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Preface to the Initial Edition 
 

After it became known to many people that the writing of this report is in progress, there has 
been an increasing demand to publish the report early. However, due to lack of time, we have not 
been able to write a substantial part of it. But the part dealing with the analysis of verb structures 
in Santali, and the synthesis of affirmative simple sentences is more or less complete. In order to 
meet the various requirements of people dealing with Santali language, and to get an early 
feedback on the part of the report that is already complete, we have decided to make it available. 
Feedback on the already completed part will help us to rewrite the full version, which is expected 
to be ready soon, in a more comprehensive form. Besides, we sincerely hope that this initial 
version will be useful to all the people who are involved in the development of Santali language, 
and who are very much interested to know more about Santali language. 
 
 

R. C. Hansdah & N. C. Murmu 
Bangalore, India 
8th March, 2005 

 
 
 



 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                                vi 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                          

A Framework for Learning and Understanding Santali in 
Ol Chiki Script 

 
 

R. C. Hansdah 
Dept. of Computer Science & Automation 

Indian Institute of Science 
Bangalore - 560012 

India 
E-mail: hansdah@csa.iisc.ernet.in 

 

N. C. Murmu 
Tribology Group 

CMERI, Mahatma Avenue 
Durgapur - 713209 

India 
E-mail: ncmurmu@yahoo.com 

 
 

Wesanthals e-group Technical Report No. 1 
Version No. 1.00 

http://www.wesanthals.org/ 
wesanthals@yahoo.com 

March 8, 2005 
 
 

Abstract – This report aims to achieve the following objectives. Firstly, a non-Santali 
speaker should be able to get a good overview of Santali language after going through it. 
Secondly, the presentation  in this report should provide a good reference material for analyzing 
Santali language. Thirdly, it should provide a versatile framework for translating Santali into 
English, and vice versa. This would greatly help in writing good technical articles in Santali, and 
thereby, help to enrich Santal society with knowledge.  Towards achieving these goals, we have 
identified those features of Santali language which are very much central to understanding its 
syntax and semantics. The first of these features is that  Santali has built-in mechanisms to 
emphasize parts of a sentence. The second such feature is that it has two broad classes of verb 
structures which do not really correspond to active and passive voice of English, and therefore, 
they need to be understood independent of these concepts. The third point is that it is essential to 
identify the principal and auxiliary verb component of each and every verb structure so that their 
semantics can be properly understood. To identify the principal and auxiliary verb component of 
verb structures, we have provided a general verb structure source, which is more general than that 
exists currently,  and from which almost all verb structures  that are spoken can be derived. Using 
this verb structure source, we have identified the source of most verb structures, defined their 
syntax, interpreted them with the most probable semantics, and divided each of them into 
principal and auxiliary verb component. This analysis has also enabled us to identify verb 
structures which, in our opinion, should be translated as passive  voice while translating them into 
English.  While translating an English verb structure into Santali, the same concepts may be 
applied to identify the corresponding Santali verb structure. Finally, we have also presented a 
brief overview of  how to construct more complex sentences in Santali. 
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1 Introduction 
 

There have been many works[1, 2, 4, 5] in the last century to understand and document 
Santali language, and yet it is very difficult for a non-Santali speaker to learn it easily, and even 
for a Santali speaker to analyze it properly. In addition, these works have not been carried out 
with a view to teach Santali. Santali is a distinct and an interesting language with its own features, 
and belongs to the Munda group in the Austro-Asiatic family of languages. One of  the features is 
that it has built-in mechanisms to emphasize parts of a sentence. This feature of Santali is well 
recognized in literature[1, 3, 4], but it has not been dealt with enough details. As a result, it has 
not been possible to exploit this feature of  Santali language for the purpose of understanding and 
teaching it. In Santali, a word can be emphasized in some sense using another word that follows 
the first word. Hence, it is appropriate to recognize words of the latter category as a separate parts 
of speech in Santali,  and we would term such words as emphasizers. In the process, a word of 
the latter category may  get merged with the word that precedes it. Sufficient examples would be 
given later to illustrate this feature of Santali. 

English and many Indic Languages have the concept of active and passive voice in verbs. In 
the active voice, it is the subject which is important, and in the passive voice, it is the object that 
is important. In a sense, this is a mechanism to emphasize what is important in a sentence. This 
also gives rise to two classes of verb structures which can be easily recognized. In the rest of this 
report, by a verb structure, we shall mean the sequence of words which are spoken to denote the 
action  represented by it. Santali also has two distinct classes of verb structures which are easily 
recognizable, and this fact has also been noted in other works[4, 5]. But since Santali already has 
other mechanisms to emphasize parts of a sentence,  it is reasonable to think about what these two 
distinct classes of verb structures may correspond to. In the previous works[1, 2, 5],  attempts 
have made to understand them using existing concept of grammar such as voice, but anomalies 
still persist. For example,  there are many intransitive verbs which may take one form, and there 
are also a large number of other intransitive verbs which may take the other form. Still worse, 
there are some intransitive verbs which may assume both forms. In this report, we have 
interpreted these two classes of verb structures in Santali in a different way, and show that this 
interpretation leads to the understanding of Santali in a natural way. The basis of this 
interpretation is that the form of a verb structure in  Santali depends on how much the subject is 
involved in  performing the action represented by the verb. In the first type of verb structure,  the 
subject is not much involved energetically in performing the action represented by the verb, and 
so, we term the form of such a verb structure as weak form. There are varieties of weak forms of 
verb structures which are described later. We shall refer to a verb structure in  weak form as 
weak verb structure, and we say that the verb structure is of weak type.  Verbs which can be 
used in weak forms of verb structures only are called weak verbs. In the second type of verb 
structure, the subject is very much involved energetically in performing the action represented by 
the verb, and hence, we term the form of such a verb structure as strong form. There are several 
kinds of strong forms of verb structures described later in the report. We shall refer to a verb 
structure in  strong form as strong verb structure, and we say that the verb structure is of strong 
type.  Verbs which can be used in strong forms of verb structures are called strong verbs. It is to 
be noted that a strong verb may be used in weak forms of verb structures in other sentences. This 
interpretation permits even an intransitive verb to be used in both weak and strong forms of verb 
structures depending on how much the subject is involved in performing the action represented by 
the verb. It is to be noted that the concept of weak and strong forms of Santali verb structures is 
not a substitute for the concept of voice, but it is another dimension to understand the verb 
structures of Santali language. In fact, we may now be able to characterize with more clarity as 
to which verb structures are active, and which are passive. 
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Grammars of most languages have the concept of principal verb and auxiliary verb in a verb 
structure. In the previous works on Santali language, not much attempts have been made to 
separate the principal and auxiliary component of a verb structure in Santali. This may be one 
reason why it has been difficult for a non-Santali speaker to grasp Santali easily. In this report, we 
have done this separation for all verb structures in Santali, and it considerably helps in 
understanding the syntax and semantics of sentences in Santali. A verb structure in Santali is 
fairly complex. It is not enough to decompose  a verb structure into principal and auxiliary part 
for understanding it. The principal component of a verb structure contains a main verb in some 
form, and it may also contain a few other words that qualify the main verb in a certain way.  This 
feature is present in most languages, but in Santali language, it occurs extensively, and the kind of 
qualification also varies widely.  As a result, it is fair to consider the words of the latter category 
as belonging to a separate parts of speech in Santali, and we term  them as verb qualifiers  rather 
than just as a kind of adverb. An auxiliary verb in Santali may also be composed of many words.  
Initially, we have considered only those auxiliary verbs that have minimal number of words.  In 
this way, we obtain the main auxiliary verbs of Santali. Subsequently, we consider other auxiliary 
verbs each of which can be obtained from a main auxiliary verb after adding a word to the main 
auxiliary verb or substituting a word for a part of the main auxiliary verb. This approach 
considerably reduces the complexity of understanding Santali language. 

In the above, we have outlined the approach that we are going to adopt in order to analyze the 
basic structures of sentences in Santali, and give their corresponding meanings in English. The 
emphasis is on understanding the structures of verb formations of Santali as it is central to the 
understnading of Santali language itself.  As far as possible, we have attempted to give a correct 
English translation of each sentence in Santali given as examples. However,  since exact 
translation is not always feasible, there is a possibility of  errors creeping in the translation due to 
various reasons such as oversight, inadequate understanding of the semantics etc., and, 
suggestions to rectify these errors(if any) are very much welcome.  The rest of the report is 
organized as follows. In section 2, we give a brief description of Ol Chiki letters. Section 3 
discusses the various parts of speech in Santali using examples. Section 4 analyzes the basic 
structure of simple sentences using only the main auxiliary verbs and principal verbs without verb 
qualifiers, and gives their corresponding meanings in English. In section 5, we analyze structures 
of additional simple sentences that have more complex auxiliary verbs. Section 6 describes 
various kinds of main verbs and verb qualifiers and their use in constructing simple sentences. In 
section 7,  we give examples of how to construct other kinds of sentences such as negative 
sentences, interrogative sentences etc. along with their meanings. In section 8, we briefly describe 
various kinds of postpositions, adverbs and conjunctions in  Santali together with examples 
showing their use in composing sentences. Section 9 concludes the report with directions for 
future work.  

2 Ol Chiki Letters 
 

In the following, a brief description of Ol Chiki letters is given. 
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3 Parts Of Speech 
 

In this section, we shall elaborate upon the concepts introduced  in section 1, and describe the 
various parts of speech in Santali illustrating them using examples. In all the tables, we use the 
convention that the first English sentence  following a sentence in Santali is the translation of the 
sentence in Santali into English, assuming that even the multiple column tables are read row 
wise.  Additional written materials in English(if any) following the sentence in English are the 
explanation of the translation. 

3.1 Emphasizers Corresponding  to Nouns and Pronouns in the Subject  
 

Consider the simple sentence in the table  3.1 given below. 
 I~QIQ [IQ+IQ] SEnoG A| 

I shall go. 
 

Table 3.1 
 

In the above example, IQ is the pronoun corresponding to pronoun ‘I’, SEn is the verb in 
base form corresponding to verb ‘to go’ and used in the suffixed form SEnoG, and A is the 
auxiliary verb. Vertical bar is the symbol for full stop. It is to be noted that SEn is not 
semantically equivalent to ‘to go’, but its meaning  is  similar  to that of only  ‘go’ if ‘go’ is 
purely taken as verb rather than as a sentence in imperative mood. However, for the sake of 
convenience, we would say that SEn means ‘to go’, and use this phrase for all the verbs.  In 
Santali, it is mandatory that a suffix corresponding to animate subject is appended either to the 
verb or to the parts of speech preceding it with a few exceptions which are later explained in 
section 4.3.12 . The parts of speech where the suffix is appended is emphasized. In the above 
case, IQ is the suffix for IQ, and is appended to the subject itself. ~ indicates that the 
pronunciation of I preceding it is lengthened, and this happens because of concatenation. In the 
above, the subject is emphasized, and that is why pronoun ‘I’ is emphasized in the translation. 
However, while doing actual translation from Santali to English, the words corresponding to 
emphasized words in Santali need not be italicized since the concept of emphasis is very much 
different in English from that in Santali. We call a suffix corresponding to animate subject a 
bound emphasizer since it corresponds to the subject. The above sentence can be rewritten as 
follows to emphasize the verb SEn. 
 IQ SEnoG A.Q [A+IQ]| 

I shall go. 
 

Table 3.2 
 

In the above two tables, we have also used a convention whereby the text within a square bracket 
in a sentence shows the constituent words from which the preceding  word(s) has(have) been 
derived, and this convention would be used throughout the remaining part of the report. An 
extremely important point about the pronunciation of a word which is derived from the 
constituent words is that the pronunciation of the word is normally different from that of the word 
which can possibly be obtained using some kind of phonetic combination of the constituent 
words. Hence, the text within a square bracket in a sentence only specifies the source of the 
preceding word, and is not meant to specify how  it should be pronounced. The pronunciation of 
such words has been standardized over centuries, and we write them as they are pronounced. To 
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put it another way, it is wrong to write such a word in a way that would attempt to get its 
pronunciation from those of its constutuent words. The reason for this is that such practice would 
result in a word whose pronunciation is different from that of  the original word which is actually 
spoken. Hence, we shall not try to understand how the pronunciation of a word has been derived 
from those of its constituent words even if its pronunciation is similar to a combination of theirs.  

Since the subject is already implicit in the verb in the above sentence, it can be rewritten 
without any loss of information in an abbreviated form as follows. 
 SEnoG A.Q [A+IQ]| 

I shall go. 
 

Table 3.3 
 

This is the most commonly used form in case of first and second person subjects, and in fact, the 
absence of the subject in true form does increase the emphasis on the verb. But the subject in its 
original form is always implicitly present. Any analysis that does not assume the presence of the 
subject in true form is incorrect. Also, the presence of a bound emphasizer in a sentence does, in 
fact, characterize that  it is a complete  simple sentence with animate subject. This is all the more 
true because there could be varieties of subjects, say, of type third person and singular number, 
and it is not possible to omit them as all will have the same bound emphasizer. That is, we cannot 
make out the subject of third person type from its bound emphasizer. The example in the table 3.4 
given below clearly illustrates this point. 
 SEnoG AY [A+E]| 

He or Ram or Shyam or Somebody else will go. 
 

Table 3.4 
 

In the above sentence, SEn is the main verb and used as principal verb in the form of SEnoG, 
and A is the auxiliary verb suffixed with the bound emphasizer E corresponding to a subject of 
third person singular number type. It can be seen from the example that it is not possible to figure 
out the subject in this case from the bound emphasizer. 

In any case, only the verb or the parts of speech preceding the verb can be emphasized. 
Consider the example in the table 3.5 given below. 
 IQ BAJARIQ [BAJAR+IQ] SEnoG A| 

I shall go to the market. 
 

Table 3.5 
 

In the above sentence, BAJAR means ‘market’, and it is emphasized. Also, we cannot remove IQ from BAJAR and replace IQ by I~QIQ. However, we can definitely emphasize the verb SEn instead of noun BAJAR. 
If the sentence is negative, then, in most sentences, only the word making the sentence 

negative can be emphasized.  Such words always occur just before the verb. This is illustrated in 
the example given below. 
 IQ BAJAR BA.Q [BAF+IQ] SEnoG A| 

I shall not go to the market. 
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Table 3.6 
 

In the above sentence, only BAF can be suffixed with IQ resulting in BA.Q.  
Even though only the verb or the parts of speech preceding the verb can be emphasized using 

a bound emphasizer, it would be possible to emphasize any part of speech in affirmative 
sentences by suitably rearranging the words of a sentence. The table 3.7 given below illustrates, 
using examples, how this can be done. 
 IQ BAJARIQ [BAJAR+IQ] SEnoG A| 1. 

I shall go to the market. IQ BAJAR SEnoG A.Q [A+IQ]| 2. 
I shall go to the market. I~QIQ SEnoG A BAJAR| 3. 
I shall go to the market. 

 
Table 3.7 

 
For the negative sentences, such rearrangements cannot be used to emphasize any part of speech 
since the word making the sentence negative would always occur immediately preceding the verb 
in all sentences. Also, in many sentences, only the word making the sentence negative can be 
emphasized. 

For each of the personal pronouns in Santali, there is a corresponding bound emphasizer, and 
for the subjects which are animate nouns, the emphasizers are the same as those of the 
corresponding personal pronouns in third persons. Santali has three numbers for nouns and 
pronouns, viz., single, dual, and plural. In addition, there are two forms of personal pronouns in 
the first person in dual and plural number. The table  3.8 given below lists all the personal 
pronouns in Santali together with their meanings and bound emphasizers. 
 

Personal Pronouns 
in Santali 

Person and 
Number 

Personal Pronouns in 
English 

Bound 
Emphasizer IQ First, Singular I IQ ALAF First, Dual Two  of us(including listener) LAF A.LIQ First, Dual Two of us(excluding listener) LIQ ABo First, Plural We(including listener) Bo ALE First, Plural We(excluding listener) LE Am Second, Singular You Am/Em/mE A.BIn Second, Dual Two of you BIn APE Second, Plural You PE AJ Third, Singular He E  A.KIn Third, Dual Two of them KIn AKo Third, Plural They Ko UnI Third, Singular He(far) E UnKIn Third, Dual Two of them KIn UnKU Third, Plural They Ko hA.nI Third, Singular He(very far) E hA.nKIn Third, Dual Two of them KIn hA.nKU Third, Plural They Ko nUY Third, Singular He(very near) E nUKIn Third, Dual Two of them KIn 
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nUKU Third, Plural They Ko 
 

Table 3.8 
 

There are some informal rules which tells when to merge a bound emphasizer with the preceding 
word. These rules which are preliminary and not yet standardized are  as follows.  
 

1. If the bound emphasizer begins with a vowel, and the preceding word does not end in G, J, D, and B, then the emphasizer is definitely merged with the preceding word. 
2. If the preceding word is just a single vowel, then the bound emphasizer following it is 

definitely merged with the vowel. 
3. In all other cases, a bound emphasizer is not merged with the preceding  word. 

 
This is one more reason why a bound emphasizer corresponding to an animate subject should not 
just be treated as a suffix corresponding to the subject since it need not always be merged with the 
word that precedes it, but a suffix by its nomenclature should always be merged with the 
preceding word. For the case of pronoun Am, it is to be noted that there are three forms of bound 
emphasizer. The form Am/Em is used when these forms can merge with the preceding word; 
otherwise, the form mE is used.  Examples illustrating the above rules are shown in the table 3.9 
given below. 
 UnIY [UnI+E] SEnoG A| 1. 

He will go. ALAF SEnoG ALAF [A+LAF]| 2. 
Two of us will go. AJ E SEnoG A| 3. 
He will go. ALE LE SEnoG A| 4. 
We will go. 

 
Table 3.9 

 
The bound emphasizers corresponding to animate nouns in the subject are the same as those 

for the pronouns in the third persons. There are no bound emphasizers corresponding to inanimate 
nouns in the subject except in certain cases as pointed out later in section 4.3.1.  The table 3.10 
given below demonstrates examples of bound emphasizers for animate nouns in the subject. 
 mIDtIJ hoZE [hoZ+E] SEnoG A| A person will go. 1. 

Here, E is the bound emphasizer for mIDtIJ hoZ which is the same as that for AJ. BAR hoZ SEnoG A.KIn [A+KIn]| Two persons will go. 2. 

Here, KIn is the bound emphasizer for BAR hoZ, which is the same as that for A.KIn. PE hoZ Ko SEnoG A| Three persons will go. 3. 

In this case, Ko is the bound emphasizer for PE hoZ, which is the same as that for AKo. 
 

Table 3.10 
 

In the above examples, mIDtIJ means ‘one’, hoZ means ‘person’, BAR means ‘two’, and PE means ‘three’. 
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In the above, we have seen that an animate subject may or may not modify the structure of a 
verb formation depending on where the bound emphasizer corresponding to it is placed. Also, 
whenever a bound emphasizer is suffixed to a verb structure, its influence is limited to 
emphasizing the action represented by the verb structure, and nothing beyond.  In contrast, 
an animate object of a transitive verb will always influence the structure of a verb formation with 
a few exceptions as given in section 4.3.12, and no other parts of speech is affected. The 
modification in the verb structure always takes place in its auxiliary component, and this happens 
by infixing or prefixing a word in the auxiliary verb corresponding to the animate object. In 
addition, the resulting auxiliary verb may be sufficiently different from the constituent words of 
which it is composed. The structures of the auxiliary verbs corresponding to animate objects have 
evolved over centuries, and they definitely bear a resemblance to their corresponding inanimate 
counterpart. In most cases, it is easy to decompose an auxiliary verb corresponding to an animate 
object into its constituent words, but in a few cases, it may not be so obvious. Also, it is always 
possible to suffix a bound emphasizer corresponding to the animate subject into an auxiliary verb 
having component corresponding to the animate object. 

Since the verb is the only parts of speech which gets compulsorily modified  as explained 
above due to an animate object, it is not appropriate to consider this modification as some kind of 
emphasis on the action represented by the verb.  We will treat this as a variation in verb 
structures corresponding to each kind of animate object. The form of a verb structure  for an 
animate object would depend not only on the person and number of the object, but also on the 
tense of the verb structure.  The table 3.11 given below illustrates some examples of verb 
structures with animate objects.  

 IQ AmIQ [Am+IQ] DAL mEYA [mE+A]| 1. 
I shall beat you. IQ Am DAL mIYA.Q [mE+A+IQ]| 2. 
I shall beat you. AJ UnIY [UnI+E] A.GU KEDEYA [KED+E+A]| 3. 
He brought him. 

 
Table 3.11 

 
In the above examples, DAL means ‘to beat’, and A.GU means ‘to bring’. In the first two 
examples, mE is the word (corresponding to animate object Am  which means ‘you’) that  is 
prefixed to the auxiliary  verb A .  In the third example, E is the word (corresponding to animate 
object UnI  which means ‘he’) that is infixed between components KED and A  of auxiliary 
verb.  
3.2 Free Emphasizers 
 

In addition to bound emphasizers, there are other emphasizers which do not correspond to 
any part of speech in the sentence, and hence we term them as free emphasizers. A free 
emphasizer emphasizes the parts of speech preceding it, but it does not have any meaning on its 
own. Unlike bound emphasizers, free emphasizers are not mandatory, and there is only a subtle 
change in meaning if a free emphasizer is not used. There are only a few free emphasizers, viz., Do, GE, BAZE etc., nonetheless they are quite extensively used.  The examples in the table 
3.12  shown below  give an idea of how these emphasizers are used. 
 IQ Do BAJARIQ [BAJAR+IQ] SEnoG A| I shall go to the market. 1. 

What it means is that, of all the people present here, I will go to the market. It does not say anything 
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 about other people. They might as well join in. If  ‘only’ is placed before ‘I’ in the corresponding 
English sentence, it would preclude others from going to the market.  IQ GE BAJARIQ [BAJAR+IQ] SEnoG A| Only I shall go to the market. 2. 
What it means is that, of all the people present here, it is proposed that only I will go to the market. 
In this sense, GE is similar to ‘only’, but it lacks the force of ‘only’. IQ Do BAJAR GE.Q [GE+IQ] SEnoG A| I shall go to the market only. 3. 
What it means is that, of all the people present here and of all the places that we are required to go, it 
is proposed that I will go to the market only. IQ GE BAJAR Do.Q [Do+IQ] SEnoG A| Only I shall go to the market. 4. 
What it means is that, of all the people present here and of all the places that we are required to go, it 
is proposed that only I will go to the market. But I might go to other places as well. The comments 
about GE holds in these cases as well. 

 
Table 3.12 

 
In the above examples, the meanings of all the words in Santali have already been given in the 
previous examples. 

3.3 Verbs and Verb Qualifiers 
 

We have already pointed out that the bound emphasizer in a verb structure is not required to 
be present for the analysis of the verb structure. Besides a verb structure of a sentence with 
inanimate subject will not have any bound emphasizer. Hence, analyzing verb structures without 
bound emphasizers also helps to look at all verb structures in a uniform way.  In the rest of this 
report, we will analyze verb structures without bound emphasizers, and will not worry about 
bound emphasizers in any way.  

3.3.1 Source  of  Verb Structure in Santali 
 

In most languages of the world, a verb structure as spoken is usually divided into two parts, 
viz., auxiliary verb, and  principal verb, in most cases. We shall see in this report that a Santali 
verb structure can also be divided into an auxiliary verb component and a principal verb 
component, and give this division for all the verb structures in Santali later in this report. A verb 
structure in Santali is derived from a sequence of constituent words which we call  verb structure 
source. A verb structure source for almost all  verb structures in Santali essentially consists of the 
following components in the order given below. 

 
1. A base component(if required) consisting of a main verb which is optionally followed by 

a sequence of one or more words, called verb qualifiers. The main verb itself consists of  
a sequence of one or more verbs in base form. 

2. A verbal suffix(if required), viz., oG/AG/IG/UG/EG, KoG, AKAn, En, LEn, EG/ED, KAG/KA, AKAG/AKAD, KEG/KED, KAD, LEG/LED/LAG/LAD, LE, AG/A/hAG/hA, AKAWAG/AKAWAD, AD/hAD, An, AKAWAn, and AKA 
denoting the type, tense etc. of the verb structure. This suffix is not present in a few  verb 
structures only. 

3. An object infix or a subject infix(if required) corresponding to the animate object(if 
present)  or  animate subject(if present)  respectively in the sentence. The forms of object 
or subject infix for different pronouns and animate nouns are the same as those of the 
corresponding bound emphasizers. 

4. An existential  infix(if required) KAn, TAhEN KAn, TAhENn etc. 
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5. An optional emphasizing infix  GE . 
6. An possessive infix(if required) corresponding to the pronoun on whose behalf the action 

of the verb takes place. 
7. A terminator suffix finite A or its equivalence like LA.GID, TAhENJ(or its equivalence TAhENYA/TAhEN KAnA/TAhENG KAnA), mA(or  its equivalence mE, BIn, PE), GE, Do, DoRKAR  etc. 
8. An optional bound emphasizer suffix corresponding to animate subject(if present). 
9. An optional  free emphasizer like BAZE, nHAG, hUnA.F etc. 

  
Almost all verb structures in Santali may be derived from the above verb structure source. A 

single word verb that has not been modified by merging a verbal suffix with it is said to be in 
base form. There are several kinds of base forms of verbs, and a description of these forms is 
given in section 4.3.15. When a verbal suffix merges with a verb in base form, the resulting verb 
is said to be in suffixed form. Again, there are several kinds of suffixed forms of verbs, and a 
description of these forms is given in section 4.3.17. A main verb is said to be a simple main 
verb if it consists of a single verb in base form; otherwise, it is said to be a compound main 
verb. Of all the component in the above verb structure source,  component 7, i.e., terminator 
suffix is always present except in certain rare type of verb structures. An example of such verb 
structure is given in table 4.22. Component 1 is present for most verb structures. Component 2 is 
generally  present when component 1 is present, but it may be absent in certain cases. Object infix 
is always present if there is an animate object to the verb, and there is no subject infix 
corresponding to animate subject. A subject infix in place of object infix may be present in case 
of certain verbs which have animate subject. If a subject infix appears in a verb, then there would 
not be a bound emphasizer corresponding to the subject.  Component 4 is present  in a few verb 
structures along with component 1, but it may occur without component 1 as well. Other 
components can be used if they are so required. Besides, it is to be noted that all combinations are 
not feasible, e.g.,  emphasizing  infix GE can only pair with terminator suffix finite A, TAhENJ 
and Do, but not with other equivalences. Similar restrictions may be there for different kinds of 
suffixes and infixes. These restrictions would be pointed out while dealing with individual verb 
structures later on. Also, the verbal suffix, existential infix, and terminator suffix components can 
change the semantics of a verb structure in a significant way, but the other components may not 
really change the semantics of a verb structure significantly. 

When the components of a verb structure source are combined to generate the corresponding 
verb structure, the consecutive neighbouring components may merge to give rise to a single word.  
The resulting verb structure is then divided into two major components, viz., principal verb and 
auxiliary verb.  The comments about the pronunciation of a word resulting from a sequential 
combination of constituent words, given at the beginning of section 3.1,  also hold for the 
pronunciation of each of the word in a verb structure. Therefore, we shall write the words of a 
verb structure as they are pronounced, and no attempt will be made to justify the same as their 
pronunciations have been standardized over centuries. In many of the previous works, the 
tendency has been to write a single word for an entire verb structure. In our opinion, this would 
result in concealing  the pronunciation of the individual words in the verb structure, and may 
result in a wrong pronunciation of the verb structure.  Hence, we have followed the principle  
that each distinctly pronounced word which may be a part of a verb structure or any other word 
is written separately. Also, a word which has a distinct function is written separately as far as 
possible to ensure that its functionality is clearly identifiable.  This  convention would clearly 
show each of the distinctly pronounced word of a verb structure, and help to pronounce it 
correctly. 
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In the above verb structure source, if the base component(if present) merges with the verbal 
suffix(if present) in a verb structure, then the resulting sequence of words constitutes  the 
principal verb component of the verb structure, and the remaining components give rise to the 
auxiliary verb component of the verb structure. If the base component(if present) does not merge 
with the verbal suffix(if present), then it alone constitutes the principal verb component of the 
resulting verb structure, and the remaining components give rise to the auxiliary verb component 
of the verb structure. In the worst case, the finite A may merge with the base component, and 
there would not be any auxiliary verb component of the verb structure.  

The base component may not be present in certain verb structures, and. these kinds of verb 
structures begin with existential infix KAn or TANhE KAn. If any of the following components 
merges with them in a verb structure, then the resulting sequence of words constitutes the 
principal verb component of the verb structure, and the remaining components(if any) give rise to 
the auxiliary verb component of the verb structure. If no components merge with them, then they 
themselves would  constitute the principal verb component of the verb structure, and the 
remaining components give rise to the auxiliary verb component of the verb structure. Hence, the 
principal  verb component of a verb structure will always be present. In the table 3.13 given 
below, we show a few examples of verb structures together with their verb structure source. 
 I~QIQ [IQ+IQ] DA.ZA [DA.Z+A]| I shall run. 1. 

In the above sentence, IQ means ‘I’, DA.Z means ‘to run’. The verb structure DA.ZA is obtained 
from the verb structure source consisting of main verb DA.Z followed by finite A. Here, DA.ZA 
is the principal verb, and there is no resulting auxiliary verb in this case. UnIY [UnI+E] SEnoG KAnA [SEn+oG+KAn+A]| He is going. 2. 

In the above sentence, UnI means ‘he’, and SEn means ‘to go’. In the verb structure source for SEnoG KAnA,  SEn is the base component, oG is the verbal suffix, KAn is the existential infix, 
and finite A is the terminator suffix. In this verb structure, SEnoG is the principal verb, and KAnA is the auxiliary verb. noVA Do DHIRI KAnA [KAn+A]| This is a stone. 3. 

In this sentence, noVA means ‘this’,  DHIRI means ‘a stone’, and KAnA means ‘is’ in this case. 
In the verb structure source for KAnA, KAn is the existential infix, and finite A is the terminator 
suffix. and it is the principal verb. Note that, in this principal verb, there is no base component. Am RABAFED mE GEYA [RABAF+ED+mE+GE+A]| You are still feeling cold. 4. 

In this sentence, Am means ‘you’, RABAF means ‘cold’, which is used here as a verb to mean ‘to 
feel cold’, ED is the verbal suffix which is attached to the main verb RABAF, mE is the subject 
infix, GE  is the emphasizing infix, and finite A is the terminator suffix. In the verb structure RABAFED mE GEYA, RABAFED is the principal verb, and mE GEYA is the auxiliary verb. UnI IQE [IQ+E] SAB AKAD DIQA [SAB+AKAD+IQ+A]| He has caught me. 5. 

In this sentence,  UnI means ‘he’, and SAB means ‘to catch’, and AKAD DIQA is the auxiliary 
verb. In the verb structure source for SAB AKAD DIQA, SAB is the main verb, AKAD is the 
verbal suffix, IQ is the object infix, and finite A is the terminator suffix. Note that SAB is also 
the principal verb since nothing gets attached to it. UnI IQ PUTHIY [PUTHI+E] A.GU AKAWAD DIQ GEYA [A.GU+AKAWAD+IQ+GE+A]| He has definitely brought me a book. 

6. 

In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’, IQ means ‘I’, PUTHI means ‘a book’, and A.GU means ‘to 
bring’. In the verb structure source for A.GU AKAWAD DIQ GEYA, A.GU is the main verb, AKAWAD is the verbal suffix, IQ is the object infix, GE is the emphasizing infix, and finite A is 
the terminator suffix. In this verb structure, A.GU is the principal verb, and AKAWAD DIQ GEYA is the auxiliary verb. 

