intransitive – adj. onoG; 
 
j 
 
jail – n. JIhoL;  
join – n., vt., vi. KHoNJA; 
joint – n. KHoNJA;  
 
k 
 
keep – vt. Doho;  
kind (type) – n. ToRon;  
kind – adj. DoYALU;  
know – vt. BAdAY; BAZAY;  
 
l 
 
language – n. RoZ; BHASA; 
laugh – vi.  LANDA; 
law – n. nIYom; KA.nUn;  
length – n. JHA.L;  
lengthen – vt.  JHA.L;  
life – n. JIWI~; JIBon;  
live – vi. TANhEn;  
line – n. GAR; 
literature – n. SAVhED;  
long – adj. JHA.L 
lubricate – vt. SUnUm;  
 
m 
 
man (human being) – n. hoZ; 
man (as a male) – n. KoZA;  
marriage – n. BAPLA;  
mathematician – n. ELKHARIYA.;  
mathematics – n. ELKHA;  
meat – n. JIL;  
medicine – n. RAn;  
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meet – vi. QAPAm;  
meeting – n. mIDUn;  
milk – n. TOWA; ToWA; vt. 
DUhA.W;  

motion – n. CoLoT; 
mountain – n. BURU;  
mud – n. LoSoD; 
 
n 
 
name – n., vt. QUTUm;  
news – n. KHoBoR;  
nine – n., adj. ARE;  
ninth – adj. AREYAG; AREYIJ;  
noun – n. QUnUm;  
now – adv. nIToG; nIToF; nIT;  
number (in grammar) – n. GotAn; 

singular number – n. mID 
GotAn; dual number – n. BAR 
GotAn; plural number – n. SANGE 
GotAn;  

number (in mathematics) – n. 
LEKHA;  

 
o 
 
object – n. JoToS;  
oceanography – n. DoRYATno;  
oil – n., vt. SUnUm;  
old – adj. mARE; mAREnAG;  
one – n.  mID; adj. mID;  mIDtIJ; 
 
p 
 
page – n. SAhtA; 
parts of speech – n. PA.RIS; 
past – n., adj. EnAF; SEDAY; 
PA.hIL;  

perfect – adj. SA.TA.n; 
person (in grammar) – n. GoRon; 

first person – n. mAMAF GoRon; 
second person – n. SAmAF 
GoRon; third person – n. SA:GIQ 
GoRon; 

person – n. hoZ;  

picture – n. CHoBI;  
place – n. JAYGA; vt. tHANV;  
point – n. tUdA.G; BInDU; vi. 
UDUG;  

position – n. tHANV;  
postposition – n. GA:nA.t;  
preface – n. onoZ;  
present – adj. nITAF; nAhAG;  
president – n. PARSET;  
press – vt. oTA;  
previous – adj. PA.hIL; mAMAF;  
prime minister – n. mARAF 
monTRI;  

prison – n. JIhoL;   
procession – n. mICHIL;  
pronoun – n. UQUm;  
 
q 
 
queen – n. RA.nI;  
quotient – n. hAZA; JUZU;  
 
r 
 
rat – n. GUdU; CUtU; SARGA; 
CUNDX;  

recognition – n. UPURUm;  
red – adj. ARAG;  
relation – n. SA.GA.Y;  
remainder – n. hAtAMSA; 
SAREJ;  

root – n. REhED; BUtA; PHEZAT; 
JAF; 

row – n. GITIJ THAR;  
rule – n. nIYom;  
 
s 
 
save – vt. BAQCAW;  
schedule – n. DHAP;  
school – n. ASnA;  
science – n. SANMES;  
search – vt., vi. PAnTE;   
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second – adj. BARAG; DoSARAG; 
BARIJ; DoSARIJ; DoSAR; mID 
SE.KE.nd SomoY;  

secretary – n. SUTRET; assistant 
secretary – n. JoGo SUTRET;  

see – vt., vi. QEL;  
seed – n. JAF; ITA.;  
send – vt. BHEJA;  
sentence – n. A.YA.T;  
set – n. JARWA; JAWRA;  
seven – n., adj. EYAY;  
seventh – adj. EYAYAG; EYAYIJ;  
share – n. JUZU; hA.tIQ; BHAGX; 
hAZA; vt. hA.tIQ; BHAGX; 

shoe – n. PAnAhI; JUTA.;  
sin – n., vi.  PAP;  
sinner – n. PA.PI;  
sit – vi. DUZUB;  
six – n., adj. TURUY;  
sixth – adj. TURUYAG; TURUYIJ;  
sleep – n., vi. JA.PID; 
slim – adj., vi. PATLA; moRA;  
small – adj. hUdIQ; 
smell – vt. JI~; n., vi. So~;  
smile – n., vi. LANDA;  
smoke – n. DHUNVA; vi. PUNGI QU~;  
snake – n. BIQ;  
society – n. SAVTA;  
soil – n., vi.  hASA;  
soul – n. JIWI~;  
sound – n., vi.  SAdE; SAZE;  
space – n. PHADA; JAYGA; 
speak – vt., vi. RoZ; mEn;  
student – n. CETETIYA.; 
CEDoGIJ;  

subject – n. mUTA.n; 
subtract – vt. BHEGED;  
subtraction – n. BHEGED;  
 
t 
 
take – vt. IDI;  
tall – adj. USUL;  
talk – vi. RoZ; BHASon Em; 
tea – n. CA;  

teach – vt. PAZhAW;   
teacher – n. mACET; 
tell – vt. RoZ; mEn;  
ten – n., adj. GEL;  
tenth – adj. GELAG; GELIJ;  
tense – n. nAF;  
thing – n. JInIS;  
third – adj. PEYAG; TESARAG; 
PEYIJ; TESARIJ; TESAR;  

three – n. PE;  adj. PE; PEYA;  
throw – vt. CAPAD;  
tiger – n. TA.RUB;  
time – n. tAZAF; SomoY; oKTo;  
transitive – adj. EnED;  
two – n. BAR; adj. BAR; BARYA;  
 
u 
 
understand – vt., vi. BUJHA.W;  
 
v 
 
verb – n. KAnWA;  
village – n. A.TU;  
vowel – n. RAhA AZAF;  
volcano – n. SE:GE.L BURU;  
 
w 
 
war – n. LA.ZhA.Y; JUDXDHo~;  
water – n. DAG;  
white – adj. PUNM;  
wire – n. TAR;  
woman – n. KUZI~; old woman – n. 
BUZhI; BUdHI;  

word – n. A.ZA.;  
write – vt., vi. oL;  
writer – n. onoLIYA.;  
 
x 
 
y 
 
z 