 
Table 3.13 
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3.3.2 Auxiliary Verbs 
 

It is our intention in this report to identify all verb structures, and give their meanings in 
English. In a verb structure, it is mostly the form of auxiliary verb component which greatly 
determines the meanings associated with the verb structure. In the following, we shall try to 
identify factors that influence the form of an auxiliary verb.  The form of auxiliary verb(if any) 
together with the suffix(if any) attached to the principal verb essentially characterizes  the 
various features of the verb structure as a whole such as  timing related features of the verb, 
dependence of the action of the verb on other issues such as order, certainty of the action of the 
verb, necessity for the action of the verb etc. The characteristics of auxiliary component of verb 
structures in two different languages may vary widely, and this issue is beyond the scope of this 
report. Besides the above issues, the form of an auxiliary verb also depends on whether the verb 
structure is of weak or strong type, and on whether the objects(if any) are direct/indirect or 
animate/inanimate. The forms of all the auxiliary verbs for various verb structures are explained  
using examples subsequently in this report, but, for the time being, we may just indicate that a 
particular auxiliary verb is part of  weak or strong form of verb structure.  Regarding timing 
related features of a Santali verb structure, it  may denote one or more of the following timing 
related properties associated with the action of the verb as a whole. Some of these properties are 
as follows. 
 

1. Temporal state of action of the verb at the current reference point in time(Not yet started, 
started but not finished, started and finished): Many variations of these combinations are 
possible, and they would be discussed while presenting the actual auxiliary verbs. 

2. State of completion of  the work resulting out of the action of the verb when the action 
stops: This is a special feature of Santali language where the auxiliary verb together with 
the suffix attached to the principal verb would assert that the action would be continued 
till the work resulting out of the action is completed. This is specially true of action that 
are yet to be over. 

3. Duration of action of the verb: Even though the action of the verb may take some time 
physically,  the auxiliary verb together with the suffix attached to the principal verb 
would conceptually indicate that the action has been  completed instantaneously or it will 
take some time to complete. 

4. Repetition of action of the verb: This feature of the auxiliary verb together with the suffix 
attached to the principal verb would indicate that the action of the verb will be repeated in 
the future or has been repeated in the past. Besides, it may also indicate how long the 
action of repetition would continue. 

5. Imminence of the action of the verb: This form of the auxiliary verb together with the 
suffix attached to the principal verb indicates that the action represented by the verb is 
about to take place.  

 
Besides timing related features, an auxiliary verb component of a Santali verb structure together 
with the suffix attached to the principal verb may also exhibit one or more of the other properties 
some of which are given below. 
 

1. Order: This form of the auxiliary verb together with the suffix attached to the principal 
verb denotes that order or advice is being given to the subject to perform the action 
represented by the verb. Interesting thing is that the order or advice can be given to any 
person(first, second or third). 

2. Intimation: This form of auxiliary verb together with the suffix attached to the principal 
verb denotes that the audience is being informed of the fact that the action represented by 
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the verb is going to be performed by the subject now before another action can take 
place, and there is an implicit request to permit him/her to do so. But a formal approval 
from the audience is not necessary for the subject to perform the action.  

3. Certainty of the action of the verb: This form denotes that the action represented by the 
verb will certainly be performed by the subject or has certainly been  performed by the 
subject. 

4. Necessity for the action of the verb: In this case, the form of the auxiliary verb together 
with the suffix attached to the principal verb denotes that it is necessary to perform the 
action represented by the verb.  

 
The properties of a form of an auxiliary verb are not static, i.e., the properties associated with it 
may change depending upon the context. This is not only true of Santali language, but also true of 
other languages as well(at least the ones which we know of). Henceforward, for the sake of 
simplicity, we shall only give translated English sentences of corresponding Santali sentences 
where the emphasized part of Santali  is not  italicized  in the corresponding English part. This is 
because the emphasized part of Santali is not really required to understand the basic structure of 
simple sentences in Santali. We have already seen a few examples of auxiliary verbs in Santali. In 
the table 3.14 shown below, we give some additional examples that illustrate varieties of auxiliary 
verbs in Santali.  
 IQ DAKAQ [DAKA+IQ] Jom KAG KAnA [Jom+KAG+KAn+A]| I am eating cooked rice. 1. 

In the above sentence, DAKA means ‘cooked rice’, Jom means ‘to eat’. In the verb structure Jom KAG KAnA, Jom  is the principal verb, and KAG KAnA is the auxiliary verb in strong form of 
verb structure that is in present persistent continuous tense and is with inanimate object DAKA. IQ AmIQ [Am+IQ] A.GUYED mEYA [A.GU+ED+mE+A]| I am bringing you. 2. 

In the above sentence, A.GU means ‘to bring’.  Here, the verb structure is A.GUYED mEYA, and  A.GUYED is the principal verb and mEYA is the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that 
is in  present continuous tense and is with animate object Am. mIDtIJ DHIRI QUR AKAnA [QUR+AKAn+A]| A stone has fallen.  3. 

In the above sentence, mIDtIJ means ‘one’, DHIRI means ‘stone’, QUR means ‘to fall’,  which is 
the principal verb, and AKAnA is the auxiliary verb in weak form of verb structure that is in  
present perfect tense. UnI AmE [Am+E] DAL AKAD mEYA [DAL+AKAD+mE+A]| He has beaten you. 4. 

In this sentence,  DAL means ‘to beat’, which is the principal verb, and AKAD mEYA is the 
auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that is in  present perfect tense and is with animate 
object Am. UnI AmE [Am+E] DAL KED mEYA [DAL+KED+mE+A]| He beat  you. 5. 
This is the same as the previous sentence except that the verb structure is in  past indefinite tense 
form, and KED mEYA is the auxiliary verb  in strong form of verb structure that is in  past indefinite 
tense and is with animate object Am. 

 
Table 3.14 

3.3.3 Principal Verbs 
 

If a base component is present in a verb structure, then it becomes part of the principal verb 
component of the verb structure. A base component essentially consists of a main verb that is 
optionally followed by a sequence of one or more words, called verb qualifiers. The main verb 
itself consists of a sequence of one or more verbs in base form.  The verbal suffix(if present) of 
the verb structure source may be attached to the last word of the base component which may as 
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well be a verb in base form; otherwise, the verbal suffix becomes the initial part of the auxiliary 
verb. Hence, the principal verb could very well be composite. There is nothing unusual about the 
principal component of a verb structure being composite in Santali, and similar features may be 
thought to be present  in other languages as well in varying degree. In case of English, a verb 
followed by a preposition may be thought to have such a feature.  It is also natural to consider a 
real action being composed of several  sub-actions each of which is represented by a different 
verb, and a concatenation of these  verbs may be able to represent the real action in its totality. 
Concatenation of verbs in base form gives rise to compound main verbs, and these verbs are quite 
extensively used in Santali.  There is also a good number of  verb qualifiers having different kinds 
of role. A verb qualifier may change the type of a verb structure completely, i.e., strong to weak 
or vice versa. There are also varieties of  features associated verb qualifiers.  However, all  the 
verb qualifiers have something in common, and this common feature is that they occur between  
the main verb and the verbal suffix(if any).  The verbal suffix which is present for most verb 
structures is unique for each kind of verb structure, and as a result, it is quite easy to identify the 
verb qualifiers in most verb structures. Even if verbal suffix is not present in a verb structure, 
terminator suffix would always be present, and these two components together would help to 
identify the verb qualifiers in a unique way.  If a verbal suffix is attached to the main verb, and 
the qualifier is put immediately after the main verb, then the verbal suffix  is now attached to the 
qualifier. There may be more than one qualifier applied to the same main verb, and if a verbal 
suffix is attached to the main verb,  it is now attached to the last word in the sequence of verb 
qualifiers. It is also possible that after the insertion of a verb qualifier, the resulting composite 
verb may change its characteristics. In this case,  it is possible that if there is no verbal suffix 
attached to the main verb,  a verbal suffix may now be required to be attached to the composite 
verb. Alternately, if  there is a verbal suffix attached to the main verb, the verbal suffix may not 
be required to be attached to the composite verb. A description of some of the verb qualifiers  
would be given in a subsequent section after we have described  the  basic structure of simple 
sentences. In the table 3.15 shown below, we give a few examples of verb qualifiers with  some 
explanation. 
 IQ DAKA.Q [DAKA+IQ] Jom KEG_A [Jom+KEG+A]| I ate  cooked rice.  1. 

In the above sentence, DAKA means ‘cooked rice’, and Jom means ‘to eat’, which is the main 
verb. In the verb structure Jom KEG_A, Jom is the principal verb, and KEG_A is the auxiliary 
verb in strong form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense. IQ DAKA.Q Jom GoD KEG_A [Jom+GoD+KEG+A]| I ate cooked rice(in much less time 
than expected). 

2. 

The above sentence is the same as the first sentence of this table except that GoD has been added 
after Jom. In this sentence, GoD is the verb qualifier qualifying the main verb Jom. This 
qualification essentially means that the action was performed  skillfully requiring much less time. 
In this verb structure, Jom GoD is the principal verb, and KEG_A is the auxiliary verb in strong 
form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense. IQ DAKA.Q Jom hUY KEG_A [Jom+hUY+KEG+A]| I finished eating cooked rice.  3. 

In this sentence, instead of GoD, hUY has been used, which means ‘to happen’. Therefore, what 
the above sentence means is that my eating of rice is over, i.e., I finished eating cooked rice. In the 
verb structure Jom hUY KEG_A, Jom hUY is the compound main verb, KEG is the verbal 
suffix, and finite A is the terminator suffix, which gives rise to Jom hUY as the principal verb, 
and KEG_A as the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense. IQ DAKA.Q Jom hUY GoD KEG_A [Jom+hUY+GoD+KEG+A]| I finished eating 
cooked rice (in much less time than expected). 

4. 

In the verb structure for the above sentence, both hUY and GoD has been used and therefore, the 
meaning of these two words also gets added. However, hUY is a verb which means ‘to happen’, 
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 and  GoD is a verb qualifier. Hence, in this verb structure,  Jom hUY is the compound main verb, GoD is the verb qualifier, KEG is the verbal suffix, and finite A is the terminator suffix, which 
gives rise to Jom hUY GoD as the principal verb, and KEG_A as the auxiliary verb in strong 
form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense. IQ DAKA.Q Jom PURA.W KEG_A [Jom+PURA.W+KEG+A]| I completed eating cooked 
rice. 

5. 

In the verb structure of the above sentence, PURA.W is a verb which means ‘to complete’. Hence, 
in this verb structure, Jom PURA.W is the compound main verb, KEG is the verbal suffix, and 
finite A is the terminator suffix, which gives rise to Jom PURA.W as the principal verb, and KEG_A as the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense. 

 
Table 3.15 

 
It is quite common in many languages that a group of words acts as a single parts of speech, and 
in Santali, this feature is widely prevalent not only in principal and auxiliary verbs, but in other 
parts of speech as well. Hence, it is not essential to ask the parts of speech of a single word if it 
does not make sense, but we should find the sequence of words that contains this word, and that 
makes a proper parts of speech. The other alternative is to write these sequence of words as a 
single word, and this single word can be characterized as a single parts of speech. For the sake 
of clarity, the former option is always better. Also, it is not always possible to combine a 
sequence of words into a single word. 

3.3.4 Nouns and Adjectives used as Verbs 
 

In Santali, both nouns and adjectives can also be used as verbs. When an adjective is used as 
a verb,  it means the act of  acquiring or rendering the property represented by the adjective. 
When a noun is used as a verb, it means the act of becoming or making an object represented by 
the noun. The table 3.16 shown below gives an illustration of how nouns and adjectives may be 
used as verbs. 

 UnIY [UnI+E] TA.RUB EnA| He became a tiger. 1. 

In the above sentence, UnI means ‘he’, and TA.RUB means ‘tiger’ which is used as a main verb to 
mean ‘to become a tiger’. In this verb structure,  TA.RUB is the principal verb, and  EnA is the 
auxiliary verb in weak form of verb structure that is in  past indefinite tense.  UnIY BHUToG KAnA| He is becoming a ghost. 2. 

In the above sentence, BHUT means ‘a ghost’ which is used here as a main verb to mean ‘to 
become a ghost’. In this verb structure,  BHUToG is the principal verb, and KAnA is the auxiliary 
verb in weak form of verb structure that is in present continuous tense. IQ AmIQ [Am+IQ] hENDE KED mEYA| I blackened you. 3. 

In the above sentence, IQ means ‘I’, Am means ‘you’, and hENDE means ‘black’ which is used 
here as a main verb to mean ‘to blacken’. In this verb structure,  hENDE is the principal verb, and KED mEYA is the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that is in past indefinite tense and 
is with animate object Am. AmEm [Am+Em] BoToRoG A| You will be afraid. 4. 

In the above sentence, Am means ‘you’, and BoToR means ‘afraid’ which is used here as a main 
verb to mean ‘to be afraid’. In this verb structure,  BoToRoG is the principal verb, and A is the 
auxiliary verb in weak form of verb structure that is in future indefinite tense. 

 
Table 3.16 
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It has been noted in [2] that “practically, all words may function as nouns, adjectives, verbs 
and adverbs, without any alteration in forms; furthermore, words are not exclusively nouns, or 
adjectives etc., but function as such”.  We  must say that this statement is not only incorrect but 
also highly misleading for the following reasons. 
 

1. First of all, it would be difficult to find a word in Santali which may function as all of the 
four parts of speech, viz.,  noun, adjective, verb, and adverb, without any alteration. A 
word may function as noun, adjective and verb or as adjective, verb  and adverb, and so 
on,  but certainly not as all of the above four parts of speech. 

2. Looking at the dictionary of any language, one can easily find many words which are 
used as different parts of speech without any alteration. Therefore, this feature is not 
exclusive to Santali language. 

3. A noun is a word which would get associated with an object(concrete or abstract) when it 
is spoken alone, and this concept is independent of any language. Hence, even if such a 
word can be used as adjective or verb without alteration, its natural association would 
always be with noun in the above sense. These are the words which can be termed as 
nouns, but may also be used as other parts of speech as well without any alteration. When 
a noun is spoken alone in Santali, be it a proper noun, a common noun, a collective noun 
or a material noun, it carries the same meaning as that in any other language. Therefore, it 
is incorrect to say that words in Santali are not exclusively nouns, or adjectives etc. A 
noun in Santali is certainly a noun unless it is used otherwise, and the same is true in any 
other language. Examples of words in English which are nouns but can also be used as 
verbs without any alteration are ‘water’,  ‘plant’, ‘comb’, ‘clip’, ‘heat’ etc. 

4. An adjective is a word that qualifies a noun or a pronoun, and hence, it makes sense when 
it is used as such. However,  if a word is spoken alone and the natural question that arises 
in mind  is what is the object that it qualifies, then we can say that the word is an 
adjective. Hence, even if such a word can be used as verb or noun without alteration, its 
natural association would always be with adjective in the above sense. These are the 
words which can be termed as adjectives, but may also be used as other parts of speech as 
well without any alteration. In other languages also, there are many words which are 
adjectives in the above sense, but can be used as other parts of speech as well without any 
alteration. Hence, the concept that a particular word is adjective is independent of any 
language, and it is incorrect to say that words in Santali are not exclusively nouns, or 
adjectives etc. Some examples of words in English which are basically adjective in the 
above sense, but can also be used as noun or verb without any alteration are ‘valuable’,  
‘Indian’,  ‘variable’, ‘subordinate’ etc. 

5. A verb is a word that is associated an action in the sense that when such a word is spoken 
alone, the focus is on the act of performing the action rather than on its interpretation as 
noun or adjective or adverb. Hence, even if such a word can be used as noun or adjective 
without any alteration, its natural association would always be with verb in the above 
sense. These are the words which can be termed as verbs, but may also be used as other 
parts of speech as well without any alteration. In English, to indicate that a particular 
word is verb, ‘to’ is used before it as in ‘to dance’, but this is not an alteration, since 
when it is used as a finite verb in a sentence, it is used without ‘to’. The same holds for 
Hindi where ‘na’ is suffixed to indicate a verb. Besides, in other languages also, there are 
many words which are verbs in the above sense, but can be used as other parts of speech 
as well without any alteration. Hence, the concept that a particular word is verb  is 
independent of any language, and it is incorrect to say that words in Santali are not 
exclusively nouns, or adjectives etc. Some examples of words in English  which are 
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basically verbs in the above sense, but can also be used as noun or adjective without any 
alteration are ‘dance’, ‘roar’, ‘fly’,  ‘make’ etc. 

6. An adverb is a word that qualifies any word other than a noun or a pronoun, and hence 
there are various kinds of adverbs. For the sake of discussion, let us focus on adverbs that 
qualify verbs. Among these adverbs, adverbs of manner are the ones which are most 
frequently used in Santali. Adverbs of manner usually come as double word(but not 
necessary) as in LoGon_LoGon which means ‘quickly’.  When such a word is spoken 
alone in any language, the natural question that arises in mind is what is the action that it 
qualifies. Hence, this concept is independent of any language. Even though some of these 
words can be used as verbs  in Santali without any alteration, their natural association is 
always with adverbs in the above sense. These are the words which can be termed as 
adverbs, but may also be used as other parts of speech as well without any alteration. In 
other languages also, there are many words which are used as adverb in the above sense, 
can be used as other parts of speech as well without any alteration. Hence, the concept 
that a particular word is adverb is independent of any language, and it is incorrect to say 
that words in Santali are not exclusively nouns, or adjectives etc. 

7. In summary, Santali is just like any other language in the sense that (i) the same word 
may be used as different parts of speech in different sentences without any alteration, but 
(ii) most words have a natural association with some parts of speech in the sense as 
explained above.  If a word has a natural association with a certain parts of speech in the 
sense as explained above, we say that the word naturally belongs to that parts of speech. 
However, there will always  be some words in whose cases it may be difficult to 
determine the natural parts of speech of these words. In such cases,  the natural parts of 
speech of these words is decided in most languages  by convention. It is to be noted that 
the dictionaries of most languages reel out the meanings of a word as different parts of 
speech in the order of its decreasing association to these parts of speech. For example, in 
English dictionaries, the meaning of word ‘dance’ is given as  verb first, and then as 
noun, but the meaning of word ‘water’ is given as noun first, and then as verb. 

 
It has also been noted in [2] that “every Santal word may function as a verb; moreover, when 

functioning as a verb, the base word itself is not altered”.  This statement is also  incorrect and 
gives an incorrect picture of Santali language depicting it as a language which is very much 
different from most other languages in this respect. The reason for this observation is given 
below. 
 

1. Certainly, not every Santal word can be used as a verb, and one can give an endless list of 
words which cannot be used as verbs.  For example, proper nouns, pronouns, most 
varieties of adjectives etc. cannot be used as verbs. 

2. If a Santal word can be used as verb, then a corresponding  word in most languages can 
get closely knitted to the verb structure with the same meaning(certainly not as object of 
a verb) using some mechanism which is specific to the languages. If a Santal word cannot 
be used as verb, then it is said in [2] that it is because no proper meaning can be attached 
to the word as verb. However, for the very same reason, a corresponding word in most 
languages cannot get closely knitted to the verb structure(not as object of a verb) using 
mechanism which is used for such purposes.  Hence, the reason for not being able to bind 
a word as a part of verb structure in some sense(not as object of a verb) is the same in all 
languages, and Santali is no different from other languages as far as this feature is 
concerned. 

3. As far as altering the base component of a verb structure is concerned, it does get altered 
in tenses where verbal suffix merges with the base component. We have already given 
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examples of such merging. The merging of verbal suffix with the main verb depends only 
on the form and the tense of the verb structure, but it is not exactly the same as the 
conjugation of verbs. Hence, we have termed the form of a verb, obtained by appending a 
verbal suffix to the verb in base form, as the suffixed form of verb. The tenses where 
this merging takes place have been identified later in the report. 

3.4 Pronouns 
 

In the section, we shall give partial lists of different kinds of commonly used  pronouns along 
with their English equivalence. In Santali also, there are different kinds of pronouns. Most 
commonly used among them are personal, interrogative, relative, definite, indefinite, and 
distributive pronouns. In the following subsections, descriptions of each of these pronouns are 
briefly given. 

3.4.1 Personal Pronouns 
 

The list of personal pronouns is already given in section 3.1 in table 3.8 along their meanings 
in English. It is to be noted that, in Santali,  there are no different forms of personal pronouns for 
their use in different cases except when they are used  in possessive case. The forms of personal 
pronouns in possessive case are also known as possessive adjectives. A personal pronoun may 
also look to be modified when it is followed by a bound emphasizer which gets joined to it. But 
this is not really a different form of the personal pronoun corresponding to its different use, and   
we would consider it to be in unmodified form. A personal pronoun in possessive case has three 
different forms depending on whether the object being possessed is inanimate, singular animate, 
or plural animate. In case the object being possessed is singular animate, and is a relative, there is 
also a slightly different way of expressing the possession in certain cases which would also be 
illustrated using examples in this section. The three different forms of possessive adjectives for 
all the personal pronouns are listed in the table 3.17 given below. 

 
Personal 

Pronouns in 
Santali 

Person 
and 

Number 

Personal 
Pronouns 
in English 

Possessive 
Adjectives  

for 
Inanimate 

Object 

Possessive 
Adjectives for  

Singular, 
Animate 
Object 

Possessive 
Adjectives 

for 
Plural, 

Animate 
Object 

Possessive 
Adjectives 
in English IQ First, 

Singular 
I IQAG IQIJ IQ RIn My ALAF First, Dual Two  of 
us(includi
ng 
listener) 

ALAFAG ALAFIJ ALAF RIn Our A.LIQ First, Dual Two of 
us(excludi
ng 
listener) 

A.LIQAG A.LIQIJ A.LIQ RIn Our ABo First, 
Plural 

We(includ
ing 
listener) 

ABoWAG ABoYIJ ABo RIn Our ALE First, 
Plural 

We(exclu
ding 
listener) 

ALEYAG ALEYIJ ALE RIn Our Am Second, You AmAG AmIJ Am RIn Your  
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Singular A.BIn Second, 
Dual 

Two of 
you 

A.BInAG A.BInIJ A.BIn RIn Your  APE Second, 
Plural 

You APEYAG APEYIJ APE RIn Your  AJ Third, 
Singular 

He/She AJAG AJIJ AJ RIn His/Her A.KIn Third, 
Dual 

Two of 
them 

A.KInAG A.KInIJ A.KIn RIn Their AKo Third, 
Plural 

They AKoWAG AKoYIJ AKo RIn Their UnI Third, 
Singular 

He(far) UnIYAG UnIYIJ  UnI RIn  His/Her UnKIn Third, 
Dual 

Two of 
them 

UnKInAG UnKInIJ UnKIn RIn Their UnKU Third, 
Plural 

They UnKUWAG UnKUYIJ UnKU RIn Their hA.nI Third, 
Singular 

He(very 
far) 

hA.nIYAG hA.nIYIJ hA.nI RIn  His/Her hA.nKIn Third, 
Dual 

Two of 
them 

hA.nKInAG hA.nKInIJ hA.nKIn RIn Their hA.nKU Third, 
Plural 

They hA.nKUWAG hA.nKUYIJ hA.nKU RIn Their nUY Third, 
Singular 

He(very 
near) 

nUYAG nUYIJ nUY RIn His/Her nUKIn Third, 
Dual 

Two of 
them 

nUKInAG nUKInIJ nUKIn RIn Their nUKU Third, 
Plural 

They nUKUWAG nUKUYIJ nUKU RIn Their 

 
Table 3.17 

 

3.5 Nouns 
 
 
 

3.6 Adjectives 
 
 
 

3.7 Other Parts of Speech 
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4 Basic Structure Of Simple Sentences 
 

As in any other language, a simple sentence in Santali with minimal number of components  
consists of a subject followed by a verb structure. Quite a few examples of such sentences have 
been given earlier. Additional components of a simple sentence including objects of the verb are 
normally placed between the subject and the verb structure, although a component of a simple 
sentence other than the subject, and the word making the sentence negative may also be placed 
after the verb structure. If a component of a simple sentence is an object of the verb, then no 
postposition is used after it to make its connection with the verb, but in most other cases, a 
postposition is used after a component to make its connection  with the verb. Normally, a 
postposition may or may not be used after an adverb to make its connection with the verb. In 
many languages, a postposition is not used after an adverb, but in Santali, a postposition may be 
required after an adverb to make its connection with the verb.  In the table 4.1. shown below, we 
give a few examples of simple sentences illustrating their major components. Please note that the 
headers of the table apply only to the sentences in Santali. 

 
 Subject Other 

Components 
Objects Principal Verb Auxiliary Verb IQ  DAKA.Q [DAKA+IQ] Jom AKAG_A| 

I have eaten cooked rice.  

1. 

In the above sentence,  IQ means ‘I’, DAKA means ‘cooked rice’ although it can be used for 
‘general food’ as well, Jom means to ‘to eat’, and AKAG_A is the auxiliary verb in strong form of 
verb structure that is in present perfect tense and is with inanimate object. UnI BAJARE [BAJAR+E]  SEnoG KAnA|  
He is going to the market. 

2. 

In the above sentence, UnI means ‘he’, BAJAR means ‘market’, SEn means ‘to go’ to which 
verbal suffix oG is attached to get  SEnoG, and KAnA is the auxiliary verb in weak form of verb 
structure that is in present continuous tense. hA.TI  TA.RUB E LEBED GoJ KEDEYA| 
An elephant killed a tiger by stamping it. 

3. 

In this sentence, hA.TI means ‘an elephant’, TA.RUB means ‘a tiger’, LEBED means ‘to stamp 
with foot’, GoJ means ‘to kill’, and  KEDEYA is the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb 
structure that is in past indefinite tense and is with an animate object of type third person and 
singular number. LEBED GoJ is the principal verb which is composite in nature, and in which LEBED is the main verb, and GoJ acts as the verb qualifier. IQ  Am PUTHIQ KIRIQAm KAnA| 
I am buying you a book. 4. 

In this sentence, IQ means ‘I’, Am means ‘you’, PUTHI means ‘a book’,  KIRIQ means ‘to buy’.  
Also, KIRIQAm is the principal verb, and  KAnA is the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb 
structure that is in present continuous tense and is with indirect object Am. IQ Am LA.GID PUTHIQ KIRIQEG A| 
I am buying a book for you. 

5. 

This is the same as the previous sentence except that Am is no longer an indirect object to the verb KIRIQ, but it is connected with it using the postposition LA.GID which means ‘for’ in this case. 
Now the only object to the verb KIRIQ is PUTHI which is inanimate, and therefore, principal 
verb has become KIRIQEG, and A is the auxiliary verb in strong form of verb structure that is in 
present continuous tense and is with inanimate object. 
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Table 4.1 
 

In the following, we shall first describe the verb structures of Santali which are simple, and 
have lesser number of components. Subsequently, we shall describe the verb structures which are 
more complex, but are derivable from the verb structures described here by concatenating 
additional words to them. 

4.1 Structure of  Basic Simple Sentences 
 

Essentially, there are two types of basic simple sentences in Santali. The first type of simple 
sentences consists of a sequence of words, which begins with a subject, is followed by a 
noun/noun-equivalent word, and  is terminated with the principal verb KAnA [KAn+A] which 
means ‘is/am/are’ in this case or TAhEN KAnA [TAhEN KAn+A] (or its equivalence) which 
means ‘was/were’ in this case. Note that there is no base component in this principal verb, but it 
is obtainable from the general verb structure source. A simple sentence of this type is roughly 
equivalent to a simple sentence in English of type ‘Subject + verb to be + noun/noun-equivalent 
complement’. For this type of simple sentences in Santali, there is no corresponding equivalence 
of them in the future tense. The second type of simple sentences consists of a sequence of words, 
which begins with a subject, is followed by an adjective/adjective-equivalent word, and  is 
terminated with the terminator suffix finite A which may mean either ‘is/am/are’ or ‘will be/shall 
be’ in this case or KAnA [KAn+A] which means ‘is/am/are’ in this case or  TAhEN KAnA 
[TAhEN KAn+A or TAhEN KAnA(or its equivalence)] which means ‘was/were’ in this case.  
A simple sentence of this kind in Santali  is roughly equivalent to a simple sentence in English of 
type ‘Subject + verb to be + adjective/adjective-equivalent complement’. It is to be noted that the 
adjective may now be considered as a part of the verb, but  these three basic forms  of verb 
structure are different from the weak forms of verb structure given later. It is to be noted that the 
emphasizing infix GE is normally used with such sentences.  Moreover,  TAhENn can be used as 
an independent  verb which means ‘to stay’, and when it is used in an auxiliary verb as 
component 4 or 7 of general verb structure source, its meaning in the auxiliary verb is basically 
derived from the above meaning of TAhENn.  The use of TAhENn as a part of auxiliary verb is 
similar to the use of ‘thak’ in Bengali and ‘rohna’ in Hindi. We shall refer to the form of verb 
structures of these two types of simple sentences in Santali as the basic form of verb structure in 
Santali. On a closer look, one can easily discern that the advanced forms of verb structures of 
Santali, viz., weak and strong form,  have essentially evolved from the basic form. It is also to be 
noted that the two types of simple sentences gives rise to five basic forms of verb structure of 
Santali. In the table 4.2 shown below, quite a few examples of simple sentences of these types are 
given for illustration.   
 
 Tense of the 

Forms 
Examples of Basic Form of Verb 

Structures 
Type of Simple Sentence 

Present indefinite 
tense 

UnI Do BES hoZ KAnAY [KAn+A+E]|  
He is a good man. 

Subject + noun/noun-
equivalence + KAnA 1. 

In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’, BES means ‘good’, and hoZ means ‘a man’. Here, UnI is the 
subject, KAnAY is the principal verb, and BES hoZ is considered as a complement to the 
principal verb KAnA. 

2. Past indefinite 
tense 

UnI Do BES hoZ TAhEN KAnAY [KAn+A+E]|  
He was a good man. 

Subject + noun/noun-
equivalence + TAhEN KAnA 
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 This is the same as the previous sentence except that KAnA has been replaced by  TAhEN KAnA.  
Here also, BES hoZ is considered as a complement to the principal verb TAhEN KAnAY. 
Present/future 
indefinite tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBILA [SIBIL+A]|  
This vegetable dish is very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + A 3. 

In this sentence, noVA means ‘this’, UTU means ‘vegetable dish’, A.dI means ‘very’, and  SIBIL means ‘tasty’. The terminator suffix finite A merges with the word SIBIL, and therefore, SIBILA is considered as the principal verb. This tense is treated as a present indefinite tense if the 
statement relates to quality rather than action. 
Present/future 
indefinite tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL GEYA [SIBIL+GE+A]|  
This vegetable dish is certainly very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + GE + A 

4. 

This is the same as the previous sentence except that the emphasizing infix GE has now been added 
to the sentence just before finite A as per general verb structure source. The role of emphasizing 
infix is to emphasize the fact that the statement is certainly more true, and the emphasizing infix 
precisely does the same. In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the principal verb, and GEYA is 
considered as the auxiliary verb. 
Present indefinite 
tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL KAnA [SIBIL+KAn+A]|  
This vegetable dish is  very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + KAn + A 

5. 

This is also the same as the previous two sentences except that finite A is now replaced by KAnA. 
This kind of sentences is very restrictive in the sense that only those kinds of adjectives which are 
felt by the speaker or the subject may be used here. In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the 
principal verb, and KAnA is considered as the auxiliary verb. 
Present indefinite 
tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL KAn GEYA [SIBIL+KAn+GE+A]|  
This vegetable dish is  certainly very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + KAn + GE+A 

6. 

This is the same as the previous sentence except that emphasizing infix GE has been added just 
before finite A and there is now more weight on the validity of the statement. In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the principal verb, and KAn GEYA is considered as the auxiliary verb. 
Past indefinite 
tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL TAhEN KAnA [SIBIL+TAhEN KAn+A]|  
This vegetable dish was very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + TAhEN KAn+A 

7. 

This is the past indefinite tense form of the example in 3 or 5 above. It can be obtained from 3 
above  by replacing A with TAhEN KAnA or from 5 above by replacing KAn with TAhEN KAn.  
In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the principal verb, and TAhEN KAnA is considered as 
the auxiliary verb. 
Past indefinite 
tense 
 
 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL TAhEN KAn GEYA [SIBIL+TAhEN KAn+GE+A]|  
This vegetable dish was certainly very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + TAhEN KAn + GE + A 8. 

This is the same as the previous sentence except that emphasizing infix GE has been added just 
before finite A. In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the principal verb, and TAhEN KAn GEYA is considered as the auxiliary verb. 
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Past indefinite 
tense 

noVA UTU Do A.dI SIBIL GE TAhEN KAnA [SIBIL+GE+TAhEN KAnA]|  
This vegetable dish was certainly very tasty. 

Subject + 
adjective/adjective-
equivalence + GE + TAhEN KAnA 

9. 

This is the same as the  sentence in 7 above except that emphasizing infix GE has been added 
before the terminator suffix TAhEN KAnA. In this sentence, SIBIL is considered as the principal 
verb, and GE TAhEN KAnA is considered as the auxiliary verb. 

 
Table 4.2 

4.2 Transitive and Intransitive Verbs 
 

A simple main verb in a verb structure, which is henceforward referred to as verb only, may 
be either transitive or intransitive. A verb is said to be  intransitive if the effect of the action of the 
verb is limited to the subject only. A verb is said to be transitive if the effect of the action of the 
verb extends to another component of the sentence other than the subject. This component of the 
sentence is known as the object of the verb. An object of a verb is not followed by a postposition 
to make  its connection with the verb. However, if a component of a sentence is not followed by a 
postposition, it does not mean that it is an object of the verb. If a component of a sentence is an 
object of the verb,  then it is normally possible  to construct a  meaningful sentence in most 
languages with the component as the subject and with a verb the effect of whose action is almost 
the same as that of the verb in the original sentence. This is a good test to find out whether a verb 
is transitive or not, but  the result is not guaranteed, particularly in Santali. In Santali also, there 
are two kinds of objects of a verb, viz., direct, and indirect, but the notion of indirect object in 
Santali is very different from that in English and other indic languages.  Besides, an object of a 
verb in Santali can  be either animate or inanimate. In the rest of this report, a verb is referred 
to as transitive or intransitive if it can be used as such. A transitive verb can have the 
following possible combination of objects on which the form of its verb structure would depend: 

 
1. A direct inanimate object 
2. A direct animate object 
3. An indirect animate object with an optional direct inanimate object 
4. An indirect inanimate object 
 
In most languages, the form of a verb structure does not depend on the object. In case of 

Santali, any of the above four kinds of objects results in a separate verb structure for each of the 
tenses. An indirect animate object may have an associated direct inanimate object, but the form of 
the verb structure would depend only on the indirect animate object, and it would not depend on 
the presence or absence of the direct inanimate object. The examples of verb structures 
corresponding to different kinds of verbs are shown in the  table 4.3  given below. 
 I~QIQ [IQ+IQ] LANDAYEG A [LANDA+EG+A]|      I am 

laughing. 
Intransitive verb 1. 

In this sentence, IQ means ‘I’, LANDA means ‘to laugh’,  and it is clearly an intransitive verb. IQ oZAG IQ SEnoG KAnA [SEn+oG+KAn+A]|      I am 
going home.  

Intransitive verb 2. 

In this sentence, oZAG means ‘home’, SEn means ‘to go’ which  is an intransitive verb. Please 
note that oZAG is not an object of the verb SEn even though it is not followed by a postposition. 

3. UnI CAKAY [CAKA+E] A.CUREG A [A.CUR+EG+A]|    He 
is rotating a wheel. 

Transitive verb with direct 
inanimate object 
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 In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’, CAKA means ‘a wheel’, and A.CUR means ‘to rotate’. Here, CAKA is an inanimate object of the verb A.CUR, and A.CUR is a transitive verb in this case. noVA CAKA Do A.CURoG KAnA [A.CUR+oG+KAn+A]| 
This wheel is rotating. 

Intransitive verb 4. 

In this sentence, noVA means ‘this’,  and there is no object to the verb A.CUR, and therefore, it 
has been used here as an intransitive verb. UnI AmE [Am+E] A.GU KED mEYA [A.GU+KED+mE+A]|  
He brought you(not really possible in English). 

Transitive verb with direct 
animate object 

5. 

In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’, Am means ‘you’, and A.GU means ‘to bring’. Here,  Am  is used 
as a direct object to the verb A.GU, and therefore, it has been used  as a transitive verb with direct 
animate object. UnI Am mID GILA.S DAG E A.GUWAD mEYA [A.GU+AD+mE+A]| He brought you a glass of water. Transitive verb with 

indirect animate object 
6. 

In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’,  mID means ‘one’, GILA.S means ‘glass’, DAG means 
‘water’, and mID GILA.S DAG means ‘a glass of water’. Here, Am is the indirect object, and mID GILA.S DAG is the direct object to the verb A.GU, and hence, in this case, A.GU is a 
transitive verb with indirect animate object. UnI AmE THUWAD mEYA [THU+AD+mE+A]| 
He spat on you. 

Transitive verb with 
indirect animate object 

7. 

In this sentence, UnI means ‘he’, Am means ‘you’, and THU means ‘to spit’. Here, Am is the 
indirect animate object of verb THU. Normally, THU is an intransitive verb, but with indirect 
animate object, it has become possible to use it as a transitive verb, and note that it does not have a 
direct inanimate object. UnI Am CETAn REY THU KEG_A [THU+KEG+A]| He spat 
on you. Intransitive verb 8. 

This is the same as the previous  sentence, and CETAn RE means ‘on top of’. Here, THU is an 
intransitive verb, and therefore, Am is connected with the verb THU using the postpositional phrase CETAn RE . IQ DHIRIQ KUtA.mAG KAnA [KUtA.m+AG+KAn+A]| I 
am hammering on the stone. 

Transitive verb with 
indirect  inanimate object 

9. 

In this sentence, IQ means ‘I’, DHIRI means ‘stone’, and KUtA.m means ‘to hammer’. In this 
case, DHIRI is an indirect inanimate object of verb KUtA.m since the action of hammering on the 
stone is the goal by itself. IQ DHIRIQ KUtA.mEG A [KUtA.m+EG+A]| 
I am hammering the stone. 

Transitive verb with direct 
inanimate object 

10. 

This is the same as the previous  sentence. In this case, DHIRI is a direct inanimate object of verb KUtA.m since the action of hammering on the stone has a definite purpose other than hammering. 
 

Table 4.3 

4.3 Strong  and Weak Forms of Verb Structures 
 

In Santali, there are two broad classes of verb structures which we call them as weak and 
strong form of verb structures besides the basic form discussed earlier. These structures are such 
that each weak form has a corresponding strong form with exactly the same semantics. A verb is 
said to be  used in weak(strong) form if it has been used in a weak(strong) form of verb structure.  
An intransitive verb is used either in strong form or in weak form, but not in both forms in 
most cases.  The verbs which can be transitive may be used in both strong as well as weak 
form. In case of weak form of verb structure, the form of verb structure mainly depends on the 
tense of the form. But, in case of strong form of verb structure, the form of  verb structure also 
depends on one of the following factors: (i) the verb has a direct inanimate object or no object, 
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(ii) the verb has a direct animate object, (iii) the verb has an indirect inanimate object, (iv) the 
verb has an indirect animate object, (v) the verb structure has a subject infix. It should now be 
clear  as to why different forms of verb structures were being used for the same semantics. For 
each form of verb structure, we have given a name for its tense which we thought is most 
appropriate to its meaning. It is also to be noted that structurally related forms of verbs structures 
will have the same semantics, and therefore, the same tense.  Besides, there are other forms of 
verb structures which are derivable from these structures using the general verb structure source, 
but they would be dealt with later. In addition, there are verb structures which do not have dual 
forms like strong and weak, but these forms are very few in number, and will be dealt with later 
in this section. 

4.3.1 Forms of  Verb Structures of Intransitive Verbs 
 

Table 4.4 shown below gives ten basic strong forms of verb structures along with the 
corresponding weak forms of verb structures for intransitive verbs. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZA [DA.Z+A]| I 

shall run. 
Principal verb: DA.ZA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

I~QIQ SEnoG A [SEn+oG+A]| I shall go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG_A [DA.Z+KAG+A]| I shall  

continue to run (till some desired 
objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A I~QIQ SEn KoG_A [SEn+KoG+A]| I shall continue 

to go (with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZEG A [DA.Z+EG+A]| I am running. 

Principal verb: DA.ZEG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

I~QIQ SEnoG KAnA [SEn+oG+KAn+A]| I am 
going. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG KAnA [DA.Z+KAG+KAn+A]| I am 

continuing to run (till some desired 
objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

I~QIQ SEn KoG KAnA [SEn+KoG+KAn+A]| I am 
continuing to go (with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain 
there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z AKAG_A [DA.Z+AKAG+A]| I have run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

I~QIQ SEn AKAnA [SEn+AKAn+A]| I have gone. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KEG_A [DA.Z+KEG+A]| I ran. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

I~QIQ SEn EnA [SEn+En+A]| I went. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 
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7. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z LEG_A [DA.Z+LEG+A]| I had run 
(before another  implied event). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

I~QIQ SEn LEnA [SEn+LEn+A]| I had gone 
(before another implied event). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

8. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z mA [DA.Z+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

I~QIQ SEnoG mA [SEn+oG+mA]| I order/advise 
myself to go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

9. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG mA [DA.Z+KAG+mA]| I 

order/advise myself to run (till  
some desired objective is 
achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA 

I~QIQ SEn KoG mA [SEn+KoG+mA]| I order/advise 
myself to go (with a view to reach 
the destination, and remain there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mA 

10. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z LE GE [DA.Z+LE+GE]| Let me run. 

Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

I~QIQ SEn LEn GE [SEn+LEn+GE]| Let me go. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

 
Table 4.4 

 
In the table 4.4 given above, we have listed all the verb structures using only the verbal 

suffix,  existential infix KAn, and terminator suffix finite  A or its equivalences mA and GE. 
These verb structures may be considered as the basic verb structures of Santali language together 
with a few other verb structures to be given later. Inanimate subjects are normally used together 
with weak form of verb structures, and they will not have any bound emphasizer. But when they 
are used together with strong form of verb structures, they are treated like animate subjects of 
third person,  and have a bound emphasizer. This is contrary to popular belief that animate 
and inanimate subjects are always distinguished in the verb except in rare cases where 
natural force is involved[2]. Appendix C1-C12 gives weak forms of verb structures of  
intransitive verbs for different subjects. Appendix C13-C24 gives the corresponding strong forms 
of verb structures of intransitive verbs and transitive verbs with inanimate object for different 
subjects  The use of  other components from the general verb structure source would result in 
more complex verb structures which would be described later. The following points must be 
noted about the verb structures given in the table 4.4 above. 
 

1. Strong and weak forms of verb structures are clearly distinguishable, and they are also 
very much structurally correlated. Existence of intransitive verbs for both forms in large 
numbers shows that it is incorrect to equate these two forms of verb structures in Santali, 
viz., strong and weak, with active and passive voice  respectively of English and other 
Indic languages. 

2. The verb DA.Z is always intransitive, and it is always used in strong form of verb 
structure. Some of the other verbs which are  used like verb DA.Z are RAG which means 
‘to cry’, LANDA which means ‘to laugh’, Don which means ‘to jump’ etc. A 
significant number of  verbs belong to this category.  However, some of these verbs may 
also be used as a transitive verb with indirect object or as intransitive verb in weak form. 
A list of these verbs  together with their various  forms  is given in appendix A2. 
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3. The verb SEn is also always intransitive, and it is always used in weak form of verb 
structure. Some of the other verbs which are like verb SEn are QIR which means ‘to flee 
away’, hENJ which means ‘to come’, DUDXZUm which means ‘to feel drowsy’,  IKZUm which means ‘to kneel down’, BoLo which means ‘to enter’  etc. A large 
number of verbs also belong to this category. A list of these verbs  together with their 
various  forms  is given in appendix A1. 

4. Strong forms essentially carry the meaning that the subject is more energetically involved  
in executing the action represented by the verbs than the corresponding weak forms. 

5. Corresponding weak and strong forms of verbs have exactly the same semantics except 
for point 4 given above. 

6. The verbal suffix  always gets merged with the base component  in case of weak form of 
present/future indefinite tense, present continuous tense and present imperative tense, and 
strong form of present continuous tense. This results in  suffixed forms of verbs in base 
form, but the modification may not be uniform across all verbs in base form. Hence, these 
suffixed forms for some of the verbs in base form are also given in appendix A1 and A2.  
For other tenses, the verbal suffix remains separate constituting a part of the auxiliary 
verb. 

7. Existential infix KAn is used in  present continuous tenses as required.  Generally, it is 
used with weak form, but it may also be used with strong form as it is the case here with 
the present persistent continuous tense. 

8. For some of the words in the auxiliary verbs, there are alternate words which are also 
used. These words are AKADA [AKAD+A] for AKAG_A, EDA [ED+A] for EG_A, KEDA [KED+A]  for KEG_A, LEDA [LED+A] for LEG_A, LAG_A [LAG+A] for LEG_A, LADA [LAD+A] for LAG_A| 

9. It is to be noted that a few of the translations in the table 4.4 may not be accurate enough, 
and there is a scope for improvement. 

10. It is to be noted that, in  present imperative tense and present persistent imperative tense,  
when the subject is of second person type, and the bound emphasizer is suffixed to the 
verb to emphasize it, the bound emphasizer merges with the terminator suffix resulting in 
a single word(mE, BIn, PE),  which acts both as the terminator suffix as well as the 
bound emphasizer. That is, the terminator suffix mA is eliminated. Examples to illustrate  
the use of this form are given in the table  4.5 shown below.  

 
Tense of the 

Verbs 
Subjects of 

Second 
Person Type 

Examples of Sentences in 
Which Subject is 

Emphasized  

Examples of Sentences in 
Which Verb  is 

Emphasized 
a. AmEm DA.Z mA [DA.Z+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to run. 

a. Am DA.Z mE [DA.Z+mE]| You run. 
1.  Am 
(Singular 
Number) 

b. AmEm SEnoG mA [SEn+oG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to go. b. Am SEnoG mE [SEn+oG+mE]| You go. 
a. A.BIn BIn DA.Z mA [DA.Z+mA]| Two of you are 
ordered/advised to run. 

a. A.BIn DA.Z BIn [DA.Z+BIn]| Two of you 
run. 

2.  A.BIn 
(Dual Number) 

b. A.BIn BIn SEnoG mA [SEn+oG+mA]| Two of you 
are ordered/advised to go. b. A.BIn SEnoG BIn [SEn+oG+BIn]| Two of 

you go. 
Present 
Imperative 
Tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF)  

3.  APE a. APE PE DA.Z mA a. APE DA.Z PE 
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[DA.Z+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to run. 

[DA.Z+PE]| You run.  (Plural 
Number) 

b. APE PE SEnoG mA [SEn+oG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to go. b. APE SEnoG PE [SEn+oG+PE]| You go. 
a. AmEm DA.Z KAG mA [DA.Z+KAG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to run(till  some 
desired objective is achieved). 

a. Am DA.Z KAG mE [DA.Z+KAG+mE]| You 
continue to run(till  some 
desired objective is achieved). 

1.  Am 
(Singular 
Number) 

b. AmEm SEn KoG mA [SEn+KoG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). b. Am SEn KoG mE [SEn+KoG+mE]| You 

continue to go(with a view to 
reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

a. A.BIn BIn DA.Z KAG mA [DA.Z+KAG+mA]| Two 
of you are ordered/advised to 
run(till  some desired objective 
is achieved). 

a. A.BIn DA.Z KAG BIn [DA.Z+KAG+BIn]| Two 
of you continue to run(till  
some desired objective is 
achieved). 

2. A.BIn 
(Dual Number) 

b. A.BIn BIn SEn KoG mA [SEn+KoG+mA]| Two 
of you are ordered/advised to 
go(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). b. A.BIn SEn KoG BIn [SEn+KoG+BIn]| Two 

of you continue to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). 

a. APE PE DA.Z KAG mA [DA.Z+KAG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to run(till  some 
desired objective is achieved). 

a. APE DA.Z KAG PE [DA.Z+KAG+PE]| You 
continue to run(till  some 
desired objective is achieved). 

Present 
Persistent 
Imperative 
Tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) 

3. APE 
(Plural 
Number) 

b. APE PE SEn KoG mA [SEn+KoG+mA]| You are 
ordered/advised to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). b. APE SEn KoG PE [SEn+KoG+PE]| You 

continue to go(with a view to 
reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

 
Table  4.5 

4.3.2 Naming of the Tenses 
 

Wherever KoG or KAG is used, there is an implied persistence on behalf of the subject to 
continue the action of the verb or to remain in the state resulting due to the completion of the 
action of the verb till the desired task is completed, and this  fact has been  noted by Rev. P. O. 
Bodding himself[2]. What it means is that, in the former case, it would take some time to 
complete the action of the verb, and the subject would persist in continuing the action till the 
desired objective is achieved. In the later case, the subject would  persist in the state resulting 
due to the completion of the action of the verb till the desired objective is achieved. Hence, we 
thought it appropriate to include the word ‘persistent’ in the name of these tenses. Form 1 may be 
used both as a present indefinite tense as well as a future indefinite tense, but it is generally used 
as future indefinite tense. It is used as present indefinite tense when the verb is qualified 
appropriately with an adverb. Form 2 together with the above observation makes sure that the 
action will take place in the future, and hence, we have named it as future persistent indefinite 
tense. Form 3  corresponds to  present continuous tense, and denotes that the action is happening 
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at the current instant of time. Form 4 also corresponds to present continuous tense with the 
qualification that the action would continue till the desired task is completed. Hence, it is named 
as present persistent continuous tense. Form 5 corresponds to present perfect tense, and denotes 
that the action of the verb has been completed just now. Form 6 corresponds to past indefinite 
tense, and denotes that the action of the verb was completed sometime back in the past. Form 7 
roughly corresponds to past perfect tense, and denotes that the action of the verb was completed 
before the completion of an implied action of another verb. In case of English, the implied action 
has to be always explicit, but in case of Santali, like other Indian languages, the implied action is 
implicit most of the times. Hence, form 7 is named as past perfect tense even though it is not 
exactly the same. In form 8 and 9, there is an implicit order or advice contained in them.  In form 
9, there is also a persistence to continue the action till the desired goal is achieved. Hence, these 
forms have been named accordingly. In form 10, the audience is being informed of the action to 
be performed by the subject before another action can take place, and there is  an implicit request 
for approval from the audience, and hence it is named as present informative tense. It is to be 
noted that this tense is different from the tenses like present continuous tense which merely states 
a fact. Many of the Santali names for  terms and tenses have  been taken and derived from the 
names already appearing in [3, 4]. This ensures that there is a kind of backward consistency for 
the names of the terms  and tenses in Santali. A list of important terms along with their 
equivalence in Santali is given in appendix C. 

4.3.3 Uses of  the Tenses  and Translation  of Simple Sentences  with Intransitive Verbs to 
English 

 
Like other languages, there is a default timing-related semantics(meaning) associated with 

each form(tense) of  verb structures of intransitive verbs given in table 4.4, and these semantics 
are described above adequately. However, other timing-related semantics may be associated with 
each of these forms of verb structures of intransitive verbs as well.  For example, using a suitable 
adverb, it is possible to indicate that the action denoted by the verb is being repeated at regular 
interval, and this may also suitably extend the duration when the action is being repeated. This 
feature is not unique to Santali, but is found in other languages as well. The details of this feature 
for English language are given in [6, pp. 79-83]. The translation of a simple sentence with an 
intransitive verb to English will depend on the semantics that  is attached to the intransitive verb. 
The various uses of each form of verb structures of intransitive verbs are illustrated using 
examples below, but the list of uses for each form may not be complete. 
 

A. Uses of  Present/Future Indefinite Tense Forms 
(i) To denote an action that will happen  in the future at  certain time: IQ BAJARIQ SEnoG A| I shall go to the market. In this example, IQ means ‘I’, BAJAR means 

‘market’, and SEn means ‘to go’. If an adverb is not used, the usual meaning attached 
to this form of verb structure is that the action will happen  in the future at certain time, 
and it will normally be translated to English as future indefinite tense. 

(ii)  To denote actions that express universal truth: SIQ CANDo DIn hILoG PURoB SED REY[RE+E] RAKAB A| The sun rises in the east everyday. In this example, SIQ CANDo means ‘the sun’,     DIn hILoG means ‘everyday’, PURoB means 
‘east’, SED RE means ‘in the direction of’, and RAKAB means ‘to rise’.  The use of 
the adverb DIn hILoG makes the verb a present indefinite one, and is used here to 
express a universal truth that happens everyday. Such sentences in Santali should be 
translated to present indefinite tense in English. 
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(iii)  To denote actions of habitual nature: IQ DIn hILoG Um TAYomIQ BoNGAYA| I worship everyday after bath. In this example, IQ means ‘I’, DIn hILoG means ‘everyday’, TAYom means ‘after’, BoNGA means ‘to worship’. Since 
the action is of habitual nature, the tense of the verb is taken to be present indefinite, 
and denotes that the subject has been doing this action in the past, and will continue to 
perform it in the future. These sentences should also be translated to present indefinite 
tense in English.   

(iv) To denote actions that will take place in the future periodically: IQ DIn hILoG BAJARIQ SEnoG A| I shall go to the market everyday. In this example, BAJAR 
means ‘market’, and SEn means ‘to go’.  Since the action is qualified by the adverb DIn hILoG  to occur everyday,  but  is neither a universal truth nor a habit, it is 
presumed to take place in the future everyday. Hence, sentences of this kind should be 
translated to future indefinite tense in English. 

 
B. Uses of Future Persistent  indefinite Tense Forms 

(i) To denote that the subject would continue to perform the action of the verb  till some 
desired objective is achieved: UnI noNdE DHA.BIJ E DA.Z KAG_A| He will 
continue to run up to this place. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, DHA.BIJ means 
‘up to’, noNdE means ‘this place’, and DA.Z means ‘to run’.  What the above sentence 
means is that ‘he would be running  till  he reaches this place’. Sentences of this kind 
should  be translated to future indefinite tense in English. 

(ii)  To denote that the subject would continue to remain in the state resulting due to the 
completion of the action of the verb till some desired objective is achieved: UnI noNdEY[noNdE+E] TINGU KoG_A| He will stand here (and continue to remain in 
the standing position till some desired objective is achieved). In this example, UnI 
means ‘he’, noNdE means ‘here’, and TINGU means ‘to stand’. The above sentence 
means that ‘he would continue to remain in the standing position till some desired 
objective is achieved’. Sentences of this kind may be translated either to future 
indefinite tense or  to future continuous tense in English. 

(iii)  To denote an action that would be repeated in the future together with one of the above 
two meanings: This is merely achieved by adding a suitable adverb to the sentence. 
Important thing is that the addition of such adverb does not result in change in the 
above two meanings of this form. 

 
C. Uses of Present Continuous Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that is happening at the current instant of time: IQ BAJARIQ SEnoG KAnA| I am going to the market. In this example, IQ means ‘I’, BAJAR 
means ‘market’, and SEn means ‘to go’. The above sentence means that the subject is 
going to the market at the current instant of time, and this is the default meaning of this 
form of verb without any adverb. Such sentences should be translated to present 
continuous tense in English. 

(ii)  To denote an action that is supposed to take place shortly in the future: I~QIQ hIJUG KAn GEYA| I am certainly coming.  In this example, IQ means ‘I’, hENJ 
means ‘to come’. The example clearly means that the action of coming is to take place 
shortly in the future. Such sentences should  be translated to English as present 
continuous tense.  

(iii)  To denote an action that has started in the past, and is still continuing: UnI Do noNdE DIn KALom KHonE[KHon+E] TAhENn KAnA| He has been staying 
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here since last year. In this example,  UnI means ‘he’, noNdE means ‘here’, DIn KALom means ‘last year’, KHon means ‘since’, and TAhENn means to stay. There is 
no equivalence of present perfect continuous tense in Santali, but it may be simulated 
using complex verb structures. In this case, present continuous tense together with 
suitable adverb or adverbial phrase is used for the same purpose. While translating such 
sentences in Santali to English, they should be translated to present perfect continuous 
tense. 

(iv) To denote an action that took place  in the past regularly, and that is continuing to be 
repeated  till the current instant of time: UnI DIn hILoG E UmUG KAnA| He 
is taking bath everyday. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, DIn hILoG means 
‘everyday’, and  Um means ‘to take bath’. It is to be noted that this use of present 
continuous tense form cannot be interpreted as present indefinite tense representing 
universal truth. That is,  from the above sentence, we cannot infer that the action of 
taking bath is of habitual nature, but he has been doing it so far regularly. Such 
sentences should  be translated to present continuous tense in English. 

 
D. Uses of Present Persistent Continuous  Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that is taking place at the current instant of time together with the 
fact that the subject would persist  in continuing  the action till some desired objective 
is achieved: UnI noNdE DHA.BIJ E hENJ KoG KAnA| He is coming up to 
this place. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, noNdE means ‘this place’, DHA.BIJ 
means ‘up to’, and  hENJ means ‘to come’. The above sentence means that currently, 
he is coming, and will continue to come till he reaches this place. Sentences of this kind 
may normally be translated to present continuous tense in English. 

(ii)  To denote an action that is taking place at the current instant of time together with the 
fact that the subject would persist  in the state resulting due to the completion of the 
action of the verb  till some desired objective is achieved: UnI noNdEY [noNdE+E] UmUL KoG KAnA| He is standing in the shadow here(and will remain here till 
some desired objective is achieved). In this example, UnI means ‘he’, noNdE means 
‘here’, and  UmUL means ‘to stand in the shadow’. The above sentence means that 
currently he is standing in the shadow here, and will continue to stand here till some 
desired objective is achieved. These sentences also may normally be translated to 
present continuous tense in English. 

(iii)  To denote an action that took place  in the past regularly and that is continuing to be 
repeated  till the current instant of time. In addition, whenever the action took place, 
the subject would persist either  in continuing  the action or  in the state resulting due 
to the completion of the action of the verb, till some desired objective is achieved: UnI DIn hILoG noNdEY[noNdE+E] UmUL KoG KAnA| He is standing in the 
shadow here everyday.  This is the same example as in D(ii) above except that the verb 
is now qualified using the adverb DIn hILoG which means ‘everyday’. The above 
sentence means that the action of standing in shadow has been repeated in the past 
everyday, and each time, it was continued till some desired objective was achieved, but 
it does not give a hint as to what would happen in the future. These sentences may also 
be translated to English as present continuous tense. 

 
E. Uses of Present Perfect Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that has been completed in the immediate past: UnI DoY [Do+E] BERED AKAnA| He has woken up. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, and 
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BERED means ‘to wake up’.  Sentences of this kind should be translated to English as 
present perfect tense. 

(ii)  To denote an action whose time of action is not known, but it took place in the past, and 
its effect is still being felt: UnI Do oZAG E SEn AKAnA| He has gone home. 
In this example, UnI means ‘he’, oZAG means ‘home’, and  SEn means ‘to go’. It is 
not known when he went home, but he is expected to come back, and his absence is 
being felt. Sentences of this kind should also be translated to English as present perfect 
tense. 

(iii)  To denote an action that has started in the past, and is continuing up to the present 
moment: UnI Do A.dI DIn KHon oZAG BAY [BA+E] SEn AKAnA| He 
has not gone home for a long time. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, A.dI DIn 
means ‘a long time’, KHon means ‘for’,  oZAG means ‘home’, and  SEn means ‘to 
go’. Such uses are more common in negative sentences, but can also be used in 
affirmative sentences. These sentences may also be translated to English as present 
perfect tense. 

 
F. Uses of Past Indefinite Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that took place in the past: UnI Do oZAG hoLAY [hoLA+E] SEn EnA| He went home yesterday.  In this example, UnI means 
‘he’, oZAG means ‘home’, hoLA means ‘yesterday’,  and  SEn means ‘to go’.  This 
is a typical use of this form, and the time of action is usually provided by an adverb, but 
it is not necessary. These sentences should be translated to English as past indefinite 
tense. 

(ii)  To denote an action that has taken place just now: UnI DoY [Do+E] JA.PID KEG_A, Am hoN JA.PIDX mE| He has slept, and hence, you also sleep. In this 
example, UnI means ‘he’, JA.PID means ‘to sleep’, Am means ‘you’,  and  hoN 
means ‘also’. This is a typical use of past indefinite tense in Indian languages, but it 
corresponds to present perfect tense in English, and therefore, the first JA.PID in the 
above sentence is translated in English as present perfect tense. 

(iii)  To denote an action that took place in the past regularly: CALAWEn CANDo, IQ DIn hILoG oZAG IQ SEn EnA| Last month, I went home everyday. In this 
example, CALAWEn means ‘last’, CANDo means ‘month’, IQ means ‘I’,  DIn hILoG means ‘everyday’, oZAG means ‘home’, and  SEn means ‘to go’. This 
example shows that the past indefinite tense form can be qualified using an adverb to 
indicate that  the action was repeated in the past regularly. These sentences should also 
be translated to English as past indefinite tense. 

 
G. Uses of Past Perfect Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that had taken place before another implied event took place: IQ BAJARIQ SEn LEnA| I had gone to the market (before I came  here). In this 
example, IQ means ‘I’, BAJAR means ‘market’, and  SEn means ‘to go’. This is 
typical use of this form in Santali like in most Indian languages. Without the implied 
event, it should actually be translated to English as past indefinite tense. Normally, 
however, these sentences may be translated to English as past perfect tense. 

 
H. Uses of Present Imperative Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that expresses a command to be obeyed by the subject: Am noNdE TINGUn mE| Stand here. In this example, Am means ‘you’,  noNdE means 
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‘here’, and  TINGU  means ‘to stand’.  A command is usually given to a subject in 2nd  
person. These sentences may be translated to English as present indefinite tense in 
imperative mood. 

(ii)  To denote an action that expresses a wish or desire to be fulfilled  by the subject: UnI noNdEY [noNdE+E] hIJUG mA| I desire that he comes here. In this example, UnI  means ‘he’,  noNdE means ‘here’, and  hENJ  means ‘to come’.  Because there 
is an expression of wish or desire by the speaker,  this implied part of  the sentence  in 
Santali needs to be added separately  to the corresponding sentence in English. These 
sentences are normally translated to English as present indefinite tense again. 

(iii)  To denote an action that expresses a request to be entertained by the subject: Am IQ IKA.YIQ [IKA.+IQ] mE| Please forgive me. In this example, Am  means ‘you’,  IQ means ‘I’, and  IKA.  means ‘to forgive’. What is expressed  as a request or 
command depends on the kind of actions. Actions such as ‘to forgive’, ‘to have mercy’ 
etc. are normally interpreted as a request. These sentences are also  translated to 
English as present indefinite tense. 

 
I. Uses of Present Persistent  Imperative Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that expresses a command to be obeyed by the subject, and the 
subject should continue performing the action or remain in the state resulting due to 
the completion of the action till some desired objective is achieved: Am noNdE TINGU KoG mE| Stand here (and remain in the standing position till some desired 
objective is achieved). In this example, Am means ‘you’,  noNdE means ‘here’, and  TINGU  means ‘to stand’.  Here, the subject should remain in the standing position till 
some desired objective is achieved. These sentences are also translated to English as 
present indefinite tense in imperative mood. 

(ii)  To denote an action that expresses a wish or a desire to be fulfilled  by the subject, and 
the subject should continue performing the action or remain in the state resulting due 
to the completion of the action till some desired objective is achieved:  UnI noNdEY [noNdE+E] hENJ KoG mA| I desire that he comes here (and remain here till some 
desired objective is achieved). In this example, UnI  means ‘he’,  noNdE means 
‘here’, and  hENJ  means ‘to come’.  Here , it is expected that the subject would 
remain at the destination place till some desired objective is achieved. These sentences 
should be translated to English as present  indefinite tense together with the changes as 
required. 

(iii)  To denote an action that expresses a request to be entertained by the subject, and the 
subject should continue performing the action or remain in the state resulting due to 
the completion of the action till some desired objective is achieved: Am IQ IKA. KA.Q [KA+IQ] mE| Please forgive me. In this example, Am  means ‘you’,  IQ 
means ‘I’, and  IKA.  means ‘to forgive’. Requests such as this are normally 
expressed in persistent forms, and non-persistent forms are slightly awkward even 
though we have given as example in the above for the sake of completeness. These 
sentences should also be translated to English as present  indefinite tense in imperative 
mood. 

 
J. Uses of  Present Informative Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action about which the audience is informed that it is going to take place 
now before another action can take place, and there is an implicit request for approval 
from the audience: ALAF oZAG LAF SEn LEn GE| Let us go home first. In 
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this example, ALAF means ‘two of us’, oZAG means ‘home’, and SEn means ‘to 
go’. This kind of sentence is normally used with another sentence whose action is 
supposed to take place after that of the first sentence, but the second sentence is not 
essential, and it may just be implicit. These sentences are again translated to English as 
present indefinite tense in imperative mood. 

4.3.4 Observations on the Tenses and the Uses of  the Tenses 
 

The following observations can be made on the tenses and the uses of the tenses.  
 

1. From a pragmatic point of view, an adverb of frequency moves back the initial instant of 
time when the action of a verb starts getting executed, and since then it is repeated till the 
instant of time when it is supposed to have executed without the adverb of frequency. 
This should explain why we have the above semantics for sentences with adverb of 
frequency. 

2. From the above ten tenses, another four basic tenses, viz., past repetitive tense, past 
persistent repetitive tense, past continuous tense, past persistent continuous tense, 
are obtained from present/future indefinite tense, future persistent indefinite tense, 
present continuous tense, present persistent continuous tense respectively, by replacing 
the terminator suffix finite A with terminator suffix TAhENJ (or its equivalence). 
Another basic tense, viz., past persistent indefinite tense, is also used with transitive 
verbs in strong form. Besides, two basic forms of verb structures have been exclusively 
characterized as present indefinite tense. Three more future tenses, viz., future 
indefinite tense, future continuous tense, and future perfect tense  which are formed 
in a slightly different manner from the general verb structure source, are also frequently 
used.  The verb structures of these nineteen tenses may be considered as the fundamental 
verb structures of Santali language. It is to be noted that each tense has a number of verb 
structures for various types of verbs. The verb structures corresponding to the remaining 
tenses would be described in later sections. 

3. The uses of the tenses for other kinds of verbs, viz., transitive verbs with different kinds 
of objects, and verbs with subject infix etc.  are the same as those described above for 
intransitive verbs. Hence, the uses of the above ten tenses for other kinds of verbs  would 
not be described later. But the uses of the remaining tenses would be described at an 
appropriate section later. 

4. From the observation on the uses of the above ten tenses, and the fact that there are nine 
more basic tenses, it is quite clear that the Santali language is sufficiently equipped to 
denote various kinds of timing-related semantics for the actions of the verbs that are 
required in a modern language. But, of course, it has its own way of doing things, and 
persistent form of verb structure is one such example. 

5. In practice, a Santali verb structure may be quite complex with components such as verb 
qualifiers, emphasizing infix, possessive infix, optional free emphasizer etc. getting into 
it. But these would not change the basic timing-related semantics of the above nineteen 
tenses in a significant way. 

6. It is to be noted that, for intransitive verbs, four tenses, viz.,  present perfect tense, past 
indefinite tense, past perfect tense, and present informative tense, do not have their 
persistent counterpart. But for transitive verbs, past indefinite has its persistent 
counterpart, and the remaining three do not have. 

7. As noted earlier in part (C) above, there is no proper equivalence of perfect continuous 
tense forms of verb structures in Santali, but they may be simulated using aka form of 
verb structures to be described later. Also, it is to be noted that these forms are very 
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rarely used in Santali like in most indic languages. In English language also, the use of 
these forms are on the decline. 

4.3.5 Deviations in Weak Forms of  Verb Structures of Intransitive Verbs 
 

There are certain intransitive verbs like QIR which means ‘to flee away’, BoLo which 
means ‘to enter’ etc. whose  weak forms of verb structures  are not exactly the same as those of 
verb SEn for three of the tenses, viz., present/future indefinite tense, present continuous tense, 
and present imperative tense. In fact, the form of verb structure of the verb QIR for present/future 
indefinite tense is the same as that of the corresponding strong form of verb structure of  
intransitive verb.  Therefore, it is not possible to conclude that an intransitive verb is in weak or 
strong form by looking at the form of just a few tenses.  Whether an intransitive verb is in weak 
or strong form can be concluded with certainty only after looking at the forms of verb structures 
of intransitive verb for all the tenses. It is also to be noted that the weak forms of verb 
structures of intransitive verb TAhEN which is also used extensively as part of auxiliary 
verb for certain tenses are the same as those of intransitive verb BoLo. In the table 4.6 
shown below, we give forms of verb structures of verb QIR and BoLo for the purpose of 
reference for all the ten tenses described above. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb QIR Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb BoLo 
1. Present /future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) I~QIQ QIRA [QIR+A]| I 

shall flee away. 
Principal verb: QIRA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

I~QIQ BoLonA [BoLo+on+A]| I shall enter. 
Principal verb: BoLonA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) I~QIQ QIR KoG_A [QIR+KoG+A]| I shall  

continue to flee away (till I am far 
away from the current place). 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A I~QIQ BoLo KoG_A [BoLo+KoG+A]| I shall  

continue to enter (till I am inside). 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR KAnA [QIR+KAn+A]| I am fleeing 

away. 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

I~QIQ BoLon KAnA [BoLo+on+KAn+A]| I am 
entering. 
Principal verb: BoLon 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR KoG KAnA [QIR+KoG+KAn+A]| I am 

continuing to flee away (till I am 
far away from the current place). 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

I~QIQ BoLo KoG KAnA [BoLo+KoG+KAn+A]| I am 
continuing to enter (till I am 
inside). 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR AKAnA [QIR+AKAn+A]| I have fled 
away. 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

I~QIQ BoLo AKAnA [BoLo+AKAn+A]| I have 
entered. 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

6. Past indefinite tense I~QIQ QIR EnA I~QIQ BoLo EnA 



A Framework for Learning Santali                       R. C. Hansdah and N. C. Murmu  

 
 

 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                              36  

(SUPUR EnAF nAF) [QIR+En+A]| I fled away. 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

[BoLo+En+A]| I entered. 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

7. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) I~QIQ QIR LEnA [QIR+LEn+A]| I had fled away 
(before another  implied event). 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

I~QIQ BoLo LEnA [BoLo+LEn+A]| I had entered 
(before another implied event). 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

8. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR mA [QIR+mA]| I 

order/advise myself to flee away. 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

I~QIQ BoLon mA [BoLo+on+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to enter. 
Principal verb: BoLon 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

9. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR KoG mA [QIR+KoG+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to flee away (till I am far 
away from the current place). 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mA 

I~QIQ BoLo KoG mA [BoLo+KoG+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to enter (till I 
am inside). 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mA 

10. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QIR LEn GE [QIR+LEn+GE]| Let me flee 

away. 
Principal verb: QIR 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

I~QIQ BoLo LEn GE [BoLo+LEn+GE]| Let me 
enter. 
Principal verb: BoLo 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

 
Table 4.6 

 
It is also possible that certain intransitive verbs like mEnAG which roughly means ‘is 

available’ and BA.nUG or BA.CUG which roughly means ‘is not available’, and intransitive 
verbs which are obtained after adding a verb qualifier to main verbs can only be used in a few 
forms of the above ten tenses. Some of these verbs are later described in section 4.3.12, and 6. 

4.3.6 Forms of  Verb Structures of Transitive Verbs having Direct  Inanimate Object 
 

The forms of verb structures of transitive verbs having only direct inanimate object  are the 
same as those for strong intransitive verbs. In the table 4.7 given below, we have shown the 
strong forms of verb structures of verb DA.Z together with strong forms verb structures of 
transitive verb QUR with direct inanimate object. From the table 4.7, it is clear that both forms are 
identical. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Direct Inanimate 

Object 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZA [DA.Z+A]| I 

shall run. 
Principal verb: DA.ZA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURA [QUR+A]| I shall drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QURA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Future persistent I~QIQ DA.Z KAG_A IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR 
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indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) [DA.Z+KAG+A]| I shall  
continue to run (till some desired 
objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A KAG_A [QUR+KAG+A]| I 

shall continue to drop a stone (so 
that it reaches the ground, and 
remains there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZEG A [DA.Z+EG+A]| I am running. 

Principal verb: DA.ZEG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUREG A [QUR+EG+A]| I am 
dropping a stone. 
Principal verb: QUREG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG KAnA [DA.Z+KAG+KAn+A]| I am 

continuing to run (till some desired 
objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG KAnA [QUR+KAG+KAn+A]| I am 
continuing to drop a stone (so that 
it reaches the ground and remains 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z AKAG_A [DA.Z+AKAG+A]| I have run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR AKAG_A [QUR+AKAG+A]| I 
have dropped a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KEG_A [DA.Z+KEG+A]| I ran. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KEG_A [QUR+KEG+A]| I 
dropped a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

7. Past persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF)  

 
 
Not Applicable 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAD_A [QUR+KAD+A]| I 
continued to drop a stone (so that it 
reached the ground and remained 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD_A 

8. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z LEG_A [DA.Z+LEG+A]| I had run 
(before another  implied event). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LEG_A [QUR+LEG+A]| I had 
dropped a stone (before another 
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

9. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z mA [DA.Z+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR mA [QUR+A]| I order/advise 
myself to drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF I~QIQ DA.Z KAG mA [DA.Z+KAG+mA]| I 

order/advise myself to run (till  
some desired objective is 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG mA [QUR+KAG+A]| I 
order/advise myself to drop a stone 
(so that  it reaches the ground and 
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nAF) achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA 

remains there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA 

11. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z LE GE [DA.Z+LE+GE]| Let me run. 

Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LE GE [QUR+LE+GE]| Let me 
drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

 
Table 4.7 

 
The verb QUR in weak form is always intransitive. For the sake of comparison, both the weak 

and the strong forms of verb structures of verb QUR are given in table 4.8 below. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb QUR Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Direct Inanimate 

Object 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) I~QIQ QURUG A [QUR+oG+A]| I shall fall. 

Principal verb: QURUG 
Auxiliary verb: A IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURA [QUR+A]| I shall drop a stone. 

Principal verb: QURA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) I~QIQ QUR KoG_A [QUR+KoG+A]| I shall  

continue to fall (so that I am in the 
ground and will remain there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG_A [QUR+KAG+A]| I 

shall continue to drop a stone (so 
that it reaches the ground and 
remains there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QURUG KAnA [QUR+oG+KAn+A]| I am 

falling. 
Principal verb: QURUG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUREG A [QUR+EG+A]| I am 
dropping a stone. 
Principal verb: QUREG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QUR KoG KAnA [QUR+KoG+KAn+A]| I am 

continuing to fall (so that I am in 
the ground and  will remain there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG KAnA [QUR+KAG+KAn+A]| I am  
continuing to drop a stone (so that 
it reaches the ground and  remains 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QUR AKAnA [QUR+AKAn+A]| I have fallen. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR AKAG_A [QUR+AKAG+A]| I 
have dropped a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) I~QIQ QUR EnA [QUR+En+A]| I fell. 
IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KEG_A [QUR+KEG+A]| I 
dropped a stone. 
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Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

7. Past persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF)    

Not Applicable 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAD_A [QUR+KAD+A]| I 
continued to drop a stone (so that it 
reached the ground and remained 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD_A 

8. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) I~QIQ QUR LEnA [QUR+LEn+A]| I had fallen 
(before another  implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LEG_A [QUR+LEG+A]| I had 
dropped a stone (before another 
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

9. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QURUG mA [QUR+oG+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to fall. Principal verb: QURUG 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR mA [QUR+A]| I order/advise 
myself to drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QUR KoG mA [QUR+KoG+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to fall(so that I am in the 
ground and will remain there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG mA [QUR+KAG+A]| I 
order/advise myself to drop a stone 
(so that  it reaches the ground and 
remains there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA 

11. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ QUR LEn GE [QUR+LEn+GE]| Let me fall. 

Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LE GE [QUR+LE+GE]| Let me 
drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

 
Table 4.8 

4.3.7 Semantics of Weak Forms of  Verb Structures of  Transitive Verbs with Direct 
Inanimate Object 

 
The uses of the tenses for the strong forms of verb structures of transitive verbs with direct 

inanimate object are the same as those for the weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verbs, 
and hence, they would not be described again using examples of strong forms of verb structures 
of transitive verbs. In case of verb QUR, it so happens that the weak form is intransitive, but it 
need not be so with other transitive verbs with direct inanimate object. The semantics of weak 
form of verb structure of a transitive verb with direct inanimate object may be reflexive, 
intransitive, pseudo-transitive, or transitive. It is to be noted that the weak form of verb structure 
of a transitive verb with direct inanimate object will not have any object, and it is only the 
corresponding strong form that will have a direct inanimate object. In the table 4.9 given below, 
we discuss these semantics of weak forms of verb structures of transitive verbs using examples. 
 I~QIQ QUR EnA| I fell down. Intransitive 1. 

In this sentence, QUR means ‘to fall’, and with animate subject IQ, the verb QUR is clearly 
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 intransitive. IQA.G TI QUR EnA| My hand fell down. Intransitive 2. 

In this sentence, IQA.G TI means ‘my hand’ which is an inanimate subject to the verb QUR, and 
the verb QUR clearly has intransitive semantics here. I~QIQ QEL EnA| I became visible. I saw myself. Intransitive/Reflexive 3. 

In the above sentence, QEL means ‘to see’. Both intransitive and reflexive semantics are possible 
for the above sentence as shown. The purpose of the example is to show that the intransitive 
semantics is possible together with reflexive semantics with animate subject IQA.G TI QEL EnA| My hand became visible. Intransitive 4. 

The verb QEL in weak form has only intransitive semantics for inanimate subject. Hence, this 
sentence cannot be translated as ‘My hand was seen’. The proper translation of ‘My hand was 
seen’ can be done as in example 7 below. Also, it is to noted that with inanimate subject, the 
meaning of a verb can never be reflexive. I~QIQ GED EnA| I got cut. I cut myself. Pseudo-transitive/ Reflexive 5. 

In this sentence, GED means ‘to cut’. The meaning of the verb GED is  reflexive in the sense that 
cutter is the subject itself. However, in Santali, the verb structure of the sentence looks like an 
intransitive one. The sentence may also mean ‘I got cut’. This semantics is pseudo-transitive 
which is explained below. Depending on the environments, either meaning may be used.  With 
animate subject, a verb of this kind may have both pseudo-transitive and reflexive semantics. IQA.G TI GED EnA| My hand got cut. Pseudo-transitive 6. 

In this sentence,  IQA.G means ‘my’ and TI means ‘hand’.  Here, the subject is not involved in 
performing the action of cutting. Rather, the action of cutting was performed on the subject ‘my 
hand’. But the action of cutting the hand was not planned. Hence, this sentence cannot be 
translated as ‘My hand was cut’. That is why we have termed this semantics as pseudo-transitive. 
With inanimate subject, the verb GED will have pseudo-transitive semantics. An appropriate 
Santali sentence for ‘My hand was cut’ is explained below. IQA.G TI Ko GED KEG_A| My hand was cut. Transitive with passive 

voice semantics 
7. 

In the traditional sense, the above sentence has transitive semantics in active voice, and therefore, 
it is possible to translate it as ‘They cut my hand’, provided one can clearly identify the noun or 
noun phrase which the pronoun ‘they’ represents. In many cases, in a paragraph consisting of 
sentences in Santali,  the above sentence may be used in such a way that it is not possible to 
identify the noun or noun phrase which the pronoun ‘they’ represents. Besides, the bound 
emphasizer Ko for UnKU (or its equivalence) which means ‘they’ emphasizes ‘my hand’. This is 
precisely the semantics that is aimed to be achieved using passive voice in English. That is, object 
is emphasized, and there is no interest in the subject. This is precisely the semantics which the 
above sentence in Santali has, and therefore, it can be translated to English as given above. In 
Santali, realization of passive semantics using this form is quite common. I~QIQ EmoG KAnA| I am giving. Intransitive/Transitive with 

active voice semantics 
8. 

In this sentence, the semantics of verb Em is intransitive. It can also be made transitive by 
assigning an object to verb Em. All the tenses of weak form, viz., present/future indefinite tense, 
present continuous tense, present imperative tense,  and their derivatives,  which use modified 
form EmoG of verb Em  have this semantics with animate subject. But, the tenses in which the 
verb Em is used with animate subject in unmodified form do not make any sense. Also, with 
inanimate subject, the above tenses in which modified form EmoG of verb Em  is used do not 
make any sense.  mIDtIJ CItHI Em AKAnA| A letter has been given. Transitive with passive 

voice semantics 9. 

In this sentence, mIDtIJ means ‘one’, and  CItHI means ‘letter’. With inanimate subject, the 
weak form of verb Em  is transitive  with passive voice semantics in all tenses where it appears 
unmodified. 
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mIDtIJ CItHI EmoGoG KAnA| A letter is being given. Transitive with passive 
voice semantics 

10. 

As shown in example 8 above, since the modified form EmoG of verb Em is not transitive with 
passive voice semantics in all the tenses of weak form in which it is used, another form of verb Em, viz., EmoGoG is used in these tenses so that it is transitive with passive voice semantics. This 
is the case with all the verbs where two forms of the verbs have been given in column 2 of 
appendix A3. It is to be noted in appendix A3 that there are not many verbs of this kind. mIDtIJ PUTHI A.GU EnA| A book was brought. Transitive with passive 

voice semantics 
11. 

In this sentence,  mIDtIJ means ‘one’,  PUTHI means ‘book’, and A.GU means ‘to bring’. The 
verb A.GU in weak form does not make any sense with animate subject, and therefore, there is no 
question of its meaning being reflexive in weak form. With inanimate subject, the verb A.GU in 
weak form is always  transitive with passive voice semantics. 

 
Table 4.9 

4.3.8 Observations on the Semantics of  Weak Forms of  Verb Structures of Transitive 
Verbs with Direct Inanimate Object and Translation of Simple Sentences Using them 
into English 

 
The following table gives a summary of the semantics of weak forms of  verb structures of 

transitive verbs with direct inanimate object.  
 
 Semantics of the Weak Forms of 

Verb Structures of Transitive Verbs 
with Animate Subject 

Semantics of the Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verbs with 

Inanimate Subject 
1. Intransitive Intransitive 
2. Intransitive/Reflexive Intransitive 
3. Pseudo-transitive/Reflexive Pseudo-transitive 
4. Intransitive/Transitive with active voice 

semantics 
NIL 

5. NIL Transitive with passive voice semantics 
 

Table 4.10 
 

From the table 4.9 and 4.10, the following useful observations can be made on the semantics 
of weak forms of verb structures of transitive verbs with direct inanimate object, and  this would 
greatly help to figure out which sentences in Santali can be translated to English as passive voice. 
These observations are also useful  while translating an English sentence in passive voice to 
Santali. 
 

1. Certain transitive verbs cannot be used in weak form of verb structure, e.g., verb SEREQ. 
Other examples may be found in appendix A3. 

2. A transitive verb in weak form of verb structure may have only intransitive semantics for 
both animate and inanimate subject(example 1 & 2 in table 4.9). There are a good 
number of  transitive verbs of this kind in Santali, and hence, it shows that the weak 
forms of verb structures of transitive verbs in Santali cannot be equated with passive 
voice. 

3. A transitive verb in weak form of verb structure may have intransitive/reflexive 
semantics for animate subject, but it will have only intransitive semantics for inanimate 
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subject(example 3 & 4 in table 4.9).  There are quite a few transitive verbs in Santali 
which have this semantics when used in weak form. 

4. A transitive verb in weak form of verb structure may have pseudo-transitive/reflexive 
semantics for animate subject, but it will have only pseudo-transitive semantics for 
inanimate subject(example 5 & 6 in table 4.9). There are a large number of transitive 
verbs in Santali  which belong to this category. Important thing to note here is that when 
these verbs are used in weak form of verb structure, they certainly cannot be considered 
as transitive with passive voice semantics, since there is a lot of difference in meaning 
between example 6 & 7 in table 4.9. 

5. A transitive verb in weak form of verb structure may be either intransitive  or transitive 
with active voice semantics for some of the tenses as given in example 8 in table 4.9. For 
other tenses, it would be transitive with passive voice semantics(example 9 in table 4.9). 
For the tenses in which it is either intransitive or transitive with active voice semantics, 
there is another form of the same verb that would make it transitive with passive voice 
semantics in these tenses(example 10 in table 4.9). As noted earlier, there are only a few 
verbs in Santali that belong to this category.  

6. A transitive verb in weak form of verb structure may be used with inanimate subject only 
and it would be always transitive with passive voice semantics(example 11 in table 4.9). 
There are certainly a good number of transitive verbs in Santali that belong to this 
category, but most of the transitive verbs in Santali belong to category 3 given in table 
4.10. 

7. From table 4.9 and 4.10,  it is observed that with inanimate subject, a transitive verb in 
weak form of verb structure can have only intransitive, pseudo-transitive or transitive 
with passive voice semantics. 

8. It is to be noted that the weak form of verb structure of a transitive verb can be 
interpreted as being transitive with passive voice semantics provided the verb in weak 
form has this semantics. The other option for a  transitive verb to  have passive voice 
semntics  is to  use the strong form of  verb structure  with syntax as given in example 7 
of table 4.9. Note that this option is always available for all transitive verbs to make them 
have passive voice semantics, and for transitive verbs with animate subject, this is the 
only option available to make them have passive voice semantics. 

4.3.9 Forms of  Verb Structures of Transitive Verbs having  Direct Animate Object 
 

If a transitive verb has a direct animate object, then it also appears as object infix in the verb 
structure after the verbal suffix(if any), and before any infix of any other type. Therefore, the verb 
structure of transitive verbs with direct animate object will depend not only on the tense of the 
verb structure but also on the object infix. Other than this change, the semantics of these verb 
structures for each of the tenses would remain the same, and the description of uses of the tenses 
in section 4.3.1 applies to  these verb structures as well. The form of object infix for each of the 
pronoun or noun is the same as that for the corresponding bound emphasizer of the pronoun or 
noun. The rules for merging of the object infix with the preceding and the following word are 
similar to those for the bound emphasizers, but they would be given later. In the table 4.11 given 
below, we have given the strong forms of  verb structures of transitive verb QUR (which means 
‘to drop’) with direct animate object Am (which means ‘you’) together with the strong forms of 
verb structures of transitive verb QUR with direct inanimate object. The table clearly shows the 
strong correlation between these two forms of verb structures. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb Strong Forms of Verb 

Structures of Transitive Verb 
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QUR with Direct Animate 
Object Am QUR with Direct Inanimate 

Object 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR mEYA [QUR+mE+A]| I shall drop you. 

Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURA [QUR+A]| I shall drop a stone. 

Principal verb: QURA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAmA [QUR+KA+Am+A]| I shall  

continue to drop you (till you are 
in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAmA IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG_A [QUR+KAG+A]| I 

shall continue to drop a stone(till it 
reaches the ground and remains 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QURED mEYA [QUR+ED+mE+A]| I am 

dropping you. 
Principal verb: QURED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUREG A [QUR+EG+A]| I am 
dropping a stone. 
Principal verb: QUREG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAm KAnA [QUR+KA+Am+KAn+A]| I am 

continuing to drop you (till you are 
in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm KAnA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG KAnA [QUR+KAG+KAn+A]| I am 
continuing to drop a stone (till it 
reaches the ground and remains 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR AKAD mEYA [QUR+AKAD+mE+A]| I have 
dropped you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR AKAG_A [QUR+AKAG+A]| I 
have dropped a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KED mEYA [QUR+KED+mE+A]| I dropped 
you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KEG_A [QUR+KEG+A]| I 
dropped a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

7. Past persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAD mEYA [QUR+KAD+mE+A]| I 

continued to drop you (till you 
were in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD mEYA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAD_A [QUR+KAD+A]| I 
continued to drop a stone (till it 
reached the ground and remained 
there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD_A 

8. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LED mEYA [QUR+LED+mE+A]| I had 
dropped you  (before another  
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LEG_A [QUR+LEG+A]| I had 
dropped a stone (before another 
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

9. Present imperative IQ AmIQ QUR mEmA IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR 
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tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) [QUR+mE+mA]| I order/advise 
myself to drop you.  
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

mA [QUR+mA]| I order/advise 
myself to drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAm mA [QUR+KA+Am+mA]| I 

order/advise myself to drop you 
(so that you are in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm mA 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR KAG mA [QUR+KAG+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to drop a stone 
(so that it reaches the ground and 
remains there). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA 

11. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LEm GE [QUR+LE+Am+GE]| Let me 

drop you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

IQ mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR LE GE [QUR+LE+GE]| Let me 
drop a stone. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

 
Table 4.11 

 
Strong forms of verb structures for different direct animate objects and different tenses are 

given in appendix C25-35. For the same object, we have given two forms. In the first form, bound 
emphasizer is not a part of the verb structure, but in the second form, it is made part of the verb 
structure. There are eleven types of animate objects and eleven types of animate subjects. Hence, 
there should be 121 tables for each possible combination of animate subject and object. But, for 
the sake of illustration, we have given only one table for each type of animate object pairing it 
with an animate subject of our choice. Other tables can be derived in the same way. 

4.3.10 Forms of Verb Structures of Transitive Verbs  having Indirect Animate  Object  
 

If a transitive verb has an indirect object, then the form of the verb structure depends only on 
the indirect object. Besides, if the indirect object is animate one, then an object infix 
corresponding to animate object is also present in the verb structure in the same position where 
the infix appears for the direct animate object. Hence, the form of  a verb structure for a transitive 
verb with indirect animate object depends both on the tense of the verb and on the object infix. 
Besides, a transitive verb with indirect animate object does not have valid form of verb structure 
for some of the tenses. The verb structure of a transitive verb with indirect animate object is of 
strong type since it bears a strong similarity with the corresponding verb structure of  the 
transitive verb with direct animate object. In the table 4.12 shown below, for the sake of 
comparison,  we have given the forms of verb structures of transitive verb QUR for both direct 
and indirect animate object. Note that, for indirect animate object, it does not have valid form of 
verb structure for some of the tenses.  
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Direct Animate 

Object Am Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Indirect Animate 

Object Am 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY IQ AmIQ QUR mEYA [QUR+mE+A]| I shall drop you. 

Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAmA [QUR+A+Am+A]| I 

shall drop a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAmA 
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nAF) Auxiliary verb: none 
2. Future persistent 

indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAmA [QUR+KA+Am+A]| I shall  
drop you (so that you are in the 
ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAmA   

Not applicable  
3. Present continuous 

tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QURED mEYA [QUR+ED+mE+A]| I am 
dropping you. 
Principal verb: QURED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAm KAnA [QUR+A+Am+KAn+A]| I am 
dropping a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAm 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAm KAnA [QUR+KA+Am+KAn+A]| I am 

dropping you (so that you are in 
the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm KAnA 

 
 
 
Not applicable 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR AKAD mEYA [QUR+AKAD+mE+A]| I have 
dropped you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR AKAWAD mEYA [QUR+AKAWAD+mE+A]| I 
have dropped a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAD mEYA 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KED mEYA [QUR+KED+mE+A]| I dropped 
you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAD mEYA [QUR+AD+mE+A]| I dropped a 
stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAD 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

7. Past persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAD mEYA [QUR+KAD+mE+A]| I dropped 

you (so that you are in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD mEYA 

 
 
 
Not applicable 

8. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LED mEYA [QUR+LED+mE+A]| I had 
dropped you  (before another  
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

 
 
 
Not applicable 

9. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR mEmA [QUR+mE+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to drop you.  
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAm mA [QUR+A+Am+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to drop a stone 
on you. 
Principal verb: QURAm 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

IQ AmIQ QUR KAm mA [QUR+KA+Am+mA]| I 
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(RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) order/advise myself to drop you 
(so that you are in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm mA 

 
Not applicable 

11. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LEm GE [QUR+LE+Em+GE]| Let me 

drop you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

 
 
Not applicable 

 
Table 4.12 

 
In the example,  given in table 4.12 above, for forms of verb structures of transitive verbs 

with indirect animate object, there is also a direct inanimate object, viz., mIDtIJ DHIRI, 
which means ‘a stone’ in this case. As it has been stated earlier that, in Santali, this direct 
inanimate object is not required to be present if the semantics of the verb does not require it, and 
the forms of verb structures of transitive verbs (with indirect animate object) without direct 
inanimate object are the same as those  of transitive verbs (with indirect animate object) with 
direct inanimate object. The forms of verb structures of transitive verbs for these two cases are 
shown in table 4.13 given below, and it is clear from the table that these two forms are identical. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb LANDA with Indirect Animate 

Object Am Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Indirect Animate 

Object Am 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAmA  [LANDA+hA+Am+A]| I shall 

laugh at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAmA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAmA [QUR+A+Am+A]| I 
shall drop a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAmA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAm KAnA [LANDA+hA+Am+KAn+A]| I 

am laughing at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAm 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAm KAnA [QUR+A+Am+KAn+A]| I am 
dropping a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAm 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

3. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDA AKAWAD mEYA [LANDA+AKAWAD+mE+A]| I 
have laughed at you. 
Principal verb: LANDA 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAD mEYA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QUR AKAWAD mEYA [QUR+AKAWAD+mE+A]| I 
have dropped a stone on you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAD mEYA 

4. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAD mEYA [LANDA+hAD+mE+A]| I 
laughed at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAD 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAD mEYA [QUR+AD+mE+A]| I dropped a 
stone on you. 
Principal verb: QURAD 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

5. Present imperative 
tense 

IQ AmIQ LANDAhAm mA [LANDA+hA+Am+mA]| I 
IQ Am mIDtIJ DHIRIQ QURAm mA 
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(BoRATI nIToF nAF) order/advise myself to laugh at 
you.  
Principal verb: LANDAhAm 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

[QUR+A+Am+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to drop a stone 
on you. 
Principal verb: QURAm 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

 
Table 4.13 

 
In table 4.13 given above, LANDA is also an intransitive verb in strong form, but it could 

have been any other transitive verb with direct object that does not require an indirect animate 
object, e.g., oTA which means ‘to press’, JotED which means ‘to touch’, ATAR which means 
‘to burn’,  DAL which means ‘to beat’  etc. 

4.3.11 Forms of  Verb Structures of Transitive Verbs  having Indirect Inanimate  Object  
 

The forms of verb structures of transitive verbs with indirect inanimate object bear a close 
resemblance  with the forms of verb structures of transitive verbs having indirect animate object. 
These forms are shown below in table 4.14 using verb LANDA for both indirect animate and 
indirect inanimate object. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb LANDA with Indirect Animate 

Object Am Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb LANDA with Indirect 

Inanimate Object 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAmA  [LANDA+hA+Am+A]| I shall 

laugh at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAmA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

IQ AmAG BHoZoKIQ LANDAhAG A [LANDA+hAG+A]| I shall 
laugh at your funny action. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

2. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAm KAnA [LANDA+hA+Am+KAn+A]| I 

am laughing at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAm 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

IQ AmAG BHoZoKIQ LANDAhAG KAnA [LANDA+hAG+KAn+A]| I am 
laughing at your funny action. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

3. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDA AKAWAD mEYA [LANDA+AKAWAD+mE+A]| I 
have laughed at you. 
Principal verb: LANDA 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAD mEYA 

IQ AmAG BHoZoKIQ LANDA AKAWAG_A [LANDA+AKAWAG+A]| I have 
laughed at your funny action. 
Principal verb: LANDA 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAG_A 

4. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ LANDAhAD mEYA [LANDA+hAD+mE+A]| I 
laughed at you. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAD 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

IQ AmAG BHoZoKIQ LANDAhAD A [LANDA+hAD+A]| I laughed 
at your funny action. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAD 
Auxiliary verb: A 

5. Present imperative 
tense 

IQ AmIQ LANDAhAm mA [LANDA+hA+Am+mA]| I 
IQ AmAG BHoZoKIQ LANDAhAG mA 
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(BoRATI nIToF nAF) order/advise myself to laugh at 
you.  
Principal verb: LANDAhAm 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

[LANDA+hAG+mA]| I 
order/advise myself to laugh at 
your funny action. 
Principal verb: LANDAhAG 
Auxiliary verb: mA 

 
Table 4.14 

 
Whenever a verbal suffix such as A/hA, AG/hAG, AD/hAD  is appended to a verb 

such as LANDA which ends with A, the latter version of the verbal suffix that begins with h is 
used in these cases. Examples of other verbs which can be used as transitive verb with indirect 
object are given in appendix A4.  

Strong forms of verb structures for indirect inanimate objects and different indirect animate 
objects are given in appendix C36-47 for various tenses. For the same object, we have given two 
forms. In the first form, bound emphasizer is not a part of the verb structure, but in the second 
form, it is made part of the verb structure. There are eleven types of animate objects and eleven 
types of animate subjects. Hence, there should be 121 tables for each possible combination of 
animate subject and object. But, for the sake of illustration, we have given only one table for each 
type of animate object pairing it with an animate subject of our choice. Other tables can be 
derived in the same way. 

4.3.12 Forms of Verb Structures  having Animate Subject Infix 
 

There is a class of verb structures in which there is a subject infix at the same position in the 
verb structure at which the object infix is placed. If the subject infix is present in the verb 
structure, then there is no bound emphasizer corresponding to the subject. Also, there is no object 
infix even if the verb has an animate object. In the following, we give examples of verb structures 
which  have subject infix in them. The form of subject infix for each of the pronoun or noun is the 
same as that for the corresponding bound emphasizer of the pronoun or noun. In the table 4.15 
shown below, the forms of verb structures with animate subject infix are the same as those of 
transitive verbs with direct animate object, but corresponding to persistent forms, there is no valid 
form of verb structure for verb structures with animate subject infix. Hence, for the sake of 
comparison, we have given both forms side by side. However, the forms of verb structures with 
animate subject infix are the same as those of transitive verbs with corresponding direct or  
indirect animate object as illustrated subsequently in this section. Hence, no separate table is 
given for these forms of verb structures for each type of subject in the appendix C. These forms of 
verb structures are illustrated in the tables 4.15, 4.16, 4.18 and 4.19 given below. The rules for 
merging of the subject infix with the preceding and the following word are similar to those for the 
object infix and bound emphasizers, but they would be dealt with later. In the table 4.15 given 
below, SIBIL means ‘to find something to be tasty’, when it is used as a verb. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb QUR with Direct Animate 

Object Am Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb SIBIL with Subject Infix for 

Animate Subject Am 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR mEYA [QUR+mE+A]| I shall drop you. 

Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA Am noVA UTU SIBIL mEYA [SIBIL+mE+A]| You will find  

this vegetable dish to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 
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2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAmA [QUR+KA+Am+A]| I shall  

drop you (so that you are in the 
ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAmA   

Not applicable  
3. Present continuous 

tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QURED mEYA [QUR+ED+mE+A]| I am 
dropping you. 
Principal verb: QURED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBILED mEYA [SIBIL+ED+mE+A]| 
You are finding this vegetable dish 
to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBILED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAm KAnA [QUR+KA+Am+KAn+A]| I am 

dropping you (so that you are in 
the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm KAnA 

 
 
 
Not applicable 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR AKAD mEYA [QUR+AKAD+mE+A]| I have 
dropped you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL AKAD mEYA [SIBIL+AKAD+mE+A]| You 
have found this vegetable dish to 
be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KED mEYA [QUR+KED+mE+A]| I dropped 
you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL KED mEYA [SIBIL+KED+mE+A]| You 
found this vegetable dish to be 
tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 

7. Past persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR KAD mEYA [QUR+KAD+mE+A]| I dropped 

you (so that you are in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAD mEYA 

 
 
 
Not applicable 

8. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LED mEYA [QUR+LED+mE+A]| I had 
dropped you  (before another  
implied event). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL LED mEYA [SIBIL+LED+mE+A]| You 
had found this vegetable dish to be 
tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

9. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR mEmA [QUR+mE+mA]| I order/advise 

myself to drop you.  
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL mEmA [SIBIL+mE+mA]| You must 
find this vegetable dish to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

IQ AmIQ QUR KAm mA [QUR+KA+Am+mA]| I 
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(RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) order/advise myself to drop you 
(so that you are in the ground). 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: KAm mA 

 
Not applicable 

11. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) IQ AmIQ QUR LEm GE [QUR+LE+Em+GE]| Let me 

drop you. 
Principal verb: QUR 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL LEm GE [SIBIL+LE+Em+GE]| 
Please find this vegetable dish to 
be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

 
Table 4.15 

 
If the words, which are basically adjectives, are used as verb, and the action of the verbs is 

such that its effect is also felt by the subject, then a subject infix corresponding to the subject 
needs to be placed in the verb structure. The fact that the vegetable dish is tasty is felt by the 
subject, and hence  a subject infix corresponding to the subject has been used in the  table 4.15 
given above in the verb structures of SIBIL. It is not necessary that there should be an object for 
the verb having verb structure with subject infix.. This is illustrated in the table 4.16 given below 
using the verb RABAF which means ‘to feel cold’. For the sake of comparison,  the verb 
structures of SIBIL are also given alongside. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb RABAF with Subject 
Infix for Animate Subject Am Strong Forms of Verb 

Structures of Transitive Verb SIBIL with Subject Infix for 
Animate Subject Am 

1. Present/future 
indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) Am RABAF mEYA [RABAF+mE+A]| You feel 

cold. 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA Am noVA UTU SIBIL mEYA [SIBIL+mE+A]| You find  this 

vegetable dish to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

2. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) Am RABAFED mEYA [RABAF+ED+mE+A]| You  

are feeling cold. 
Principal verb: RABAFED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBILED mEYA [SIBIL+ED+mE+A]| 
You are finding this vegetable dish 
to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBILED 
Auxiliary verb: mEYA 

3. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) Am RABAF AKAD mEYA [RABAF+AKAD+mE+A]| 
You have felt cold. 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL AKAD mEYA [SIBIL+AKAD+mE+A]| You 
have found this vegetable dish to 
be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: AKAD mEYA 

4. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) Am RABAF KED mEYA [RABAF+KED+mE+A]| You 
felt cold. 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL KED mEYA [SIBIL+KED+mE+A]| You 
found this vegetable dish to be 
tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
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Auxiliary verb: KED mEYA 
5. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) Am RABAF LED mEYA [RABAF+LED+mE+A]| You 

had felt cold (before another 
implied event). 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL LED mEYA [SIBIL+LED+mE+A]| You 
had found this vegetable dish to be 
tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: LED mEYA 

6. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am RABAF mEmA [RABAF+mE+mA]| You must 

feel cold. 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL mEmA [SIBIL+mE+mA]| You must 
find this vegetable dish to be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: mEmA 

7. Present Informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) Am RABAF LEm GE [RABAF+LE+Em+GE]| Please 

feel cold. 
Principal verb: RABAF 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

Am noVA UTU SIBIL LEm GE [SIBIL+LE+Em+GE]|  
Please find this vegetable dish to 
be tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: LEm GE 

 
Table 4.16 

 
There are a few verbs in this category which need subject infix in their verb structure for 

animate subject. These verbs are basically adjectives, and when they are used as verbs, they affect 
the animate subject substantially. It is also to be noted that these verbs may also be used as 
intransitive verbs in weak, strong or basic form. A partial list of these verbs together with their 
meaning is given in table 4.17 shown below.   
 
 Name of the  Verbs in Santali That 

May Have Subject Infix 
Meaning of the Verbs in English 

1. RABAF To feel cold 
2. LoLo To feel hot 
3. SITUF To feel sunny 
4. SIBIL To find something tasty 
5. hEWER To find something bitter 
6. TETAF To feel thirsty 
7. hEZEm To feel sweet 
8. UDXGA.R To feel sweaty 
9. JoJo To find something sour 
10. hAZhAD To find something bitter 
11. RENGEJ To feel hungry 
12. REYAZ To feel chilly 
13. hA.SU To feel pain 
14. URGUm To feel warm 
15. So To smell 
16. BABAT To feel itchy  
17. SAnA To desire 
18. mEnAG To be present/To be available 
19. BA.nUG To be absent/To be not available 
20. BA.CUG To be absent/To be not available 
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Table 4.17 

 
The last three verbs in the table 4.17 above are very much different from the other verbs in 

the table even though they also require subject infix in their verb structure. These verbs are 
essentially intransitive verbs. They are really very special and have the following features. 

 
1. These verbs can only be used in present/future indefinite tense 
2. These verbs can have both animate and inanimate subject, and only the terminator suffix 

finite A  can be used with them. 
3. When the subject of these verbs is an animate one, a subject infix is required between the 

verb and the terminator suffix finite A, and the forms of verb structures of these verbs are 
the same as those of a transitive verb with the corresponding animate object. 

 
In the table 4.18 below, we have given examples to illustrate the use of these verbs. Since the 
forms of verbs structures of these verbs are the same as those of a transitive verb with the 
corresponding animate object, the forms of verb structures of transitive verb QEL, which means 
‘to see’, and A.RUB which means ‘to wash’ with the corresponding animate object are given 
alongside for the sake of comparison. 
 
 Root Form 

of Special 
Verbs 

 Strong Forms of Verb Structures 
of Special Verbs mEnAG, BA.nUG and BA.CUG Strong Forms of Verb Structures 

of Transitive Verb QUR with 
Animate Object 

1. mIDtIJ DHIRI mEnAG A| 
A stone is present. 

mIDtIJ DHIRI QELoG A| A 
stone will be visible.  

2. IQ mInA.QA [mEnAG+IQ+A]| I am present. 
UnI IQE QELIQA [QEL+IQ+A]| He will see me. 

3. ALAF mEnAG LAFA [mEnAG+LAF+A]| Two of us 
are present. 

UnI ALAFE QEL LAFA [QEL+LAF+A]| He will see two of 
us. 

4. ALIQ mEnAG LIQA [mEnAG+LIQ+A]| Two of us 
are present. 

UnI ALIQE QEL LIQA [QEL+LIQ+A]| He will see two of 
us. 

5. ALE mEnAG LEYA [mEnAG+LE+A]| We  are 
present. 

UnI ALEY QEL LEYA [QEL+LE+A]| He will see us. 

6. ABo mEnAG BonA [mEnAG+Bo+A]| We  are 
present. 

UnI ABoY QEL BonA [QEL+Bo+A]| He will see us. 

7. Am mEnAmA [mEnAG+Am+A]|  
    Am mEnAG mEYA [mEnAG+mE+A]| 
    You  are present. 

UnI AmE QEL mEYA [QEL+mE+A]| He will see you. 

8. A.BIn mEnAG BInA [mEnAG+BIn+A]| Two of you 
are present. 

UnI A.BInE QEL BInA [QEL+BIn+A]| He will see two of 
you. 

1. mEnAG 

9. APE mEnAG PEYA [mEnAG+PE+A]| You  are 
present. 

UnI APEY QEL PEYA [QEL+PE+A]| He will see you. 
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10. UnI mEnAYA [mEnAG+E+A]| He is present. 
Am UnIm QELEYA [QEL+E+A]| 
You will see him. 

11. UnKIn mEnAG KInA [mEnAG+KIn+A]| Two of 
them are present. 

Am UnKInEm QEL KInA [QEL+E+A]| You will see two of 
them. 

  
12. UnKU mEnAG KoWA [mEnAG+Ko+A]| They are 

present. 

Am UnKUm QEL KoWA [QEL+Ko+A]| You will see them. 

1. IQ BA.nUG IQA [BA.nUGG+IQ+A]| I am not 
present. 

UnI IQE A.RUB IQA [A.RUB+IQ+A]| He will wash me. 

2. Am BA.nUG mEYA [BA.nUGG+mE+A]| you are not 
present. 

UnI AmE A.RUB mEYA [A.RUB+mE+A]| He will wash you. 

2. BA.nUG 
3. UnI BA.nUG EYA [BA.nUG+E+A]| He is not 

present. 

Am UnIm A.RUB EYA [A.RUB+E+A]| You will wash him. 

 
Table 4.18 

 
In the table 4.18 above, the forms of other verb structures for the verbs  BA.nUG and BA.CUG 
are the same as those for the verb mEnAG, and hence, they have not been shown. 
 

In the table 4.15, 4.16, and 4.18, examples of verb structures with subject infix have been 
given to show that the forms of these verb structures are the same as those of a transitive verb 
with direct animate object. However, it is also possible that the forms of verb structures with 
subject infix are the same as those of a transitive verb with indirect animate object. This is 
specially possible for a few tenses such as present/future indefinite tense and present continuous 
tense if the main verb is a compound one or the principal verb has verb qualifiers. In the table 
4.19 shown below, examples of verb structures with subject infix whose forms are the same as 
those of a transitive verb with indirect animate object are given for illustration. It is to be noted 
that the forms of verb structures with subject infix in the table 4.19 are possible only for 
present/future indefinite tense and present continuous tense. 
 
 Tense of the 

Forms 
Strong Forms of Verbs 

Structures with Subject Infix 
Strong Forms of Verb 

Structures of Transitive 
Verbs  LANDA  with 

Indirect Animate Object IQ SEn hUY A.QA [SEn+hUY+A+IQ+A]| I will 
have to go. 

1.  Present/future 
indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) UnI DAKA Jom hUYAYA [Jom+hUY+A+E+A] | He will 

have to take food.. 

UnI IQE LANDAhA.QA [LANDA+hA+IQ+A]| He 
will laugh at me. IQ SEn hUYA.Q KAnA [SEn+hUY+A+IQ+KAn+A]| I 

am being compelled  to go.  

2. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) UnI Am IDI hUYAY KAnA [IDI+hUY+A+E+KAn+A] | 

He is being compelled to take you.. 

UnI IQE LANDAhA.Q KAnA [LANDA+hA+IQ+KAn+A]| He is laughing  at me. 
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In the above example, hUY is part of the main verbs SEn hUY, Jom hUY and IDI hUY. Also, hUY means ‘to happen’ in these examples as well. 

 
Table 4.19 

4.3.13 Aka Forms of Verb structures 
 

There is another way to have a verb structure with subject infix using any verb. In these verb  
structures, even animate object is permitted, but only an animate subject has subject infix in its 
verb structure. In these forms of verb structures, a verbal suffix AKA is invariably used. Even 
though many forms of verb structures of these types can be generated, most commonly used form 
among them corresponds to future continuous tense. It is also to be noted that these forms of verb 
structures do not correspond to any of the form of verb structures described earlier, viz., basic, 
weak , or strong. In the table 4.20 shown below, a few examples of verb structures of these types 
which correspond to future continuous tense are given for illustration. We shall refer to the forms 
of these verb structures  as aka form. 
 
 Tense of the Forms Examples of Verb Structures with Verbal Suffix AKA and having Subject Infix 
1. Future Continuous Tense (CoLoT DARAY nAF) IQ DA.Z AKA.Q TAhENnA [DA.Z+AKA+IQ+TAhENn+A]| I shall be running. 
2. Future Continuous Tense (CoLoT DARAY nAF) UnI DAG A.GU AKAY TAhENnA [A.GU+AKA+E+TAhENn+A]| He will be bringing 

water. 
3. Future Continuous Tense (CoLoT DARAY nAF) UnI Am EGER AKAY TAhENnA [EGER+AKA+E+TAhENn+A]| He will be scolding you. 
4. Future Continuous Tense (CoLoT DARAY nAF) GA.dI Ko SEn AKA TAhENnA [SEn+AKA+TAhENn+A]| Vehicles will be going. 

 
Table 4.20 

4.3.14 Weak Forms of Verb Structures having No Strong Counterpart 
 

The two types of basic forms of verb structures described in section 4.1 are examples of verb 
structures which have no corresponding strong form. In the first type of verb structures, the verbs 
are essentially KAnA and TAhEN KAnA . In the second type of verb structures, an additional 
kind of verb structure is formed just by using finite A without KAn or TAhEN KAn, but these 
three kinds of verb structures are different from the weak form of verb structures as the examples 
in the table 4.21 given below shows. 
 
 Tense of the 

Forms 
Basic Forms of Verb Structures 

of Intransitive Verb SIBIL 
Weak Forms of Verb 

Structures of Intransitive 
Verb SIBIL 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense (SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) noVA UTU Do SIBILA [SIBIL+A]|This vegetable dish is 

tasty(Universal truth). 
Principal verb: SIBILA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

noVA UTU Do SIBILoG A [SIBIL+oG+A]| This 
vegetable dish will become tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBILoG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

2. Present indefinite 
tense/Present 

noVA UTU Do SIBIL KAnA noVA UTU Do SIBILoG 
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continuous tense (SUPUR nIToF nAF/CoLoT nIToF nAF) [SIBIL+KAn+A]| This 
vegetable dish is tasty(At present, we 
are tasting, and it is found to be tasty). 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

KAnA [SIBIL+oG+KAn+A]| This 
vegetable dish is becoming tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBILoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

3. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) noVA UTU Do SIBIL TAhEN KAnA [SIBIL+TAhEN KAn+A]|This vegetable dish was 
tasty(We tasted it earlier, and it was 
found to be tasty). 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: TAhEN KAnA 

noVA UTU Do SIBIL EnA [SIBIL+EnA]| This 
vegetable dish became tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

 
Table 4.21 

 
The basic form of verb structures can support only a few tenses as exemplified above; 

whereas the weak form of verb structures can support a lot many tenses. Besides the forms of 
verb structures described in section 4.1, there are a few other verb structures which also do not 
have any corresponding strong counterpart. However, these verb structures are essentially 
derivatives of weak forms of verb structures,  and therefore, we consider them as weak form of 
verb structures without any strong counterpart. These verb structures are illustrated in the 
table 4.22 given below.  
 
 Tense of the Forms Examples of Weak Forms of Verb Structures with no Strong 

Counterpart IQ mIDtIJ SIRPHA.Q AmEt AnA [AmEt+An+A]| I took 
away a prize for myself. 
Principal verb: AmEt 
Auxiliary verb: AnA 1. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) 
Here, the verbal suffix An is a derivative of the verbal suffix En 
which is used for past indefinite tense in weak form of verb structures. IQ mIDtIJ SIRPHA.Q AmEt AKAWAnA [AmEt+AKAWAn+A]| I have taken away a prize for myself. 
Principal verb: AmEt 
Auxiliary verb: AKAWAnA 

2. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) 
Here, the verbal suffix AKAWAn is a derivative of the verbal suffix AKAn which is used for present perfect tense in weak form of verb 
structures. UnIY hENJ oCoWAn [hENJ+oCo+An]| Let him come.  
Principal verb: hENJ oCoWAn 
Auxiliary verb: none 

3. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) In this example, UnI means ‘he’, and hENJ means ‘to come’. Here, oCo is the verb qualifier, and An is the same verbal suffix that is used 

in example 1 above. This is a rare example where there is no 
terminator suffix. Probably, the terminator suffix mA has been lost 
over a period of time. It is to be noted that  mA is also getting deleted 
in the examples given in the rightmost column of table 4.5.  

4. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF UnKU mIDtIJ SIRPHA. Ko AmEt oCoWAn [AmEt+oCo+An]| Let them take away a prize. 

Principal verb: AmEt oCoWAn 
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nAF) Auxiliary verb: none 
 

Table 4.22 

4.3.15 Classification and Use  of Base Forms of Verbs 
 

The main verb of base component of a verb structure  is a sequence of one or more verbs in 
base form. A verb in base form is essentially a single word verb that has not been modified by 
merging a verbal suffix or terminator suffix finite A with it. There are essentially two kinds of 
base forms of verbs, viz., root form, and mutated form. A verb in base form is said to be in root 
form if it has not been modified in any way, e.g., DAL which means ‘to beat’,  URUm which 
means ‘to recognize’, and so on.  Normally, it is the transitive verbs which gets mutated. The 
mutated form of a verb in root form is obtained by mutating the verb internally in one of the 
following ways. 
 

1. By inserting a suitable infix in the middle of the verb. 
2. By adding a suffix oG(or its equivalence AG/IG/UG/EG as appropriate) to the 

beginning  part of the verb.  
3. By adding a prefix to the verb that is obtained from the beginning  part of the verb itself.   

 
We shall refer to the first kind of modification undergone by a verb as reciprocal  mutation, 

and the resulting form of verb as the reciprocal form of verb, since the semnatics of reciprocity 
gets incorporated into the verb mutated in this way. Furthermore, we shall refer to the second or 
third kind of modification undergone by a verb  as action-centric mutation, and the resulting form 
of verb as the action-centric  form of verb,  since, in this case, the focus is on performing the 
action of the verb rather than on the object on which the action is to be performed. Some 
examples of  reciprocal form of verbs are DAPAL which means ‘to beat each other’ and is 
derived from DAL, UP_RUm which means ‘to recognize each other’, and is derived from URUm,  
and so on. A reciprocal form of verb can be used with dual or plural number subject only. There 
are several restrictions on the use of action-centric  form of verbs, and a salient features of them 
are as given below. 
 
1.  The object of an action-centric form of  verb is generally not specified. Also, the object of 

such verbs may or may not be implied or implied somewhat vaguely.  
2.   The action-centric  form of verbs may be used  in a few tenses of weak form of verb structure 

only, viz., present/future indefinite tense, past repetitive tense, present continuous tense, 
and past continuous tense.  

3.  The mutation 2 and 3 above result in two different action-centric forms of verbs, but they 
differ in their meaning only slightly. The emphasis on the action  is somewhat stronger in the 
verb obtained by mutation 2 than that obtained by mutation 3 above. Also, mutation 2 can be 
applied to most  verbs in root form, but mutation 3 can be applied only to some verbs in root 
form that begin with a consonant. 

4.   It is also possible to apply mutation 2 to the last word of the main verb of a verb structure, and 
the  resulting form of principal verb would have the same semantics as that of action-centric 
form of verb in base form. 

5.  If an action-centric  form of verb is part of a main verb,  then the main verb cannot be 
followed  with any verb qualifiers. 

6.   In some sense, the action-centric form of verb is similar to ‘present participle’ form of verb in 
English which has been used as gerund. 
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In the following , we give examples of  reciprocal forms of verbs in table 4.23, and action-
centric forms of verbs in table 4.24. 
 
 Root Form 

of Verbs 
Reciprocal 

Form of Verbs 
Examples to Illustrate the Use of Reciprocal Form 

of Verbs ALAF LAF DAPAL AKAnA| We have beaten each 
other. 

1. DAL 
(to beat) 

DAPAL 
(to beat each other) 

In the above example, ALAF means ‘we’. UnKU Ko TUPUQoG A| They will shoot each other 
with arrow. 

2. TUQ 
(to shoot with 
an arrow) 

TUPUQ 
(to shoot each other 
with arrow) In the above example, UnKU means ‘they’. A.BIn JoPotEDoG BIn| Two of you touch each 

other. 
3. JotED 

(to touch) 
JoPotED 
(to touch  each 
other) In the above example, A.BIn means ‘two of you’.  UnKIn KIn LA.PA.Y AKAnA| Two of them have 

told each other. 
4. LA.Y 

(to tell) 
LA.PA.Y 
(to tell each other) 

In the above example, UnKIn means ‘two of them’. BARYA GA.ZI KIn oPoR KAnA| Two monkeys 
are pulling each other. 

5. oR 
(to pull) oPoR 

(to pull each other) 
In the above example, BARYA means ‘two’, and GA.ZI 
means ‘monkey’. 

 
Table 4.23 

 
From the table 4.23, it is to be noted that the verbs in root form are transitive, but the 

corresponding verbs in reciprocal form are intransitive. Also, the verbs in reciprocal form have 
been used in weak form of verb structures  only. These observations are generally true of most 
verbs in reciprocal form. In the following , table 4.24  gives the examples of use of action-centric 
form of verbs. 
 
 Root Form 

of Verbs 
Action-centric 
Form of Verbs 

Examples to Illustrate the Use of Action-centric 
Form of Verbs 

1. DAL 
(to beat) 

DAG_DAL DA~DAL UnIY DAG_DALA| He will beat (us if we do some 
mischief or go near him or do something like that). 

2. TUQ 
(to shoot with 
an arrow) 

TUG_TUQ TU~TUQ  UnIY TUG_TUQ KAn TAhENJ| He was shooting with 
an arrow (anyone including us for some unknown reason). 

3. JotED 
(to touch) 

JoG_tED UnIY JoG_tED TAhENJ| He used to touch (us 
whenever we went near him).  

4. LA.Y 
(to tell) 

LA.G_LA.Y LA.~LA.Y UnIY LA.G_LA.YA| He will tell (about us if he comes 
to know of our secret). 

5. oR 
(to pull) oG_oR UnIY oG_oR KAnA| He is pulling (us for some 

unknown). 

 
Table 4.24 

 
In the table 4.24, the implied semantics of any of these examples could be anything that is 

similar to what is given. Also, the  action-centric form of the verb could be replaced with the 
alternate action-centric form of verb(if available) without much of a change in semantics. 
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4.3.16 Use of Truncated Verb Structures as Adjectives 
 

There are many situations where a verb structure may be used without the terminator suffix. 
We term a simple sentence in which the verbal suffix has been removed as truncated simple 
sentence(BHUYLUF A.YA.T), and the corresponding verb structure as truncated verb 
structure(BHUYLUF KAnWA JoZAW).  A partially truncated simple sentence(ADHA BHUYLUF A.YA.T)  is one in which only the terminator suffix has been removed. A fully 
truncated simple sentence(PURA. BHUYLUF A.YA.T)  is one in which both the terminator 
suffix and the bound  emphasizer have been removed.  In a fully truncated simple sentence, even 
the verbal suffix may be removed, but in a partially truncated simple sentence, the verbal suffix 
has to be present if it is required. The truncated verb structures in various tenses may be used as 
adjectives. In the table 4.25 shown below, we have given examples of truncated verb structures in 
all the tenses in which they can be used as adjectives. Also, some of these truncated verb 
structures  in strong form may not be usable in a simple sentence that is not truncated. In addition, 
in all these cases, the verbal suffix may merge with the base component of the verb structure, 
which otherwise would not have merged in a simple sentence that is  not truncated.  
 
 Root/ 

Action-
centric 

Form of 
Verbs 

Truncated Verb Structures/ 
Tense of the Truncated Verb 

Structures  

Examples to Illustrate the Use of 
Truncated Verb Structures hIJUG [hENJ+UG] hIJUG hoZ Do Ko SEtERoG GEYA| 

The people who are keen to come will certainly 
arrive. 1. hENJ  

(to come) 

Weak form of truncated verb 
structure in present/ future indefinite 
tense 

In the above example, hoZ means ‘people’, 
and SEtER means ‘to arrive’. QURUG KAn [QUR+UG+KAn]  QURUG KAn DHIRI ALom SABA| Do 
not catch a falling stone. 

2. QUR 
(to fall) 

Weak form of truncated verb 
structure in present continuous tense 

In the above example, DHIRI means ‘a stone’, ALo means ‘not’, and SAB means ‘to catch’. BoDoLAKAn [BoDoL+AKAn] BoDoLAKAn hALAT RE ABo dHER  KA.mI hUY ABonA| In the changed 
situation, we shall have to work more. 

3. BoDoL 
(to 
change) 

Weak form of truncated verb 
structure in present perfect tense 

In the above example, hALAT means 
‘situation’, RE means ‘in’, ABo means ‘we’, dHER means ‘more’, and KA.mI means ‘to 
work’. LoYEn [Lo+En] ALEYAG LoYEn oZAG noNdE TAhENG KAnA| Our burnt house was here. 

4. Lo 
(to burn) 

Weak form of truncated verb 
structure in past indefinite tense 

In the above example, noNdE means ‘here’, ALE means ‘we(excluding the listener)’, oZAG means ‘house’, and TAhENG KAnA 
means ‘was’ in this case. KA.mI [KA.mI] noNdE, KA.mI hoZ BA.nUG KoWA| 
Here, there are no people to work. 

5. KA.mI 
(to work) 

Strong  form of truncated verb 
structure with no object or with 
direct inanimate/animate object in  

In the above example, noNdE means ‘here’, hoZ means ‘people’, BA.nUG means ‘not 
present’. 
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  present/future indefinite tense   DA.ZED [DA.Z+ED] DA.ZED REL GA.dI RE ALom DEJoG A| Do not board a running train. 
6. DA.Z 

(to run) 
Strong  form of truncated verb 
structure with no object or with 
direct inanimate/animate object in  
present continuous tense 

In the above example, REL GA.dI means 
‘train’, RE means ‘in’, ALo means ‘not’, and DEJ means ‘to board’. TUQAKAD [TUQ+AKAD] TUQAKAD SAR Do BAF RUWAZA| An 
arrow that has been shot will not return. 

7. TUQ 
(to shoot 
with an 
arrow) 

Strong  form of truncated verb 
structure with no object or with 
direct inanimate/animate object in 
present perfect tense 

In the above example, SAR means ‘an arrow’, BAF means ‘not’, and RUWAZ means ‘to 
return’. A.RUBAG [A.RUB+AG] noVA hOtEL RE A.RUBAG THA.RI Ko hoN oJX~RA GEYA| In this hotel, 
even the washed plates are dirty. 

8. A.RUB 
(To 
wash) 

Strong  form of truncated verb 
structure with indirect animate 
object in present/future indefinite 
tense In the above example, noVA means ‘this’, hOtEL means ‘hotel’, RE means ‘in’, THA.RI means ‘plate’, and oJX_RA means 

‘dirty’.  So KAn [So+KAn] So KAn DA.L UTU GIdI KAG mE| 
Please throw away the vegetable dish of dal 
that is smelling. 

9. So 
(To 
smell) 

Basic form of truncated verb 
structure in present indefinite tense In the above example, DA.L means ‘dal’, UTU 

means ‘vegetable dish’, and GIdI means ‘to 
throw away’. JoJom [JoJom] noVA oZAG RE JoJom hoZ BA.nUG KoWA| There are no people to eat 
(considerable amount of food) in this house. 

10. JoJom 
(To eat) 

Weak form of truncated verb 
structure in present/ future indefinite 
tense In the above example, noVA means ‘this’, oZAG means ‘house’, RE means ‘in’, hoZ 

means ‘people’, and BA.nUG means ‘not 
present’. Note that truncated verb structures 
having a single action-centric form of verb are 
used as adjectives like any other root form of 
verb. 

 
Table 4.25 

4.3.17 Classification of  Verbal Suffixes and Suffixed Forms of Verbs 
 

There are several verbal suffixes which are used in different forms of verb structures for 
realizing varieties of tenses. A list of these verbal suffixes is given in section 3.3.1. There are 
essentially five kinds of verbal suffixes, viz., (i) verbal suffixes which are used in weak form of 
verb structures that have a corresponding strong counterpart, (ii) verbal suffixes which are used in 
strong forms of verb structures with no object or with direct inanimate/animate object, (iii) verbal 
suffixes which are used in strong forms of verb structures with indirect inanimate/animate object, 
(iv) verbal suffixes which are used in weak forms of verb structures having no strong counterpart, 
and (v) a special verbal suffix AKA that is used in aka form of verb structures. The verbal 
suffixes in section 3.3.1 are listed in the above order only, i.e., first the verbal suffixes of type (i), 
followed by those of type (ii), and so on. If there are no verb qualifiers between the main verb and 
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the verbal suffix, then the verbal suffix may merge with the last verb of the main verb, and the 
resulting verb is said to be in suffixed form. The components of a main verb are verbs in base 
form, and therefore, the suffixed forms of verbs are obtained from verbs in base form by 
merging a verbal suffix with them. In the table 4.26 given below, we give a description of where 
each of the verbal suffixes is used, when alternate forms of each verbal suffix are used, and when 
they merge with the last word of the base component. We have also given a name for each of the 
resulting suffixed form of verbs which we think is most appropriate for it. 
 
 Verbal Suffixes In which tenses 

they are used? 
When are 

alternate forms 
used? 

When do they 
merge with 

the last word 
of base 

component? 

Name of 
the 

suffixed 
forms of 

verbs 
Verbal suffixes for weak forms of verb structures having a corresponding strong counterpart 

1. Main form: oG 
Alternate form: AG/IG/UG/EG Present/future 

Indefinite Tense, 
Future Indefinite 
Tense, Present 
Continuous Tense, 
Present Imperative 
Tense, Past 
Repetitive Tense, 
Past Continuous 
Tense 

Last character  
is consonant or o: oG is used. 
Last character  
is any other 
character: The 
suffix depends on 
the last vowel. 
A few exceptions 
exist, and none of 
them may be 
used. 

Always Weak 
Present 
Form 

2. Main form: KoG 
Alternate form: 
none 

Future Persistent 
Indefinite Tense, 
Future Perfect 
Tense, Present 
Persistent 
Continuous Tense, 
Present Persistent 
Imperative Tense, 
Past Persistent 
Repetitive Tense, 
Past Persistent 
Continuous Tense 

Never Never None 

3. Main form: AKAn 
Alternate form: 
none 

Present Perfect 
Tense 

Never It generally 
merges with the 
last word of the 
base component,  
when it is part of 
a truncated verb 
structure that has 
been used as 
adjective. 

Weak 
Present 
Perfect 
Form 

4. Main form: En 
Alternate form: 
none 

Past Indefinite 
Tense 

Never It generally 
merges with the 
last word of the 
base component, 
when it is part of 
a truncated verb 

Weak Past 
Indefinite 
Form 
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structure that has 
been used as 
adjective. 

5. Main form: LEn 
Alternate form: 
none 

Past Perfect Tense, 
Present 
Informative Tense 

Never Never None 

Verbal suffixes for strong forms of verb structures with no object or with direct 
inanimate/animate object 

6. Main form: EG 
Alternate form: ED EG: Present 

Continuous Tense ED: Present 
Continuous Tense, 
Past Continuous 
Tense  

Alternate form is 
used when it is 
immediately 
followed by any 
component other 
than the 
terminator suffix 
finite A  

Always EG: Strong 
Present 
Continuous 
Form ED: Strong 
Past 
Continuous 
Form 

7. Main form: KAG 
Alternate form: KA Future Persistent 

Indefinite Tense, 
Future Perfect 
Tense, Present 
Persistent 
Continuous Tense, 
Present Persistent 
Imperative Tense, 
Past Persistent 
Repetitive Tense, 
Past Persistent 
Continuous Tense 

Alternate form KA is used when 
object/subject 
infix is present; 
otherwise, main 
form is used. 

Never None 

8. Main form: AKAG 
Alternate form: AKAD Present Perfect 

Tense 
Alternate form is 
used when it is 
immediately 
followed by any 
component other 
than the 
terminator suffix 
finite A 

AKAD: It 
generally merges 
with the last 
word of the base 
component,  
when it is part of 
a truncated verb 
structure that has 
been used as  
adjective. 

AKAD: 
Strong 
Present 
Perfect 
Form 

9. Main form: KEG 
Alternate form: KED Past Indefinite 

Tense 
Alternate form is 
used when it is 
immediately 
followed by any 
component other 
than the 
terminator suffix 
finite A 

Never None 

10. Main form: KAD 
Alternate form: 
none 

Past Persistent 
Indefinite Tense 

Never Never None 

11. Main form: LEG 
Alternate form: LED/LAG/ LAD Past Perfect Tense LAG: This form 

is sometimes used 
with a few verbs, 
but the main form 
can be used in its 

Never None 
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place. LED/LAD: 
These forms are 
used when it is 
immediately 
followed by any 
component other 
than the 
terminator suffix 
finite A 

12. Main form: LE 
Alternate form: 
none 

Present 
Informative Tense 

Never Never None 

Verbal suffixes for strong forms of verb structures with indirect inanimate/animate object 
13. Main form: AG 

Alternate form: A/hAG/hA Present/future 
Indefinite Tense,  
Present  
Continuous Tense, 
Present Imperative 
Tense 

Alternate form A/hA is used 
when object/ 
subject infix is 
present. 
Alternate form hAG/hA is 
used when the 
last alphabet of 
the base 
component is A 

Always AG/hAG: 
Strong 
Present 
Form 

14. Main form: AKAWAG 
Alternate form: AKAWAD Present Perfect 

Tense 
Alternate form is 
used when it is 
immediately 
followed by any 
component other 
than the 
terminator suffix 
finite A 

Never None 

15. Main form: AD 
Alternate form: hAD Past Indefinite 

Tense 
Alternate form is 
used when the 
last alphabet of 
the base 
component is A 

Always Strong Past 
Form 

Verbal suffixes for weak forms of verb structures having no strong counterpart 
16. Main form: An 

Alternate form: 
none 

Past Indefinite 
Tense 

Never Never None 

17. Main form: AKAWAn 
Alternate form: 
none 

Present Perfect 
Tense 

Never Never None 

Verbal suffix AKA for aka forms of verb structures 
18. Main form: AKA 

Alternate form: 
none 

In many tenses of 
aka forms of verb 
structures 

Never Never None 

 
Table 4.26 
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From the table 4.26 given above, the following observations can be made about the use of 
verbal suffixes in various tenses of the verb structures. 

 
1. For the weak forms of verb structures that have a corresponding strong counterpart, a 

verbal suffix is invariably used for each of the sixteen tenses listed.  
2. For the strong forms of verb structures with no object or with direct inanimate/animate 

object, there are four tenses, viz., present/future indefinite tense, future indefinite tense, 
present imperative tense, and past repetitive tense, in which no verbal suffix is used. 

3. For the strong forms of verb structures with indirect inanimate/animate object, there are 
only five tenses which have valid forms, and a verbal suffix  is invariably used with each 
of them. 

4. For the weak forms of verb structures having no strong counterpart, there are only two 
tenses which have valid forms, and a verbal suffix is invariably used with each of them. 

5. A few verbal suffixes of the same group bear a close resemblance to one another 
indicating a clear evolution in the meaning of the verb structures using these verbal 
suffixes. These subgroup of verbal suffixes are: (i)  oG, KoG, AKAn, (ii) En, LEn, 
(iii) EG, KEG, KAD, (iv) KAG, AKAG, (v) LEG, LE, (vi) AG, AKAWAG, AD, 
(vii) An, AKAWAn. 

 
Besides the verbal suffix, other components of the verb structures, viz., object/subject infix, 

and terminator suffix finite A, may merge with the last verb of the main verb, and this would 
result in a modified form of the last verb which would get substantially changed in most cases.  
However, we do not consider such modified forms of verbs as suffixed forms of verbs since they 
cannot be used independently. If an object/subject infix is present in a modified form of a verb, 
then this form of the verb can be used together with the corresponding object/subject only.  
Similarly, if the terminator suffix finite A is present in a modified form of a verb, then the 
sentence containing the verb is complete, and this form of the verb can be used only in such 
complete sentences.  It is to be noted that the terminator suffix finite A merges with the last word 
of the base component when  there are no other components between them. If there is a 
component between the base component and the terminator suffix finite A, then both the 
component and the terminator suffix finite A  may merge with the base component or the 
terminator suffix finite A  merges with the component, but the component does not merge with 
the base component.  No other terminator suffix merges with the last word of the base component 
even if there are no other components between them.  

In the table 4.26 given above, we shall refer to strong present continuous form of verb or 
strong past continuous form of verb as direct strong form of verb since verbs of these forms 
either do not have any object or do not have any indirect object. Also, we shall refer to strong 
present form of verb or strong past form of verb as indirect strong form of verb since verbs of 
these forms must have an indirect object.  

4.3.18 Classification of Verb Structures 
 

A verb is said to be used in direct strong form of verb structure if (i)  it has been used in a 
strong form of verb structure, and (ii) it does not have any indirect object. A verb is said to be 
used in indirect strong form of verb structure if (i)  it has been used in a strong form of verb 
structure, and (ii) it has an indirect inanimate/animate object. A verb is said to be used in aka 
form of verb structure  if the verb structure has verbal suffix aka in it.  Till now, we have given 
examples of various kinds of verb structures. These verb structures can be naturally classified into 
the following types. 
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1. Basic forms of verb structures with noun/noun-equivalent as complement(table 4.2 & 

4.21). 
2. Basic forms of verb structures with adjective/adjective-equivalent as main verb(table 4.2 

& 4.21). 
3. Weak forms of verb structures that have a corresponding strong counterpart(table 4.4, 

4.5, 4.6 & 4.8). 
4. Weak forms of verb structures that have no strong counterpart(table 4.22). 
5. Direct strong forms of verb structures without object/subject infix(table 4.7, 4.8 & 4.11). 
6. Direct strong forms of verb structures with object/subject infix(table 4.11, 4.12, 4.15, 

4.16 & 4.18). 
7. Indirect strong forms of verb structures without object/subject infix(table 4.14). 
8. Indirect strong forms of verb structures with object/subject infix(table 4.12, 4.13, 4.14 & 

4.19). 
9. Aka forms of verb structures(table 4.20). 

 
There are two basic forms of verb structures of the first type, and three basic forms of verb 

structures of the second type. The semantics of these verb structures have been explained in 
section 4.1. Essentially, these forms of verb structures constitute the basic simple sentences of 
Santali language. These verb structures are very widely used in Santali language. It is to be noted 
that there are only a few basic forms of verb structures in Santali. However, this is also the case 
with other languages as well, and most languages have only a few basic forms of verb structures. 

A verb that is used in weak form of verb structure may have one or more of the following 
semantics depending on the subject, and the meaning associated with the verb. But a different use 
of the verb in weak form of verb structure may possess a semantics which is different from the 
previous one, but is one of the following. A verb that is intransitive/transitive with active voice 
semantics for some of the tenses, when animate subject is used, would become transitive with 
passive voice semantics when inanimate subject is used. In section 4.3.6, the meaning of these 
semantics has been explained earlier using examples in the table 4.9. 

 
1. Reflexive 
2. Intransitive 
3. Pseudo-transitive 
4. Transitive with active voice semantics 
5. Transitive with passive voice semantics 

 
If a verb is used in direct strong form of verb structure, then it has one of the following 

semantics depending on the subject, and the meaning associated with the verb. Again, a different 
use of the verb in direct strong form of verb structure may possess a semantics which is different 
from the previous one, but is one of the following. Also, in the following, a direct strong form of 
verb structure having one of the first two semantics will be without object/subject infix, and a 
direct strong form of verb structure having one of the remaining three semantics will be with 
object/subject infix. 

 
1. Intransitive(table 4.4, 4.5 & 4.7). 
2. Transitive with direct inanimate object(table 4.7, 4.8 & 4.11). 
3. Transitive with direct animate object and  its structure has animate object infix(table 4.11, 

4.12 & 4.15). 
4. Intransitive, and its structure has animate subject infix(table 4.16 & 4.18). 
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5. Transitive with direct inanimate object and its structure has animate subject infix(table 
4.15). 

 
If a verb is used in indirect strong form of verb structure, then it has one of the following 

semantics depending on the subject, and the meaning associated with the verb. Again, a different 
use of the verb in indirect strong form of verb structure may possess a semantics which is 
different from the previous one, but is one of the following. Also, in the following, an indirect 
strong form of verb structure having the first semantics will be without object/subject infix, and 
an indirect strong form of verb structure having one of the remaining three semantics will be with 
object/subject infix. 

 
1. Transitive with indirect inanimate object(table 4.14). 
2. Transitive with indirect animate object and its structure has  animate object infix(table 

4.12, 4.13 & 4.14). 
3. Intransitive, and its structure has animate subject infix(table 4.19). 
4. Transitive with indirect inanimate/animate object and its structure has animate subject 

infix(table 4.19). 
 

The aka form of verb structure in Santali may give rise to different forms of verb structure, 
but the most commonly used one among them corresponds to future continuous tense. Several 
examples of this form have been given in section 4.3.12. These forms of verb structures can be 
derived from the same general verb structure source given in section 3.3.1, but it may require 
minor modifications to suite some verb structures of these kinds which may be quite complex.  

 
It is to be noted that the information about a verb structure in Santali as obtained above 

completely  characterizes the verb structure, and we say that the meaning of the verb structure 
has been fully understood. 

4.3.19 Classification of Verbs 
 

A verb is said to be a weak intransitive verb if, without using any verb qualifier, (i) it can be 
used as an intransitive verb in all the tenses of weak form, and (ii) its use as a main verb in strong 
form(if possible) of verb structures does  not make proper sense. A sample list of these verbs 
together with their weak present form is given in appendix A1. A verb is said to be a strong 
intransitive verb if, without using any verb qualifier, (i) it can be used as an intransitive verb in 
all the tenses of strong form, and (ii) it may possibly be used  as an intransitive verb in some of 
the tenses of weak form. A sample list of these verbs together with their weak present form(if 
possible), strong present and past continuous  forms is given in appendix A2. A verb is said to be 
a strong transitive verb if it can be used as a transitive verb, that has only a direct inanimate 
object, in all the tenses of direct strong form of verb structures without using any verb qualifier. 
Most of the strong transitive verbs can  be used in weak form of verb structures, and they may 
have one or more of the following semantics, viz.,  reflexive, intransitive, pseudo-transitive, 
transitive with active voice semantics, and transitive with passive voice semantics. A sample list 
of these verbs together with their weak present form, strong present and past continuous  forms is 
given in appendix A3. Transitive verbs that can have indirect objects are either  strong intransitive 
verbs or  strong transitive verbs, but not all of these verbs can be used as transitive verbs with 
indirect object. A sample list of transitive verbs which can have indirect object is given in 
appendix A4  together with their strong present and past forms.  
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5 Simple Sentences with More Complex Auxiliary Verbs 
 

So far we have described verb structures that use only a few terminator suffix, viz.,  A, mA, 
and GE, and do not use many of the other components of general verb structure source. 
However, we have used all the eighteen verbal suffixes that are used in Santali language, and 
hence, no new verb structure that is different from the verb structures in the previous section in 
the verbal suffix part will be encountered in this section. In the following, we shall study more 
complex auxiliary verbs that are obtained by using one of the remaining terminator suffixes, and 
other components. 

5.1 Verb Structures having Terminator Suffix TANhEJ or its equivalence 
 

The terminator suffix finite A may be replaced with terminator suffix TANhEJ or its 
equivalence in present/future indefinite tense, future persistent indefinite tense, present 
continuous tense, and present persistent continuous tense, and this would give rise to past 
repetitive tense, past persistent repetitive tense, past continuous tense, and past persistent 
continuous tense form of verb structures respectively. The terminator suffix finite A may also 
be replaced with terminator suffix TANhEJ or its equivalence in present perfect tense and past 
perfect tense, but the semantics of resulting verb structures is very similar to that of past perfect 
tense, and hence, we have not considered them as separate independent tense. Nonetheless, they 
may be used in practice once in a while. In the table 5.1 shown below, we have given the verb 
structures of  intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn as illustration for the above four tenses. The 
verb structures for other kinds of verbs for the above four tenses can also be derived easily since 
only the  terminator suffix finite A needs to be replaced with terminator suffix TANhEJ or its 
equivalence, and therefore, they are not shown. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Past repetitive tense (DohZAWI EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z TAhENJ [DA.Z+TAhENJ]| I used to run. 

Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: TAhENJ I~QIQ SEnoG TAhENJ [SEn+oG+TAhENJ]| I used to 

go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: TAhENJ 

2. Past persistent 
repetitive tense (RoGoZIYA. DohZAWI EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG TAhENJ [DA.Z+KAG+TAhENJ]| I used 

to run (till some desired objective 
is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG TAhENJ I~QIQ SEn KoG TAhENJ [SEn+KoG+TAhENJ]| I used 

to go (with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG TAhENJ 

3. Past continuous tense (CoLoT EnAF nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZED TAhENJ [DA.Z+ED+TAhENJ]| I was 
running. 
Principal verb: DA.ZED 
Auxiliary verb: TAhENJ 

I~QIQ SEnoG KAn TAhENJ [SEn+oG+KAn+TAhENJ]| I 
was going. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAn TAhENJ 

4. Past persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT EnAF I~QIQ DA.Z KAG KAn TAhENJ [DA.Z+KAG+KAn+TAhENJ]| 

I was continuing to run (till some 

I~QIQ SEn KoG KAn TAhENJ [SEn+KoG+KAn+TAhENJ]| I 
was continuing to go (with a view 
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nAF) desired objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAn TAhENJ 

to reach the destination, and 
remain there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAn TAhENJ 

 
Table 5.1 

5.2 Uses of the Tenses  having Terminator Suffix TANhEJ or its equivalence 
 

The uses of the four tenses in table 5.1 were not discussed earlier as their introduction was 
deferred to this section. In any case, these tenses have very straight forward timing-related 
semantics , and in the following, a brief description of the semantics of each of these tenses is 
given together with examples to illustrate their uses. The semantics of these tenses for other kinds 
of verbs are also the same, and therefore, they would not be described separately. 
 

A.   Uses of Past Repetitive Tense Forms 
(i)  To denote an action that has been repeated in the past many times: UnI IQE DALIQ TAhENJ| He used to beat me.  In this example, UnI means ‘he’, IQ means ‘I’, and DAL means ‘to beat’. It is to be noted that the semantics of repetition has been 

realized in a regular verb structure without using any adverb. 
 

B. Uses of Past Persistent Repetitive Tense Forms 
(i)  To denote an action that has been repeated in the past many times, each time with a 

view to achieve certain definite objective: UnI IQE DAL KA.Q [KA+IQ] TAhENJ| He used to beat me(with a view to achieve certain definite objective).  
This is the same as the previous example except that the semantics of persistence has 
been added to it. 

 
C. Uses of Past Continuous Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that was taking place in the past at some instant of time: IQ BAJARIQ SEnoG KAn TAhENJ| I was going to the market. In this example, IQ means ‘I’, BAJAR means ‘market’, and SEn means ‘to go’. It is to noted that 
the completion of the action is not implied. Such sentences should  be translated to past 
continuous tense in English. 

(ii)  To denote an action that took place in the past regularly, and that was continuing to be 
repeated till some point of time in the past: UnI DIn hILoG E UmUG KAn TAhENJ| He was taking bath everyday. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, DIn hILoG means ‘everyday’, and  Um means ‘to take bath’.  Again, it is to noted that 
whenever the action was performed, the completion of the action is not implied. Such 
sentences should  be translated to past continuous tense in English. 

 
D. Uses of Past Persistent Continuous Tense Forms 

(i) To denote an action that was taking place at some instant of time in the past together 
with the fact that the subject persisted  in continuing  the action till some desired 
objective was achieved: UnI noNdE DHA.BIJ E hENJ KoG KAn TAhENJ| 
He was coming up to this place. In this example, UnI means ‘he’, noNdE means ‘this 
place’, DHA.BIJ means ‘up to’, and  hENJ means ‘to come’. The above sentence 
means that he was coming, and  continued to come with the intention to reach this 
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place. Sentences of this kind may normally be translated to past continuous tense in 
English. 

(ii)  To denote an action that was taking place at some instant of time in the past together 
with the fact that the subject  persisted  in the state resulting due to the completion of 
the action of the verb till some desired objective was achieved: UnI noNdEY [noNdE+E] UmUL KoG KAn TAhENJ| He was standing in the shadow here(and  
remained here till some desired objective was achieved). In this example, UnI means 
‘he’, noNdE means ‘here’, and  UmUL means ‘to stand in the shadow’. The above 
sentence means that  he was standing in the shadow here, and continued to stand here 
till some desired objective was achieved. These sentences also may normally be 
translated to past continuous tense in English. 

(iii)  To denote an action that took place  in the past regularly and that was continued to be 
repeated  till some instant of time in the past. In addition, whenever the action took 
place, the subject  persisted either  in continuing  the action or  in the state resulting 
due to the completion of the action of the verb, till some desired objective was 
achieved: UnI DIn hILoG noNdEY[noNdE+E] UmUL KoG KAn TAhENJ| 
He was standing in the shadow here everyday.  This is the same example as in D(ii) 
above except that the verb is now qualified using the adverb DIn hILoG which 
means ‘everyday’. The above sentence means that the action of standing in shadow has 
been repeated in the past everyday, and each time, it was continued till some desired 
objective was achieved. These sentences may also be translated to English as past 
continuous tense. 

5.3 Verb Structures having Terminator Suffix LA.GID 
 

The terminator suffix finite A may be replaced with terminator suffix LA.GID in 
present/future indefinite tense, and future persistent indefinite tense, and this would give rise to 
present immediate tense, and present persistent immediate tense form of verb structures 
respectively. Replacement of terminator suffix finite A with terminator suffix LA.GID in other 
tenses does not result in verb structures that have meaningful semantics. In the table 5.2 shown 
below, we have given the verb structures of  intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn as illustration for 
the above two tenses. The verb structures for other kinds of verbs for the above two tenses can 
also be derived easily since only the  terminator suffix finite A needs to be replaced with 
terminator suffix LA.GID, and therefore, they are not shown. The semantics of these tenses are 
clear from the translated English sentences in the table 5.2. Since there is no substantial change in 
the timing-related semantics of the above two new tenses from the semantics of the original 
tenses,  we did not consider them as fundamental verb structures of Santali language. 
Nonetheless, the above two new tenses have a clear timing-related semantics which is different 
from those of other tenses. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Present immediate 

tense (SoFGE nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z LA.GID [DA.Z+LA.GID]| I am about to 
run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: LA.GID I~QIQ SEnoG LA.GID [SEn+oG+LA.GID]| I am 

about to go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: LA.GID 

2. Present persistent I~QIQ DA.Z KAG LA.GID I~QIQ SEn KoG LA.GID 
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immediate tense (RoGoZIYA. SoFGE nIToF nAF) [DA.Z+KAG+LA.GID]| I am 
about to start and continue running 
(till some desired objective is 
achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG LA.GID [SEn+KoG+LA.GID]| I am 

about to start and continue going 
(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG LA.GID 

 
Table 5.2 

 
It is also to be noted that a simple sentence with terminator suffix LA.GID may be considered as 
a partially truncated simple sentence even when the terminator suffix LA.GID is still present in 
the sentence. That is, a simple sentence with terminator suffix LA.GID may be used in any place 
where a partially truncated simple sentence may be used. 

5.4 Verb Structures having Terminator Suffix DoRKAR 
 

The terminator suffix finite A may be replaced with terminator suffix DoRKAR in 
present/future indefinite tense, and future persistent indefinite tense. However, the resulting 
sentences are somewhat peculiar in the sense that there is no bound emphasizer corresponding to 
the animate subject. Probably, DoRKAR has been used as a verb, and it is the terminator suffix 
finite A that is missing. In the table 5.3 shown below, we have given the verb structures of  
intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn as illustration. The verb structures for other kinds of verbs 
can also be derived easily since only the  terminator suffix finite A needs to be replaced with 
terminator suffix DoRKAR, and therefore, they are not shown. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) IQ DA.Z DoRKAR [DA.Z+A]| I need to run. 

Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: DoRKAR 

IQ SEnoG DoRKAR [SEn+oG+DoRKAR]| I need to 
go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: DoRKAR 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) IQ DA.Z KAG DoRKAR [DA.Z+KAG+DoRKAR]| I need 

to continue running (till some 
desired objective is achieved). 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG DoRKAR IQ SEn KoG DoRKAR [SEn+KoG+DoRKAR]| I need 

to continue  going (with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain 
there). 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG DoRKAR 

 
Table 5.3 

5.5 Verb Structures having Terminator Suffix Do  
 

The terminator suffix finite A may be replaced with terminator suffix Do in most of the 
tenses, viz., present/future indefinite tense, future persistent indefinite tense, present continuous 
tense, present persistent continuous tense, present perfect tense,  past indefinite tense, and past 
perfect tense. The terminator suffix Do is used to suggest an implied question about the action of 
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the verb in the simple sentence. The implied question is “what is to be done if the action takes 
place or if the action has already taken place”. Consider the example UnIY hENJ AKAn Do, CED Bo CEKAYA| What this sentence means is that “He has come, please tell us what we 
should do”.  The important thing is that the implied part need not be stated, and it is understood 
from the context.  

5.6 Verb Structures having Free Emphasizer nHAG 
 

The free emphasizer nHAG is used after the terminator suffix finite A to indicate that the 
action of the verb will certainly take place. Hence, it is normally used with tenses in which the 
action will take place in the future.  When nHAG is used after the terminator suffix finite A in 
present/future indefinite tense, and future persistent indefinite tense, it results in verb structures 
which have future indefinite tense and future perfect tense respectively. When it is used after the 
terminator suffix finite A in present continuous tense, and present persistent continuous  tense, 
the semantics of the resulting verb structures is not very clear, and the use of nHAG in such 
cases should be avoided. In the table 5.4 shown below, we have given the verb structures of  
intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn as illustration. The verb structures for other kinds of verbs 
can also be derived easily since only the free emphasizer nHAG needs to be placed after the 
terminator suffix finite A, and therefore, they are not shown. It is to be noted that the persistence 
semantics in future perfect tense is automatically implied. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Future indefinite 

tense(SUPUR DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZA nHAG [DA.Z+A+nHAG]| I shall run. 
Principal verb: DA.ZA 
Auxiliary verb: nHAG 

I~QIQ SEnoG A nHAG [SEn+oG+A+nHAG]| I shall 
go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: A nHAG 

2. Future perfect tense (SA.TEn DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG_A nHAG [DA.Z+KAG+A+nHAG]| I 
shall have run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A nHAG I~QIQ SEn KoG_A nHAG [SEn+KoG+A+nHAG]| I shall 

have gone. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A nHAG 

 
Table 5.4 

5.7 Verb Structures having Free Emphasizer BAZE 
 

The free emphasizer BAZE is placed immediately after the terminator suffix mA or its 
equivalence in present imperative tense and present persistent imperative tense to indicate that the 
action of the verb must be performed. This emphasizer is not used with any other tense. In the 
table 5.5 shown below, we have given the verb structures of  intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn 
as illustration for the above two tenses. The verb structures for other kinds of verbs can also be 
derived easily since only the free emphasizer BAZE needs to be placed after the terminator suffix mA, or its equivalence,  and therefore, they are not shown. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 
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Verb DA.Z Verb SEn 
1. Present imperative 

tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z mA BAZE [DA.Z+mA+BAZE]| I must 
run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: mA BAZE 

I~QIQ SEnoG mA BAZE [SEn+oG+mA+BAZE]| I must 
go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: mA BAZE 

2. Present persistent 
imperative  tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG mA BAZE [DA.Z+KAG+mA+BAZE]| I 

must continue to run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mA BAZE I~QIQ SEn KoG mA BAZE [SEn+KoG+mA+BAZE]| I 

must continue to go. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mA BAZE 

 
Table 5.5 

5.8 Verb Structures having Free Emphasizer hUnA.F 
 

The free emphasizer hUnA.F is placed immediately after the terminator suffix finite A in 
present/future indefinite tense, future continuous tense and future persistent indefinite tense to 
indicate the necessity of performing the action represented by the verb. When it is used after the 
terminator suffix finite A in present continuous tense, and present persistent continuous  tense, 
the semantics of the resulting verb structures is not very clear, and the use of hUnA.F in such 
cases should be avoided. In the table 5.6 shown below, we have given the verb structures of  
intransitive verbs DA.Z and SEn as illustration for the above three tenses. The verb structures 
for other kinds of verbs can also be derived easily since only the free emphasizer hUnA.F needs 
to be placed after the terminator suffix finite A,  and therefore, they are not shown. 

 
 

 Tense of the Forms Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb DA.Z Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive 

Verb SEn 
1. Future indefinite 

tense(SUPUR DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.ZA hUnA.F [DA.Z+A+hUnA.F]| I should 
run. 
Principal verb: DA.ZA 
Auxiliary verb: hUnA.F 

I~QIQ SEnoG A hUnA.F [SEn+oG+A+hUnA.F]| I 
should go. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: A hUnA.F 

2. Future continuous 
tense (CoLoT DARAY nAF) IQ DA.Z AKA.Q TAhENnA hUnA.F [DA.Z+AKA+IQ+TAhENn+A+hUnA.F]| I should be running. 

Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: AKA.Q TAhENnA hUnA.F 

IQ SEn AKA.Q TAhENnA hUnA.F [SEn+AKA+IQ+TAhENn+A+hUnA.F]| I should be going. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: AKA.Q TAhENnA hUnA.F 

3. Future perfect tense (SA.TEn DARAY nAF) I~QIQ DA.Z KAG_A hUnA.F [DA.Z+KAG+A+hUnA.F]| I 
should have run. 
Principal verb: DA.Z 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A hUnAF I~QIQ SEn KoG_A hUnA.F [SEn+KoG+A+hUnA.F]| I 

should have gone. 
Principal verb: SEn 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A hUnA.F 

 
Table 5.6 
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5.9 Verb Structures having Emphasizing Infix GE 
 

The emphasizing infix GE may be placed immediately before the terminator suffix and the 
possessive infix  in most of the tenses, but it cannot be used with tenses in which the terminator 
suffix is different from finite A, TAhENJ and Do . The effect of adding the emphasizing infix GE is to emphasize the fact that the action represented by the verb will certainly take place or has 
certainly taken place. 

5.10 Verb Structures having Possessive Infix 
 

A possessive infix may be placed immediately just before the terminator suffix finite A to 
indicate that the action being performed by the subject is on behalf of some one else. A 
possessive infix cannot be used with tenses in which the terminator suffix is different from finite A, mA( or its equivalence) and Do . It means that the possessive infix can be used only with 
the following tenses: present/future indefinite tense, future indefinite tense, future persistent 
indefinite tense, future continuous tense, future perfect tense, present indefinite tense,  present 
continuous tense, present persistent continuous tense, present perfect tense,  present imperative 
tense, present persistent imperative tense, past indefinite tense, past persistent indefinite tense, 
and past perfect tense. For the possessive infix to be used in a simple sentence, it is not necessary 
to have a reference to the corresponding pronoun in the simple sentence, and the possessive infix 
can be used directly. If a possessive infix corresponding to a pronoun/noun is used in a simple 
sentence, the following intuitive rules may be used to decide whether a reference to the 
pronoun/noun is necessary  in the simple sentence corresponding to the possessive infix used.  

 
1. A possessive infix corresponding to a part of a pronoun  in the subject  cannot be used. 
2. If a possessive infix corresponding to a pronoun is used in a simple sentence, and the 

subject of the simple sentence is part of the pronoun, then even a semantic reason for a 
reference to the pronoun in the simple sentence may not exist, and a reference to the 
pronoun cannot even be made syntactically. However, a semantic reason for a reference 
to the pronoun may exist in the above case, and a reference to the pronoun has to be 
made, but it may be just implicit.  

3. If a possessive infix corresponding to a pronoun in 1st and 2nd person is used in a simple 
sentence, and the subject of the simple sentence is not part of the pronoun, then a 
reference to the pronoun is required in the simple sentence for semantic reason, but it 
may be just implicit. 

4. If a possessive infix corresponding to a pronoun in 3rd person is used in a simple 
sentence, and the subject of the simple sentence is not part of the pronoun, then an 
explicit reference to the pronoun is required in the simple sentence for semantic reason. 

5. If a possessive infix in a simple sentence is corresponding to animate noun, then an 
explicit reference to the noun is necessary in the simple sentence for semantic reason. 

6. If the subject of a simple sentence is inanimate, a reference to the pronoun corresponding 
to the possessive infix used in the simple sentence is necessary for semantic reason, but it 
may be just implicit. 

 
In the table 5.7 shown below, we have given forms of possessive pronouns for each of the 

pronouns together with examples to illustrate their use. 
 

 Personal 
Pronouns 

Forms of 
Possessive 

Examples to Illustrate the Use of Possessive Infix 
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in Santali Infix IQ TIQ noWA UTU SIBIL KAn TIQA [SIBIL+KAn+TIQ+A]| This vegetable dish of mine is tasty. 
Principal verb: SIBIL 
Auxiliary verb: KAn TIQA 1. 

In the above sentence, the subject is inanimate, and a reference to the pronoun IQ corresponding 
to the possessive infix TIQ is implicitly made as IQA.G noWA UTU. ALAF TALAF I~QIQ SEnoG TALAFA [SEn+oG+TALAF+A]| I shall 

go on behalf of two of us. 
Principal verb: SEnoG 
Auxiliary verb: TALAFA 2. 

In the above sentence, possessive infix TALAF has been used for ALAF, and the subject IQ is 
part of ALAF.  Since there is no semantic reason for referring to  ALAF, a reference to ALAF is 
not made in the sentence(also, it cannot be made). A.LIQ TA.LIQ UnI A.LIQAG KA.mIY KA.mI KAG TA.LIQA [KA.mI+KAG+TA.LIQ+A]| He will continue to do our 

work(till it gets over). 
Principal verb: KA.mI 
Auxiliary verb: KAG TA.LIQA 3. 

In the above example, UnI is considered either not part of A.LIQ or  part of A.LIQ. In either 
case, a reference to A.LIQ is necessary for semantic reason. But if the  reference to A.LIQ is 
made implicit, then UnI is certainly part of A.LIQ. ABo TABon IQ ABo LA.GID JomAG IQ A.GUY TABonA [A.GU+TABon+A]| I shall bring food for us(on our behalf). 

Principal verb: A.GUY 
Auxiliary verb: TABonA 

4. 

In the above example, IQ is part of ABo, but for semantic reason, an explicit reference to ABo is 
necessary in the sentence. This example is similar to the one given in 2 above. However, in 2 
above, there was no semantic reason for referring to ALAF. ALE TALE IQ oZAG IQ PHURCA.Y TALEYA [PHURCA.+TALE+A]| I shall clean our house(on our behalf). 

Principal verb: PHURCA.Y 
Auxiliary verb: TALEYA 5. 

In the above example, IQ is part of ALE, and an implicit reference to ALE is made in the 
sentence  as ALEYAG oZAG for semantic reason. Am TAm UnI AmAG LUGXZIY A.RUB KAG TAmA [A.RUB+KAG+TAm+A]| He will continue to wash your 

clothes(on your behalf till they are clean). 
Principal verb: A.RUB 
Auxiliary verb: KAG TAmA 

6. 

In the above example, UnI is not part of Am.  Since Am is in 2nd person, an explicit reference to it 
is not necessary. However, an explicit  reference to Am is made in the sentence for the sake of 
clarity. A.BIn TA.BIn AmEm EnEJ TA.BInA [EnEJ+TA.BIn+A]| You will 

dance(on behalf of both of you). 
7. 

This example is similar to the example in 2 above. 
8. APE TAPE IQ APEYIJ BA.BUQ IDIYE  KAn TAPEYA [IDI+E+KAn+TAPE+A]| I am taking your  boy child(on 

your behalf). 
Principal verb: IDIYE 
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Auxiliary verb: KAG KAn TAPEYA 
This example is similar to the example given in 6 above. AJ,  UnI, hA.nI, nUY TA UnKU AJAG SAmAn Ko IDI KED TAYA [IDI+KED+TA+A]| They took his luggage(on his behalf). 

Principal verb: IDI 
Auxiliary verb: KED TAYA 

9. 

This example is similar to the example given in 6 above. A.KIn, UnKIn, hA.nKIn, nUKIn TA.KIn UnI GA.dIY LAZAWED TA.KIn TAhENJ [LAZAW+ED+TA.KIn+TAhENJ]| He was driving 
their(which includes him as one of two members) vehicle(on their 
behalf). 

10. 

This example is similar to the example given in 5 above. AKo, UnKU, hA.nKU, nUKU TAKo AKo DAKA Ko JomED TAKAWA [Jom+ED+TAKo+A]| 
They are eating their food(for themselves). 
Principal verb: JomED 
Auxiliary verb: TAKoWA 

11. 

In the above example, AKo is part of itself, and an implicit reference to AKo is made in the 
sentence  as AKoWAG DAKA for semantic reason.  

 
Table 5.7 

 
From the examples in table 5.7 and the intuitive rules given above, it is clear that if the 

subject of a simple sentence is a pronoun, then, in many cases, a reference to the pronoun 
corresponding to the possessive infix used in the simple sentence may not be required. In order to 
use these rules correctly, it is necessary to know which pronoun can be part of which other 
pronouns. In the table 5.8 shown below, we have given a list of pronouns for each of the pronoun 
which can be part of any of the pronouns in the list.. 
 

 Personal 
Pronouns 
in Santali 

Person and 
Number 

Personal 
Pronouns in 

English 

List of Pronouns of Which the 
Pronoun in the First Column can 

be a Part 
1. IQ First, Singular I IQ, ALAF, A.LIQ, ABo, ALE 
2. ALAF First, Dual Two  of us (including 

listener) 
ALAF, ABo 

3. A.LIQ First, Dual Two of us (excluding 
listener) 

A.LIQ, ALE 
4. ABo First, Plural We (including 

listener) 
ABo 

5. ALE First, Plural We (excluding 
listener) 

ALE 
6. Am Second, Singular You Am, A.BIn, APE, ALAF, ABo 
7. A.BIn Second, Dual Two of you A.BIn, APE, ABo 
8. APE Second, Plural You APE, ABo 
9. AJ Third, Singular He AJ, A.KIn, AKo, A.LIQ, ALE 
10. A.KIn Third, Dual Two of them A.KIn, AKo, ALE 
11. AKo Third, Plural They AKo, ALE 
12. UnI Third, Singular He(far) AJ, A.KIn, AKo, A.LIQ, ALE 
13. UnKIn Third, Dual Two of them A.KIn, AKo, ALE 
14. UnKU Third, Plural They AKo, ALE 
15. hA.nI Third, Singular He(very far) AJ, A.KIn, AKo, A.LIQ, ALE 



A Framework for Learning Santali                       R. C. Hansdah and N. C. Murmu  

 
 

 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                              75  

16. hA.nKIn Third, Dual Two of them A.KIn, AKo, ALE 
17. hA.nKU Third, Plural They AKo, ALE 
18. nUY Third, Singular He(very near) AJ, A.KIn, AKo, A.LIQ, ALE 
19. nUKIn Third, Dual Two of them A.KIn, AKo, ALE 
20. nUKU Third, Plural They AKo, ALE 

 
Table 5.8 

6 Main Verbs and Verb Qualifiers 
 

The base component of a verb structure consists of a main verb that is optionally followed by 
a sequence of one or more words, called verb qualifiers. The main verb itself consists of a 
sequence of one or more verbs in base form. If the main verb of a verb structure consists of a 
single verb, then it is said to be a simple main verb; otherwise, it is said to be a compound main 
verb. An action-centric  form of verb cannot be accompanied with any verb qualifiers. Hence, if 
verb qualifiers are used in a verb structure, then the verbs of the main verb have to be in root or 
reciprocal form only. The verbs qualifiers are words which are always used in a verb structure 
between the main verb and  the verbal suffix(if present; otherwise the next available component), 
and they do not make any sense separately. That is, these words cannot be used otherwise in a 
sentence. Most compound main verbs consists of a pair of verbs which may be of different types, 
i.e., one may be weak and the other may be strong or vice versa. In the following, we first give 
examples of compound main verbs consisting of a pair of verbs followed by a description of some 
of the widely used verb qualifiers. 

6.1 Compound Main Verbs 
 

Conceptually, any pair of verbs in base form may be used as compound main verb if it makes 
a meaningful combination. Also, verbs in reciprocal and action-centric form  are also used 
occasionally as a part of a compound main verb. Hence, most compound main verbs consists of a 
pair of verbs in root form only. In the table 6.1 shown below, we  have given examples of  
compound main verbs consisting of a pair of verbs to illustrate their features. 
 
 Pair of 

Verbs in 
Root Form 

Examples of the Use of  Pair of Verbs as Compound Main Verbs 
 IQ AKoWAG oZAG IQ DA.Z SEn EnA| I went running to their 

house. 
a. 

In this example, DA.Z means ‘to run’, and SEn means ‘to go’. Also, DA.Z is a strong intransitive verb, and SEn is a weak intransitive verb.  
Hence, this pair is of strong-weak type. But  the verb SEn is the 
prominent verb in this pair since the verb DA.Z will not make any sense 
without the verb SEn in this case. Hence, the  verb structure assumes the 
weak form. Besides, the action of verb  DA.Z encompasses the action of 
verb SEn, and so DA.Z precedes SEn. I~QIQ DA.Z hUY KEG_A|  I finished running. 

1.  DA.Z SEn          DA.Z hUY  b. 

In this example, DA.Z means ‘to run’, and hUY means ‘to happen’ 
which is a weak intransitive verb. Hence, this pair is also of strong-weak 
type. However, in this case, DA.Z is the prominent verb since the verb hUY alone will not make any sense without the verb DA.Z.  Therefore, 
the verb  structure assumes the strong form. Besides, the action of verb  
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   DA.Z precedes the action of verb hUY, and so DA.Z precedes hUY. UnIY TINGU THIR AKAnA| He is standing still. 2. TINGU THIR 
In this example,  TINGU means ‘to stand’, and THIR  means ‘to remain still’. 
Both  TINGU and THIR are weak intransitive verbs. Hence, this pair is of 
weak-weak type, and the verb structure assumes the weak form. Besides, the 
action of verb  TINGU precedes the action of verb THIR, and so TINGU 
precedes THIR.   
a. UnIY RUWA.Z hENJ AKAnA| He has returned back. 
b. UnIY hENJ RUWA.Z AKAnA| He has returned back. 

3. RUWA.Z hENJ 
In this example, RUWA.Z means ‘to return’, and hENJ means ‘to come’. Also,  
both  RUWA.Z and hENJ are weak intransitive verbs. Hence, this pair is of 
weak-weak type, and the verb structure assumes the weak form. Besides, the 
action of verb RUWA.Z encompasses the action of verb hENJ and vice versa. 
Hence, we are able to interchange the order of these verbs in the verb structure 
keeping the semantics almost intact.  IQ mIDtIJ ULIQ tUtI QUR KEG_A| I  shot a mango with a blunt 
arrow, which made it fall. 

4. tUtI QUR 
In this example, UL means ‘mango’, tUtI means ‘to shoot with a blunt arrow’, 
and QUR means ‘to make something fall’.  Here, both  tUtI and QUR are 
transitive verbs with direct inanimate object. Hence, this pair is of strong-strong 
type, and the verb structure assumes the strong form.  Besides, the action of 
verb  tUtI precedes the action of verb QUR, and so tUtI precedes QUR. 
However, in this case, both tUtI and QUR may be used independently.  mIDtIJ TA.RUB Ko TUQ GoJ KEDEYA| A tiger was killed by 
shooting it with an arrow. 

5. TUQ GoJ 
In this example, TA.RUB means ‘tiger’, TUQ means ‘to shoot with an  arrow’, 
and GoJ means ‘to kill’. In this case, both  TUQ and GoJ are transitive verbs 
with direct animate object. Hence, this pair is also of strong-strong type, and the 
verb structure assumes the strong form. Besides, the action of verb  TUQ 
precedes the action of verb GoJ, and so TUQ precedes GoJ. In this case also, 
both TUQ and GoJ may be used independently.  UnIKIn KIn TUPUQ GoPoJ EnA| They(two of them) killed each 
other by shooting with arrow. 

6. TUPUQ GoPoJ 
In this example, UnKIn means ‘two of them’, TUPUQ means ‘to shoot each 
other with arrow’, and GoPoJ means ‘to kill each other’. In this case, both  TUPUQ and GoPoJ are weak intransitive verbs. Hence, this pair is of weak-
weak type, and the verb structure assumes the weak form. Besides, the action of 
verb  TUPUQ precedes the action of verb GoPoJ, and so TUPUQ precedes GoPoJ. In this case also, both TUPUQ and GoPoJ may be used 
independently. UnIY TUQ GoG_GoJ A| He would kill by shooting with an arrow. 7. TUQ GoG_GoJ In this example, UnI means ‘he’, TUQ means ‘to shoot with an arrow’, and GoJ means ‘to kill’. In this case, TUQ  is a transitive verb with direct 
animate/inanimate object and GoG_GoJ becomes a weak intransitive verb. 
Hence, this pair is of strong-weak type. Since the verb GoG_GoJ is prominent 
in this case,  the verb structure assumes the weak form. Besides, the action of 
verb  TUQ precedes the action of verb GoG_GoJ, and so TUQ precedes GoG_GoJ. In this case also, both TUQ and GoG_GoJ may be used 
independently. 

8. CECED UnKU CECED SAnAYED KoWA| They desire to learn. 



A Framework for Learning Santali                       R. C. Hansdah and N. C. Murmu  

 
 

 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                              77  

 SAnA In this example, UnKU means ‘they’, CED means ‘to learn’, and SAnA means 
‘to desire’.  Here, CECED is action-centric form of CED, and is a weak 
intransitive verb. SAnA always requires direct strong form of verb structure 
with subject infix, and in any compound main verb containing SAnA, the 
resulting verb structure will always have this form. Also, instead of CECED, a 
verb of any other kind could have been used. Hence,  this kind of pair of verbs 
belongs neither to weak-strong type nor to any other type we have encountered 
so far. Since SAnA is always prominent in any verb structure containing it, the 
verb structure assumes the direct strong form of verb structure with subject 
infix.  

 
Table 6.1 

 
From the table 6.1 shown above, the following observations can be made on the compound 

main verbs consisting of a pair of verbs. 
 

1. Order of Verbs: In all of the above examples, the action of the first verb either precedes 
in time with/without causality or encompasses the action of the second verb.  In general, 
this is true of most such pairs of verbs, and the order of verbs cannot be interchanged. 
However, in case of a pair of verbs of the same type, viz. weak-weak or strong-strong, it 
may be possible to interchange the order of the verbs provided this interchange of order 
results in a meaningful semantics which may be the same as the original semantics or 
somewhat different from the original semantics. Example 3 in the table 6.1 illustrates this 
case. 

2. Weak-Strong Pair of Verbs: In the table 6.1, we have not given any example of weak-
strong pair of verbs. This is because the action of a weak verb cannot encompass or 
precede  in sequence the action of a strong verb. That is, the action of a strong verb 
cannot result or follow from the action of a weak verb. Hence, such pairs of verbs are not 
feasible. 

3. Form of Verb Structure: In case of strong-weak pair of verbs, the form of verb structure 
may be either strong or weak depending on the action that is prominent in the pair. 
Example 1 of table 6.1 illustrates this case.  In case of weak-weak or strong-strong pair of 
verbs,  the verb structure assumes weak or strong form respectively. However, if a 
compound main verb is followed by verb qualifiers, then the form of the verb structure 
would also depend on the verb qualifiers. 

4. Compound Main Verbs having SAnA as one of the Verbs: SAnA is a special verb 
that requires direct strong form of verb structure with subject infix. Hence, if it is part of 
a compound main verb, the main verb also assumes direct strong of verb structure with 
subject infix. Example 8 in table 6.1 illustrates this case. 

5. Semantics of Relationship between Verbs in a Compound Main Verb: Different 
languages have different mechanisms to concatenate verbs in order to show the 
relationship that exists between them. As in any other language, this relationship has to 
be interpreted by the speaker or the listener. Besides other mechanisms(to be described 
later), one of the ways to concatenate verbs in Santali is to place them one after another 
as a part of main verb. Just like other languages, the semantics of the relationship 
between the actions represented by the verbs could vary widely ranging from simple 
timing sequence, cause and effect relation, one verb being object of another,  concurrent 
occurrence of actions, and  so on. It is to be noted that the mechanism of concatenation of 
verbs in Santali is much more simpler compared to those in many other languages. 
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6.2 Verb Qualifiers 
 

A verb qualifier in a verb structure of Santali can modify the characteristics of the main verb 
in various ways.  Just like action-centric forms of verbs, it may increase the emphasis on the 
action of the main verb or it may enhance the timing related semantics of the main verb or it may 
make the main verb causative, and so on. But it is still very difficult to give a classification of 
verb qualifiers. Besides, if there are more than one verb qualifiers in a verb structure, then they 
can occur in a certain order only. A partial list of verb qualifiers is as follows: oCo/hoCo, JoF, BAZA, TARA/ToRA, QoG, oto/hoto, hAnTAZ/hATAZ, GoD, DAZE/KE .  It is to be noted that these verb qualifiers do not resemble any of the verbal suffixes in table 
4.26 structurally. This is because their function is totally different from those of verbal suffixes. 
In the following, we give a brief description of each of these verb qualifiers along with examples 
to illustrate their use. 

6.2.1 Verb Structures having Verb Qualifier  oCo/hoCo 
 

The verb qualifier oCo/hoCo can be used with any main verb consisting of root or 
reciprocal forms of verbs,  and  has a wide variety of semantics. It can be used with weak form of 
verb structure, direct strong form of verb structure as well as indirect strong form of verb 
structure. If the main verb is transitive, and the principal verb consisting of the main verb and the 
verb qualifier oCo/hoCo has direct/indirect animate object, then the direct object of the main 
verb also needs to be given; otherwise, the meaning of the sentence may become ambiguous. 
When the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo is used in a verb structure, a meaning different from that of 
the main verb is associated with the verb structure. In the table 6.2 shown below, we have given 
the semantics of  different forms of verb structures having the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in 
them.  
 
 Form of Verb Structure  

having  the Verb Qualifier oCo/hoCo in it 

Semantics  of Verb Structure 
having Animate Subject and the 
Verb Qualifier oCo/hoCo in 

it 

Table Numbers in 
Which the Examples 

are given 

1. Weak form of verb structure 
having a corresponding strong 
counterpart, and a transitive 
main verb. 

It means that subject will get/has 
got/got the action represented by the 
main verb done on itself. 

 
6.3 

2. Direct strong form of verb 
structure having a direct 
inanimate object to the principal 
verb, and a transitive main verb. 

It means that subject will get/has 
got/got the action represented by the 
main verb done on the object. 

 
6.4 

3. Direct strong form of verb 
structure having a direct animate 
object to the principal verb, and 
an intransitive/transitive main 
verb. 

It means that subject will make/has 
made/made the object perform  the 
action represented by the main verb. 

 
 

6.5 

4. Indirect strong form of verb 
structure having an indirect 
inanimate object to the principal 
verb, and a transitive main verb. 

It means that subject will allow/has 
allowed/allowed the action 
represented by the main verb to take 
place on the object. 

 
6.6 

5. Indirect strong form of verb 
structure having an indirect 
animate object to the principal 

It means that subject will allow/has 
allowed/allowed the object to carry 
out the action represented by the 

 
6.7 
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verb, and an 
intransitive/transitive main verb. 

main verb. 

 
Table 6.2 

 
In the table 6.3 shown below, we have given examples of weak forms of verb structures of 

transitive verb GED with animate subject for two cases: (i) with the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo 
in them, and (ii) without the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them. It is to be noted that the 
semantics of weak forms of verb structures of transitive verbs depends on the meaning associated 
with the verbs, and these meanings are explained in tables 4.9 and 4.10. In case of transitive verb GED, this meaning is pseudo-transitive/reflexive. In the table 6.3, we have explained the 
semantics of verb structures for ten tenses only. The semantics for the remaining tenses are 
similar to these semantics, and may be obtained by combining the semantics of these verb 
structures with the semantics of the tenses as appropriate. Hence, in the rest of this section, we 
shall explain the semantics of the ten tenses in table 6.3 for various verb structures that follow.  
 

 Tense of the Forms Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb GED having  the verb 
qualifier oCo/hoCo in them Weak Forms of Verb 

Structures of Transitive Verb GED without the verb 
qualifier oCo/hoCo in them 

1. Present/future 
indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) AmEm GED hoCoG A [GED+hoCo+oG+A]| You 

will get yourself cut. Principal 
verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: A AmEm GEDoG A [GED+oG+A]| You will get  

cut.  
Principal verb: GEDoG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) AmEm GED hoCo KoG_A [GED+hoCo+KoG+A]| You 

will continue to get yourself cut 
(till some desired objective is 
achieved). 
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A 

AmEm GED KoG_A [GED+hoCo+KoG+A]| You 
will continue to get cut (until you 
realize about it). 
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCoG KAnA [GED+hoCo+oG+KAn+A]| 

You are getting yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

AmEm GEDoG KAnA [GED+oG+KAn+A]| You are 
getting  cut.  
Principal verb: GEDoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo KoG KAnA [GED+hoCo+KoG+KAn+A]| 

You are continuing to get yourself 
cut(till some desired objective is 
achieved).  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

AmEm GED KoG KAnA [GED+KoG+KAn+A]| You are 
continuing to get  cut (until you 
realize about it).  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo AKAnA [GED+hoCo+AKAn+A]| 
You have got yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

AmEm GED AKAnA [GED+AKAn+A]| You have 
got  cut.  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 
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6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo EnA [GED+hoCo+En+A]| You got 
yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

AmEm GED EnA [GED+En+A]| You got  cut.  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

7. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo LEnA [GED+hoCo+LEn+A]| You 
had got yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

AmEm GED LEnA [GED+LEn+A]| You had got  
cut.  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

8. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am GED hoCoG mE [GED+hoCo+oG+mE]| Get 

yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: mE 

Am GEDoG mE [GED+oG+mE]| Get  cut.  
Principal verb: GEDoG 
Auxiliary verb: mE 

9. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am GED hoCo KoG mE [GED+hoCo+KoG+mE]| You  

continue to get yourself cut(till 
some desired objective is 
achieved).  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mE 

Am GED KoG mE [GED+KoG+mE]| You  continue 
to get  cut(till some desired 
objective is achieved).  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mE 

10. Present informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo LEn GE [GED+hoCo+LEn+GE]| First, 

you  get yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

AmEm GED LEn GE [GED+LEn+GE]| First, you  get  
cut.  
Principal verb: GED 
Auxiliary verb: LEn GE 

 
Table 6.3 

 
In the table 6.4 shown below, we have given examples of direct strong forms of verb 

structures of  transitive verb IR(which means ‘to cut crops like paddy, grass etc.’)  with animate 
subject and direct inanimate object, and  having the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them. For the 
sake of comparison, weak forms of verb structures of transitive verb GED having the verb 
qualifier oCo/hoCo in them are also given alongside. It is to be noted that the main verb for the 
direct form of verb structure in this case has to be a transitive verb with inanimate object which 
is also the object to the principal verb consisting of  main verb and the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo . 
 

 Tense of the Forms Weak Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb GED having the verb 
qualifier oCo/hoCo in them Direct Strong Forms of Verb 

Structures of Transitive Verb IR with inanimate object , 
and having the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them 

1. Present/future 
indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) AmEm GED hoCoG A [GED+hoCo+oG+A]| You 

will get yourself cut. Principal 
verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: A Am hUZUm [hUZU+Am] IR hoCoYA [IR+hoCo+A]| 

You will get  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYA 
Auxiliary verb:  

2. Future persistent AmEm GED hoCo KoG_A Am hUZUm IR hoCo KAG_A 
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indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) [GED+hoCo+KoG+A]| You 
will continue to get yourself cut 
(till some desired objective is 
achieved). 
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG_A [IR+hoCo+KAG+A]| You 

will continue to get the paddy cut 
(until it is over). 
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCoG KAnA [GED+hoCo+oG+KAn+A]| 

You are getting yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCoYEG A [IR+hoCo+EG+A]| You are 
getting  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYEG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo KoG KAnA [GED+hoCo+KoG+KAn+A]| 

You are continuing to get yourself 
cut(till some desired objective is 
achieved).  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG KAnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo KAG KAnA [IR+hoCo+KAG+KAn+A]| 
You are continuing to get  the 
paddy cut (until it is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo  
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo AKAnA [GED+hoCo+AKAn+A]| 
You have got yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: AKAnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo AKAG_A [IR+hoCo+AKAG+A]| You 
have got  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 

6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo EnA [GED+hoCo+En+A]| You got 
yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: EnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo KEG_A [IR+hoCo+KEG+A]| You got  
the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

7. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo LEnA [GED+hoCo+LEn+A]| You 
had got yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo LEG_A [IR+hoCo+LEG+A]| You 
had got  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

8. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am GED hoCoG mE [GED+hoCo+oG+mE]| Get 

yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCoG 
Auxiliary verb: mE 

Am hUZU IR hoCoY mE [IR+hoCo+mA]| Get  the 
paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoY 
Auxiliary verb: mE 

9. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am GED hoCo KoG mE [GED+hoCo+KoG+mE]| You  

continue to get yourself cut(till 
some desired objective is 
achieved).  
Principal verb: GED hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KoG mE 

Am hUZU IR hoCo KAG mE [IR+hoCo+KAG+mE]| You  
continue to get the paddy  cut(till it 
is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mE 

10. Present informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) AmEm GED hoCo LEn GE [GED+hoCo+LEn+GE]| First, 

you get yourself cut.  
Principal verb: GED hoCo Am hUZUm IR hoCo LE GE [IR+hoCo+LE+GE]| First,  

you get  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
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Auxiliary verb: LEn GE Auxiliary verb: LE GE 
 

Table 6.4 
 

In the table 6.5 shown below, we have given examples of direct strong forms of verb 
structures of transitive verb IR with animate subject and direct inanimate object, and having the 
verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them. In this case, there is also a direct animate object to the 
principal verb consisting of main verb IR and verb qualifier oCo/hoCo .  This animate object 
is direct because the verb structure is in direct strong form. Unlike in case of example in table 6.4, 
we may also use an intransitive verb as main verb in place of transitive verb IR. If the main verb 
is transitive in these forms of verb structures, then the object of the main verb must be  inanimate. 
Also if this object is omitted , then the main verb behaves like an intransitive verb. 
 

 Tense of the Forms Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb IR having the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them, and 

with animate object to the 
principal verb 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb IR having the verb qualifier oCo/hoCo in them, and 
with inanimate object to the 

principal verb 
1. Present/future 

indefinite 
tense(SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF) Am UnI hUZUm [hUZU+Am] IR hoCoYEYA [IR+hoCo+E+A]| You will 

make him cut the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYEYA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

Am hUZUm [hUZU+Am] IR hoCoYA [IR+hoCo+A]| 
You will get  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYA 
Auxiliary verb: none 

2. Future persistent 
indefinite tense (RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo KAYA [IR+hoCo+KA+E+A]| You 

will continue to make him cut the 
paddy(until it is over). 
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAYA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo KAG_A [IR+hoCo+KAG+A]| You 
will continue to get the paddy cut 
(until it is over). 
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAG_A 

3. Present continuous 
tense (CoLoT nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCoYE  KAnA [IR+hoCo+E+KAn+A]| You 

are making him cut  the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYE 
Auxiliary verb: KAnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCoYEG A [IR+hoCo+EG+A]| You are 
getting  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYEG 
Auxiliary verb: A 

4. Present persistent 
continuous tense (RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo KAY KAnA [IR+hoCo+KA+E+KAn+A]| You are continuing to make him 

cut  the paddy(until it is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo  
Auxiliary verb: KAY KAnA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo KAG KAnA [IR+hoCo+KAG+KAn+A]| 
You are continuing to get  the 
paddy cut (until it is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo  
Auxiliary verb: KAG KAnA 

5. Present perfect tense (SA.TEn nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo AKAD DEYA [IR+hoCo+AKAD+E+A]| 
You have made him cut  the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo Am hUZUm IR hoCo AKAG_A [IR+hoCo+AKAG+A]| You 

have got  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR 
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Auxiliary verb: AKAD DEYA Auxiliary verb: AKAG_A 
6. Past indefinite tense (SUPUR EnAF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo KEDEYA [IR+hoCo+KED+E+A]| You 

made him cut  the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KEDEYA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo KEG_A [IR+hoCo+KEG+A]| You got  
the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KEG_A 

7. Past perfect tense (SA.TEn EnAF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo LEDEYA [IR+hoCo+LED+E+A]| You 
had made him cut  the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEDEYA 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo LEG_A [IR+hoCo+LEG+A]| You 
had got  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LEG_A 

8. Present imperative 
tense (BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZU IR hoCoYE mE [IR+hoCo+E+mE]|  

Make him cut  the paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoYE 
Auxiliary verb: mE Am hUZU IR hoCoY mE [IR+hoCo+mE]| Get  the 

paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCoY 
Auxiliary verb: mE 

9. Present persistent 
imperative tense (RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZU IR hoCo KAY mE [IR+hoCo+KA+E+mE]| You  

continue to make him cut  the 
paddy  (till it is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAY mE 

Am hUZU IR hoCo KAG mE [IR+hoCo+KAG+mE]| You  
continue to get the paddy  cut(till it 
is over).  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: KAG mE 

10. Present informative 
tense (JAnAWI nIToF nAF) Am UnI hUZUm IR hoCo LE GE [IR+hoCo+LE+GE]| 

First,  you make him cut  the 
paddy.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

Am hUZUm IR hoCo LE GE [IR+hoCo+LE+GE]| First,  
you get  the paddy cut.  
Principal verb: IR hoCo 
Auxiliary verb: LE GE 

 
Table 6.5 

7 Synthesis of Other Kinds of Sentences 
 
 

8 Postpositions, Adverbs and Conjunctions  
 

8.1 Postpositions 
 

Basic Postpositions: TE, RE, KHon, DHA.BIJ, DHA.RIJ, hA.BIJ, tHEn, SED, LA.GID, SALAG, SAV, TULUJ, KHA.TIR, REYAG, RIn, LEKA . 
Compound Postpositions: SEDTE, SEDRE, SEDKHon, KATE, LEKATE, LEKARE . 
Postpositional Qualifiers: CETAn, LATAR, BHIT_RI, BAhRE, TAYom, mAZAF, SUR, PHARAK, JHA.L, SA.GIQ, TALA, DHARE, Cot 
Postpositional Phrase: CETAn RE,  
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8.2 Adverbs 
 

Simple Adverbs: 
Relative or Conjunctive Adverbs: 
Interrogative Adverbs: 
Simple Adverbs: 
Simple Adverbs of Time: TEhEQ, hoLA, mAhDER, onmAhDER, GAPA, mEYAF, ENDRAY, nIToG, nIToF, EnAF, DHInA.F, TARASIQ, BA.SYA.m, mANJAn, SETAG, A.YUB. 
Simple Adverbs of Place: 
Simple Adverbs of Manner: 
Simple Adverbs of Quantity: 
Simple Adverbs of Cause/Effect: 
Simple Adverbs of Frequency: 
Simple Adverbs of Affirmation and Negation: 
 
Relative or Conjunctive Adverbs: 
 
Interrogative Adverbs: 
Basic Interrogative Adverbs: CED, CEDAG, oKA, TIn, TInA.G, TIS. 
Compound  Interrogative Adverbs: 
Interrogative Adverbial Qualifiers: 
Interrogative Adverbial Phrase: 

8.3 Conjunctions 
 

Postpositional Conjunctions: KHAn, LEKHAn, KHA.TIR, TE, JohoJ, JoKHoJ, TULUJ, mAZAF, TAYom, REhoN, 
True Conjunctions: IKHA.J, mEnKHAn, AR, JUDI, EnKHAn, 

9 Conclusions 
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Appendix A: Tables of  Suffixed Forms of Verbs 
 
Appendix A1: Tables of  Suffixed Forms of Weak Intransitive Verbs 
 

Some of these verbs can assume direct strong forms, but they are not used alone as main verb 
in these forms simply because they do not make proper sense as a main verb in these forms. 
However, they may be used as a part of a main verb in these forms, and hence, for the sake of 
completeness,  the direct strong forms of some of the verbs in this table are also given. 
 

Root/ 
Reciprocal 

Form of Verbs 
in Santali 

Meaning of 
Verbs in 
English 

Weak Present 
Form 

Strong  Present 
Continuous 

Form  

Strong  Past 
Continuous 

Form  omon To sprout omonoG ------ ------ TARKo To vibrate TARKoG ------ ------ TAhEN To stay TAhENn ------ ------ THIR To become quiet  THIRUG ------ ------ GoJ To die GUJUG ------ ------ LANGA To get tired LANGAG ------ ------ AB To sit (bird) ABoG ------ ------ ANGoG To yawn ANGoG ------ ------ A.TU To move along 
with the stream 

A.TUG ------ ------ IKZUm To kneel down IKZUmoG ------ ------ hA.SUR To set (sun) hA.SURoG ------ ------ hUY To happen hUYUG hUYEG hUYED hENJ To come hIJUG ------ ------ So To become rotten SoG   SEn To go SEnoG ------ ------ QIR To flee away QIR ------ ------ RA.GI To become angry RA.GIG ------ ------ REBEn To comply with REBEnoG ------ ------ RUWA. To get fever RUWA.G ------ ------ CALAW To go CALAG ------ ------ CACo To walk (children) CACoG ------ ------ DUDXZUm To feel drowsy DUDXZUm ------ ------ DUZUB To sit DUZUB ------ ------ PAYRA To swim PAYRAG ------ ------ BoLo To enter BoLon ------ ------ BUL To become drunk BULUG ------ ------ BURUm To lie down 
(animal) 

BURUmoG ------ ------ 
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Appendix A2: Tables of Suffixed Forms of Strong Intransitive Verbs 
 

These verbs are mostly used in strong form of verb structures as intransitive verb. However, a 
few of these verbs may be used in some of the tenses of weak form of verb structures as 
intransitive verbs in which the involvement of the subject in performing the action is much less 
compared to that in the corresponding strong form.  
 

Root/ 
Reciprocal 

Form of Verbs 
in Santali 

Meaning of 
Verbs in 
English 

Weak Present 
Form  

Strong  Present 
Continuous 

Form  

Strong  Past 
Continuous 

Form  TAZAm To walk ------ TAZAmEG TAZAmED TERDEJ To light with 
moonlight 

TERDEJoG TERDEJEG TERDEJED THAYo To clap ------ THAYoYEG THAYoYED THU To spit ------ THUYEG THUYED GAR To draw a line ------ GAREG GARED LANDA To laugh ------ LANDAYEG LANDAYED AKAL To have poor rain ------ AKALEG AKALED A.CHIm To sneeze ------ A.CHImEG A.CHImED KHUG To cough KHUG KHUGEG KHUGED JohAR To salute ------ JohAREG JohARED JA.PID To sleep ------ JA.PIDEG JA.PIDED JA.PUD To rain 
incessantly  

------ JA.PUDEG JA.PUDED SAhED To breathe ------ SAhEDEG SAhEDED SAVAY To have good rain ------ SAVAYEG SAVAYED SITUF To become 
sunny(weather) 

SITUFoG SITUFEG SITUFED hoY To flow air ------ hoYEG hoYED hUdUR To thunder ------ hUdUREG hUdURED RAG To cry ------ RAGEG RAGED RA.SKA. To rejoice RA.SKA.G RA.SKAYEG RA.SKAYED CAhAB To open mouth ------ CAhABEG CAhABED Don To jump ------ DonEG DonED DAG To rain ------ DAGEG DAGED DA.Z To run ------ DA.ZEG DA.ZED PHADA To become clear 
(weather) 

PHADAG PHADAYEG PHADAYED PHANDA To kick ------ PHANDAYEG PHANDAYED nUnU To drink milk 
from the breast 

nUnU nUnUYEG nUnUYED BENGED To be awake ------ BENGEDEG BENGEDED 
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Appendix A3: Tables of Suffixed Forms of  Strong Transitive Verbs 
 

Some of these verbs may be used both as a transitive verb as well as an intransitive verb in 
direct strong form. This feature is also present in other languages as well including English. 
When these verbs are used in weak present form(if possible), they may have one or more of the 
following semantics, viz.,  reflexive, intransitive, pseudo-transitive, transitive with active voice 
semantics, and transitive with passive voice semantics, depending on the subject, and the meaning 
of the verb. 
 

Root/ 
Reciprocal 

Form of Verbs  
in Santali 

Meaning of 
Verbs in 
English 

Weak Present 
Form  

Strong Present 
Continuous 

Form 

Strong Past 
Continuous 

Form  oG To blow smoke 
into a hole 

o~GoG o~GEG o~GED oF To blow air o~FoG o~FEG o~FED oL To write oLoG, oLoGoG oLEG oLED oR To pull oRoG oREG oRED oCoG To remove oCoGoG oCoGEG oCoGED ToL To tie ToLoG ToLEG ToLED ToPA To bury ToPAG ToPAYEG ToPAYED ToPAG To tear a rope ToPAGoG ToPAGEG ToPAGED TUL To lift TULUG TULEG TULED TUQ To shoot TUQUG TUQEG TUQED TUD To take off TUDUG TUDEG TUDED TEQ To knit (a cot) TEQoG TEQEG TEQED GoJ To die or to kill GUJUG ----- GoJED GA.DUR To scratch GA.DURoG GA.DUREG GA.DURED GIdI To throw as 
useless 

GIdIG GIdIYEG GIdIYED GED To cut GEDoG GEDEG GEDED Lo To burn LoG LoYEG LoYED LoLo To heat LoLoG LoLoYEG LoLoYED LA.Y To tell LA.YUG LA.YEG LA.YED ATAR To burn ATARoG ATAREG ATARED A.TKIR To take away ------ A.TKIREG A.TKIRED AD To lose ADoG ADEG ADED AMGo To bring down, 
to come down 

AMGon AMGoYEG AMGoYED ANJom To listen ANJomoG ANJomEG ANJomED A.GU To bring A.GUG A.GUYEG A.GUYED A.KHRIQ To sell A.KHRIQoG A.KHRIQEG A.KHRIQED A.RUB To wash A.RUBoG A.RUBEG A.RUBED A.CUR To rotate A.CURoG A.CUREG A.CURED KIRIQ To buy KIRIQoG KIRIQEG KIRIQED KULI To ask ------ KULIYEG KULIYED KUDA.W To chase ------ KUDA.WEG KUDA.WED Jom To eat JomoG, JomEG JomED 
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JomoGoG JotED To touch JotEDoG JotEDEG JotEDED JI To smell JIG JIYEG JIYED ISIn To cook ISInoG ISInEG ISInED IR To cut crops or 
grass 

IRUG, IRUGoG IREG IRED IDI To take IDIG IDIYEG IDIYED IMIJ To put off IMIJoG IMIJEG IMIJED SAhA To move aside SAhAG SAhAYEG SAhAYED SEREQ To sing ------ SEREQEG SEREQED hATAW To take hATAG hATAWEG hATAWED hUDIS To think ------ hUDISEG hUDISED QAm To get, To look 
for 

QAmoG QAmEG QAmED QEL To see QELoG QELEG  QELED QU To drink ------ QUYEG QUYED QUm To give a name ------ QUmEG QUmED RohoY To plant (a tree) RohoYoG RohoYEG RohoYED RAKAB To lift, to climb RAKAB RAKABEG RAKABED RU To beat a drum ------ RUYEG RUWED Um To take bath UmUG UmEG UmED UYhA.R To remember UYhA.RoG UYhA.REG UYhA.RED UD To swallow ------ UDEG UDED UDUG To show UDUGoG UDUGEG UDUGED CAPAD To throw CAPADoG CAPADEG CAPADED CEKA To do, to happen CEKAG CEKAYEG CEKAYED CED To learn CEDoG CEDEG CEDED DAL To beat DALoG DALEG DALED DA.RUZ To throw (a 
stone) 

DA.RUZoG DA.RoZEG DA.RUZED DUL To pour DULUG DULEG DELED EGER To scold ------ EGEREG EGERED Em To give EmoG, EmoGoG EmEG EmED PARom To cross PARomoG PARomEG PARomED nEhoR To pray nEhoRoG nEhoREG nERoRED tHA.WKA. To decide tHA.WKA.G tHA.WKA.YEG tHA.WKA.YED 
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Appendix A4: Tables of Suffixed Forms of Transitive Verbs with Indirect Objects 
 

These verbs belong either to the category of strong intransitive verbs or to the category of 
strong transitive verbs, but they can be used as transitive verbs with indirect objects. If the strong 
present form for a verb is not present below, it only means that the verb cannot used properly 
with indirect inanimate object, and it is normally used with a indirect animate object, and a direct 
inanimate object. 
 

Root/Reciprocal 
Form of Verbs  in 

Santali 

Meaning of Verbs in 
English 

Strong Present Form Strong Past Form oTA To press oTAhAG oTAhAD oL To write oLAG oLAD oF To blow air o~FAG o~FAD oR To pull oRAG oRAD ToL To tie ToLAG ToLAD TUL To lift ------ TULAD TUQ To shoot TUQAG TUQAD TEQ To knit (a cot) ------ TEQAD THU To spit THUWAG THUWAD GoJ To kill ------ GoJAD GA.DUR To scratch GA.DURAG GA.DURAD GED To cut GE~DAG GEDAD Lo To burn LoWAG LoWAD LoLo To heat LoLoWAG LoLoWAD LANDA To laugh LANDAhAG LANDAhAD LA.Y To tell ------ LAYA.D ATAR To burn ATARAG ATARAD AMGo To bring down ------ AMGoWAD A.GU To bring ------ A.GUWAD KUSI To like KUSIYAG KUSIYAD KUtA.m To hammer KUtA.mAG KUtA.mED JotED To touch JotEDAG JotEDAD JI To smell JIYAG JIYAD RA.SKA. To rejoice RA.SKA.hAG RA.SKA.hAD Don To jump DonAG DonAD DAL To beat DALAG DALAD DAG To rain DAGAG DAGAD PAZAG To cut into small pieces PAZAGAG PAZAGAD PHADA To make space empty PHADAhAG PHADAhAD PHANDA To kick PHANDAhAG PHANDAhAD nEhoR To pray nEhoRAG nEhoRAD 
 



A Framework for Learning Santali                       R. C. Hansdah and N. C. Murmu 

 
 

 
Copyright © 2005  by the Authors.  All rights reserved.                                                             91 

Appendix B: List of Important Terms along with Their Equivalence in Santali 
 

Names of Terms in English Names of Equivalent Terms in Santali 
Action KA.mI 
Action-centric form of verb KAnWA REYAG KA.mI_SAmAF RUP 
Adjective GUnUn 
Adverb TonoZ 
Affirmative sentence hEN_mEnET A.YA.T 
Aka form of verb structure KAnAA JoZAW REYAG AKA RUP 
Animate object JIWIYAn JoToS 
Assertive sentence mEnET A.YA.T 
Attribute GUn 
Auxiliary verb GoGXZo KAnWA 
Base component of verb structure KAnWA JoZAW REYAG PHEZAT hA.tIQ 
Base form of verb KAnWA REYAG PHEZAT RUP 
Basic form of verb structure KAnWA JoZAW REYAG mUL RUP 
Bound emphasizer ToL oJA 
Cause KARon 
Causal KARonI 
Clause KHA:ZIJ A.YA.T 
Common gender JA.T JAnAF 
Comparison TULonA 
Complex sentence KoCE A.YA.T 
Component hA.tIQ 
Compound main verb ToFGE mUL KAnWA 
Compound sentence ToFGE A.YA.T 
Condition SoRTo 
Conditional SoRTo_mEnED 
Conjunction TonoF 
Contrast ToPHAT 
Direct  animate object JIWIYAn SAmAF JoToS 
Direct  inanimate object BIn_JIWIYAn SAmAF JoToS 
Direct object SAmAF JoToS 
Direct strong form SAmAF DoZho RUP 
Dual Number BAR GotAn 
Emphasizer oJA 
Emphasizing infix AJAYED TALA_LAtHA 
Existential infix mEnAG TALA_LAtHA 
Feminine Gender KUZI JAnAF 
First person mAMAF GoRon 
Free emphasizer BIn_ToL oJA 
Form RUP 
Fully truncated simple sentence PURA. BHUYLUF A.YA.T 
Future continuous tense CoLoT DARAY nAF 
Future indefinite tense SUPUR DARAY nAF 
Future perfect tense SA.TEn DARAY nAF 
Future persistent indefinite tense RoGoZIYA. SUPUR DARAY nAF 
Future tense DARAY nAF 
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Gender JAnAF 
Grammar RonoZ 
Grammarian RonoZIYA. 
Imperative sentence BoRATI A.YA.T 
Inanimate object BIn_JIWIYAn JoToS 
Indirect  animate  object JIWIYAn SA.GIQ JoToS 
Indirect inanimate  object BIn_JIWIYAn SA.GIQ JoToS 
Indirect object SA.GIQ JoToS 
Indirect strong form SA.GIQ DoZho RUP 
Infix TALA_LAtHA 
Informative sentence JAnAWI A.YA.T 
Instant of Time tAZAF 
Interrogative sentence KUKLI A.YA.T 
Intransitive verb onoG KAnWA, BIn_JoToSI KAnWA 
Main verb mUL KAnWA 
Masculine gender KoZA JAnAF 
Mixed sentence mESA A.YA.T 
Mutated PALAtAKAn 
Mutated form of verb  KAnWA REYAG PALAtAKAn RUP 
Negative sentence BAF_mEnET A.YA.T 
Neuter gender hAD JAnAF 
Noun QUnUm 
Number GotAn 
Object JoToS 
Object infix JoToS TALA_LAtHA 
Partially truncated simple sentence ADHA BHUYLUF A.YA.T 
Past continuous tense CoLoT EnAF nAF 
Past indefinite tense SUPUR EnAF nAF 
Past perfect tense SA.TEn EnAF nAF  
Past persistent continuous tense RoGoZIYA. CoLoT EnAF nAF 
Past persistent indefinite tense RoGoZIYA. SUPUR EnAF nAF 
Past repetitive tense DohZAWI EnAF nAF 
Past persistent repetitive tense RoGoZIYA. DohZAWI EnAF nAF 
Past tense EnAF nAF 
Person GoRon 
Personal pronoun GoRonI UQUm 
Phrase A.ZA._GABAn 
Plural number SANGE GotAn 
Postposition GA.nA:t 
Postpositional Conjunction GA.nA:tI TonoF 
Predicate mUTA.nAG KATHA 
Prefix BohoG_LAtHA 
Present continuous tense CoLoT nIToF nAF 
Present/future indefinite tense SUPUR nIToF_DARAY nAF 
Present immediate tense SoFGE nIToF nAF 
Present imperative tense BoRATI nIToF nAF 
Present indefinite tense SUPUR nIToF nAF 
Present informative tense JAnAWI nIToF nAF 
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Present perfect tense SA.TEn nIToF nAF 
Present persistent continuous tense RoGoZIYA. CoLoT nIToF nAF 
Present persistent immediate tense RoGoZIYA. SoFGE nIToF nAF 
Present persistent imperative tense RoGoZIYA. BoRATI nIToF nAF 
Present  tense nIToF nAF 
Principal verb BUtA. KAnWA 
Pronoun UQUm 
Purpose hoR_dAhAR 
Qualifier JEnED 
Qualitative GUnI 
Quality GUn 
Reciprocal EPEmI 
Reciprocal form of verb KAnWA REYAG EPEmI RUP 
Reflexive TAKERI 
Result PHoL 
Root REhED 
Root form of verb KAnWA REYAG REhED RUP 
Second person BARAG GoRon, DoSAR GoRon 
Sentence A.YA.T 
Simple main verb SoJHE mUL KAnWA 
Simple sentence SoJHE A.YA.T 
Singular number mID GotAn 
Strong form of verb  structure KAnWA JoZAW REYAG DoZho RUP 
Strong intransitive verb BIn_JoToSI DoZho KAnWA 
Strong past form EnAF DoZho RUP 
Strong past continuous form EnAF CoLoT DoZho RUP 
Strong present form nIToF DoZho RUP 
Strong present continuous form nIToF CoLoT DoZho RUP 
Strong transitive verb JoToSI DoZho KAnWA 
Strong verb DoZho KAnWA 
Subject mUTA.n 
Subject infix mUTA.n TALA_LAtHA 
Suffix CUPI_LAtHA 
Suffixed CUPI_LAtHAhAKAn 
Suffixed form of verb KAnWA REYAG CUPI_LAtHAhAKAn RUP 
Third person PEYAG GoRon, TESAR GoRon 
Tine oKTo, SomoY 
Tense nAF 
Terminator suffix mUCA.D CUPI_LAtHA 
Truncated simple sentence BHUYLUF A.YA.T 
Truncated verb structure BHUYLUF KAnWA JoZAW 
Transitive verb EnED KAnWA, JoToSI KAnWA 
Verb KAnWA 
Verbal suffix KAnWA CUPI_LAtHA 
Verb qualifier KAnWA JEnED 
Verb structure KAnWA JoZAW 
Weak form of verb KAnWA REYAG LICA.Z RUP 
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Weak form of verb structure KAnWA JoZAW REYAG LICA.Z RUP 
Weak present form nIToF LICA.Z RUP 
Weak intransitive verb BIn_JoToSI LICA.Z KAnWA 
Weak verb LICA.Z KAnWA 
Whole verb GotA KAnWA 
With object JoToSI 
Without object BIn_JoToSI 
Word A.ZA. 
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Appendix C: Tables of Forms of Verb Structures 
 

In all the tables except C1, two forms of verb structures are given for each tense with the 
exception of future continuous tense. In the first form, the word preceding the verb is emphasized, 
and in the second form, the verb itself is emphasized. Future continuous tense is in aka-form 
which requires subject infix, and therefore, only one form is possible. But, for the sake of 
uniformity, the same form is shown in both the columns. In table C1, the verb structure is in weak 
form with inanimate subject. Hence, there is no bound emphasizer corresponding to the subject, 
and only one form is possible. 
 
Appendix C1: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb QUR with SAKAm as the 

inanimate subject. 
Appendix C2: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb SEn with IQ as the animate 

subject. 
Appendix C3: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb hENJ with ALAF as the 

animate subject. 
Appendix C13:  Direct strong forms of verb structures of intransitive verb DA.Z with GA.dI 

as the inanimate subject. 
Appendix C24:   Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb PHURCA. with UnKU 

as the animate subject and oZAG as the direct inanimate object. 
Appendix C25:  Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb  JotED with UnI as 

the animate subject and IQ as the direct animate object. 
Appendix C34:  Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb A.RUB with ABo as 

the animate subject and A.KIn as the direct animate object. 
Appendix C36:  Indirect strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb KUSI with A.LIQ as 

the animate subject and  BHoZoK as the indirect inanimate object. 
Appendix C37:  Indirect strong  forms of  verb structures of  transitive  verb LA.Y with   Am as 

the animate subject and  IQ as the indirect animate object. 
Appendix C47:  Indirect strong  forms of  verb structures of  transitive  verb hoho with   IQ 

as the animate subject and  AKo as the indirect animate object. 
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Appendix C1: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb QUR with SAKAm as the 
inanimate subject.. With inanimate subjects, the persistent forms essentially mean that the action 
of the verb would continue till it gets terminated on its own. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Weak Forms of Verb Structures of Intransitive Verb QUR with SAKAm as the Inanimate Subject 
1. Present/future 

indefinite tense 
mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG A| A leaf will fall. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG A nHAG| A leaf will fall. 
3. Future persistent 

indefinite  tense 
mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG_A| A leaf will  continue to fall(till it rests 
on some surface). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR AKA TAhENnA| A leaf will be falling. 
5. Future perfect tense mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG_A nHAG| A leaf will have fallen. 
6. Present continuous 

tense 
mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG KAnA| A leaf is falling. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG KAnA| A leaf is continuing  to fall(till it 
rests on some surface). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR AKAnA| A leaf has fallen 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG mA| I wish that a leaf should fall.  

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG mA| I wish that a leaf should continue to 
fall(till it rests on some surface). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR LEn GE| Let a leaf fall. 

12. Past indefinite tense mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR EnA| A leaf fell. 
13. Past continuous 

tense 
mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG KAn TAhENJ| A leaf was falling. 

14. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG KAn TAhENJ| A leaf was continuing to 
fall(till it rested on some surface). 

15. Past perfect tense mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR LEnA| A leaf had fallen(before another 
implied event). 

16. Past repetitive tense mIDtIJ SAKAm QURUG TAhENJ| A leaf used to fall. 
17. Past persistent 

repetitive tense 
mIDtIJ SAKAm QUR KoG TAhENJ| A leaf used to fall(till it rested 
on some surface). 
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Appendix C2: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb SEn with IQ as the animate 
subject. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Weak Forms of Verb Structures 
of Intransitive Verb SEn with IQ 

as the Subject and Emphasis on  
the Word Preceding the Verb SEn 

Weak Forms of Verb Structures 
of Intransitive Verb SEn with IQ 

as the Subject and Emphasis on  
the Verb SEn 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

I~QIQ SEnoG A| I shall go. IQ SEnoG A.Q| I shall go. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

I~QIQ SEnoG A nHAG| I 
shall go.  

IQ SEnoG A.Q nHAG| I shall 
go. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

I~QIQ SEn KoG_A| I shall 
continue to go(with a view to reach 
the destination, and remain there). 

IQ SEn KoG A.Q| I shall 
continue to go(with a view to reach 
the destination, and remain there). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

IQ SEn AKA.Q TAhENnA| I 
shall be going. 

IQ SEn AKA.Q TAhENnA| I 
shall be going. 

5. Future perfect tense I~QIQ SEn KoG_A nHAG| I 
shall have gone. 

IQ SEn KoG A.Q nHAG| I 
shall have gone. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

I~QIQ SEnoG KAnA| I am 
going. 

IQ SEnoG KA.nA.Q| I am 
going. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

I~QIQ SEn KoG KAnA| I am 
continuing to go(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain 
there).  IQ SEn KoG KA.nA.Q| I am 

continuing to go(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain 
there). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

I~QIQ SEn AKAnA| I have 
gone. 

IQ SEn AKAnA.Q| I have 
gone. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

I~QIQ SEnoG mA| I 
order/advise myself to go. 

IQ SEnoG mA.Q| I order/advise 
myself to go. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

I~QIQ SEn KoG mA| I 
order/advise myself to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

IQ SEn KoG mA.Q| I 
order/advise myself to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

I~QIQ SEn LEn GE| Let me 
go. 

IQ SEn LEn GE.Q| Let me go. 

12. Past indefinite tense I~QIQ SEn EnA| I went. IQ SEn E.nA.Q| I went. 
13. Past continuous 

tense 
I~QIQ SEnoG KAn TANhEJ| 
I was going. 

IQ SEnoG KAn TANhEJ IQ| 
I was going. 

14. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

I~QIQ SEn KoG KAn TANhEJ| I was continuing to 
go(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

IQ SEn KoG KAn TANhEJ IQ| I was continuing to go(with a 
view to reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

15. Past perfect tense I~QIQ SEn LEnA| I had 
gone(before another implied event).  

IQ SEn LE.nA.Q| I had 
gone(before another implied event). 

16. Past repetitive tense I~QIQ SEnoG TANhEJ| I used 
to go.  

IQ SEnoG TANhEJ IQ| I used 
to go. 

17. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

I~QIQ SEn KoG TANhEJ| I 
used to go(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

IQ SEn KoG TANhEJ IQ| I 
used to go(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 
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Appendix C3: Weak forms of verb structures of intransitive verb hENJ with ALAF as the 
animate subject. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Weak Forms of Verb Structures of 
Intransitive Verb hENJ with ALAF as the Subject and 

Emphasis on  the Word Preceding 
the Verb hENJ 

Weak Forms of Verb Structures of 
Intransitive Verb hENJ with ALAF 
as the Subject and Emphasis on  the 

Verb hENJ 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

ALAF LAF hIJUG A| Both of us 
shall come. 

ALAF hIJUG ALAF| Both of us 
shall come. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

ALAF LAF hIJUG A nHAG| 
Both of us shall come. 

ALAF hIJUG ALAF nHAG| Both 
of us shall come. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ KoG_A| Both of 
us shall continue to come(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 

ALAF hENJ KoG_A LAF| Both of us 
shall continue to come(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

ALAF hENJ AKA LAF TAhENnA| Both of us shall be 
coming. 

ALAF hENJ AKA LAF TAhENnA| 
Both of us shall be coming. 

5. Future perfect tense ALAF LAF hENJ KoG_A nHAG| 
Both of us  shall have come. 

ALAF hENJ KoG_A LAF nHAG| 
Both of us  shall have come. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

ALAF LAF hIJUG KAnA| Both 
of us are coming. 

ALAF hIJUG KAnALAF| Both of 
us are coming. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ KoG KAnA| 
Both of us are continuing to come(with a 
view to reach the destination, and remain 
there). 

ALAF hENJ KoG KAnALAF| Both 
of us are continuing to come(with a view 
to reach the destination, and remain there). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ AKAnA| Both 
of us  have come. 

ALAF hENJ AKAnALAF| Both of 
us  have come. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

ALAF LAF hIJUG mA| Both of us 
order/advise ourselves to come. 

ALAF hIJUG mALAF| Both of us 
order/advise ourselves to come. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ KoG mA| Both 
of us order/advise ourselves to come(with 
a view to reach the destination, and 
remain there). 

ALAF hENJ KoG mALAF| Both of 
us order/advise ourselves to come(with a 
view to reach the destination, and remain 
there). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ LEn GE| Let 
both of us come. 

ALAF hENJ LEn GELAF| Let both 
of us come. 

12. Past indefinite tense ALAF LAF hENJ EnA| Both of us 
came. 

ALAF hENJ EnALAF| Both of us 
came. 

13. Past continuous 
tense 

ALAF LAF hIJUG KAn TANhEJ| Both of us were coming. 
ALAF hIJUG KAn TANhEJ LAF| 
Both of us were coming. 

14. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ KoG KAn TANhEJ| Both of us  were continuing 
to come(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

ALAF hENJ KoG KAn TANhEJ LAF| Both of us  were continuing to 
come(with a view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). 

15. Past perfect tense ALAF LAF hENJ LEnA| Both of 
us had come(before another implied 
event). 

ALAF hENJ LEnA LAF| Both of us 
had come(before another implied event). 

16. Past repetitive tense ALAF LAF hIJUG TANhEJ| Both 
of us used to come. 

ALAF hIJUG TANhEJ LAF| Both 
of us used to come. 

17. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

ALAF LAF hENJ KoG TANhEJ| 
Both of us used to come(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 

ALAF hENJ KoG TANhEJ LAF| 
Both of us used to come(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 
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Appendix C13: Direct strong forms of verb structures of intransitive verb DA.Z with GA.dI as 
the inanimate subject. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive Verb DA.Z with GA.dI as the Subject 

and Emphasis on  the Word 
Preceding the Verb DA.Z 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Intransitive Verb DA.Z with AJ as the Subject and 

Emphasis on  the Word Preceding 
the Verb DA.Z 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

GA.dIY DA.ZA| The vehicle will 
move. 

AJ E DA.ZA| He will run. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.ZA nHAG| The 
vehicle will move. 

AJ E DA.ZA nHAG| He will run. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z KAG_A| The vehicle 
will continue to move(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 

AJ E DA.Z KAG_A| He will continue 
to run(with a view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

GA.dI DA.Z AKAY TAhENnA| 
The vehicle will be moving. 

AJ  DA.Z AKAY TAhENnA| He 
will be running. 

5. Future perfect tense GA.dIY DA.Z KAG_A nHAG| The 
vehicle would have moved. 

AJ E DA.Z KAG_A nHAG| He 
would have run. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.ZEG_A| The vehicle is 
moving. 

AJ E DA.ZEG_A| He is running. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z KAG KAnA| The 
vehicle is continuing to move(with a 
view to reach the destination, and remain 
there). 

AJ E DA.Z KAG KAnA| He is 
continuing to run(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z AKAG_A| The 
vehicle has moved. 

AJ E DA.Z AKAG_A| He has run. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z mA| Let the vehicle 
move. 

AJ E DA.Z mA|  Let him run. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z KAG mA| Let the 
vehicle move(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

AJ E DA.Z KAG mA|  Let him 
run(with a view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z LE GE| First, let the 
vehicle move. 

AJ E DA.Z LE GE|  First, let him 
run. 

12. Past indefinite tense GA.dIY DA.Z KEG_A| The vehicle 
moved. 

AJ E DA.Z KEG_A| He  ran. 

13. Past continuous 
tense 

GA.dIY DA.ZED TAhENJ| The 
vehicle was moving. 

AJ E DA.ZED TAhENJ| He was 
running. 

14. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z KAG KAn  TAhENJ| The vehicle was continuing 
to move(with a view to reach the 
destination, and remain there). 

AJ E DA.Z KAG KAn TAhENJ| He 
was continuing to run(with a view to reach 
the destination, and remain there). 

15. Past perfect tense GA.dIY DA.Z LEG_A| The vehicle 
had moved. 

AJ E DA.Z LEG_A| He  had ran. 

16. Past repetitive tense GA.dIY DA.Z TAhENJ| The vehicle 
used to move. 

AJ E DA.Z TAhENJ| He used to run. 

17. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

GA.dIY DA.Z KAG TAhENJ| The 
vehicle used to move(with a view to 
reach the destination, and remain there). 

AJ E DA.Z KAG TAhENJ| He used 
to run(with a view to reach the destination, 
and remain there). 
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Appendix C24: Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb PHURCA. with UnKU 
as the animate subject and oZAG as the direct inanimate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb PHURCA. with UnKU as the 

Animate Subject,  oZAG as the 
Direct Inanimate Object and 

Emphasis on  the Word Preceding 
the Verb PHURCA. 

Direct  Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb PHURCA. with UnKU as the 

Animate Subject,  oZAG as the 
Direct Inanimate Object and 

Emphasis on  the Verb PHURCA. 
1. Present/future 

indefinite tense 
UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.YA| They 
will clean the house.  

UnKU oZAG PHURCA.YA Ko| They will 
clean the house. 

2. Future indefinite tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.YA nHAG| 
They will clean the house.  

UnKU oZAG PHURCA.YA Ko nHAG| 
They will clean the house. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG_A| 
They will continue to clean the house(till it 
becomes clean) 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG_A Ko| 
They will continue to clean the house(till it 
becomes clean). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. AKA Ko TAhENnA| They will be cleaning  the 
house.  

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. AKA Ko TAhENnA| They will be cleaning  the house. 

5. Future perfect tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG_A nHAG| They will have cleaned the house.  
UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG_A Ko nHAG| They will have cleaned the house. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.YEG_A| 
They are cleaning the house.  

UnKU oZAG PHURCA.YEG_A Ko| They 
are cleaning the house. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG KAnA| They are continuing to clean the 
house(till it becomes clean). 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG KAnA Ko| 
They are continuing to clean the house(till it 
becomes clean). 

8. Present perfect tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. AKAG_A| 
They have cleaned the house. 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. AKAG_A Ko| 
They have cleaned the house. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.Y mA| Let 
them clean the house. 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA.Y mA Ko| Let 
them clean the house. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG mA| 
Let them continue to clean the house(till it 
becomes clean). 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG mA Ko| 
Let them continue to clean the house(till it 
becomes clean). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. LE GE| 
First, let them clean the house. 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. LE GE Ko| First, 
let them clean the house. 

12. Past indefinite tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KEG_A| 
They cleaned the house. 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KEG_A Ko| They  
cleaned the house. 

13. Past persistent 
indefinite tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAD_A| 
They continued to clean the house(till it 
became clean). 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAD_A Ko| 
They continued to clean the house(till it became 
clean). 

14. Past continuous tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.YED TAhENJ| They were cleaning the house.  
UnKU oZAG PHURCA.YED TAhENJ Ko| 
They were cleaning the house. 

15. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG KAn TAhENJ| They were continuing to clean the 
house(so that it becomes clean). 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG KAn TAhENJ Ko| They were continuing to clean 
the house(so that it becomes clean). 

16. Past perfect tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. LEG_A| 
They had cleaned the house. 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. LEG_A Ko| They  
had cleaned the house. 

17. Past repetitive tense UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA.Y TAhENJ| 
They used to clean the house.  

UnKU oZAG PHURCA.Y TAhENJ Ko| 
They used to clean the house. 

18. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

UnKU oZAG Ko PHURCA. KAG TAhENJ| They used to clean the 
house(until it was fully clean). 

UnKU oZAG PHURCA. KAG TAhENJ Ko| They used to clean the house(until it was 
fully clean). 
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Appendix C25: Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb JotED with UnI as 
the animate subject and IQ as the direct animate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb JotED with UnI as the Animate 

Subject,  IQ as the Direct Animate 
Object and Emphasis on  the Word 

Preceding the Verb JotED 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb JotED with UnI as the Animate 

Subject,  IQ as the Direct Animate 
Object and Emphasis on  the Verb JotED 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

UnI IQE JotED IQA| He will 
touch me. 

UnI IQ JotED IQAY| He will 
touch me. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED IQA nHAG| He 
will touch me. 

UnI IQ JotED IQAY nHAG| He 
will touch me. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

UnI IQE JotED KA.QA| He will 
continue to touch me(till some desired 
objective is achieved). 

UnI IQ JotED KA.QAY| He will 
continue to touch me(till some desired 
objective is achieved). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

UnI IQ JotED AKAY TAhENnA| He will be touching me. 
UnI IQ JotED AKAY TAhENnA| 
He will be touching me. 

5. Future perfect tense UnI IQE JotED KA.QA nHAG| 
He will have touched me. 

UnI IQ JotED KA.QAY nHAG| 
He will have touched me. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED IQ KAnA| He is 
touching me. 

UnI IQ JotED IQ KAnAY| He is 
touching me. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

UnI IQE JotED KA.Q KAnA| 
He is continuing to touch me(till some 
desired objective is achieved). 

UnI IQ JotED KA.Q KAnAY| He 
is continuing to touch me(till some desired 
objective is achieved). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED AKAD DIQA| 
He has touched me. 

UnI IQ JotED AKAD DIQAY| He 
has touched me. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED IQ mA| Let him 
touch me. 

UnI IQ JotED IQ mAY| Let him 
touch me. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

UnI IQE JotED KA.Q mA| Let 
him continue to touch me(till some 
desired objective is achieved). 

UnI IQ JotED KA.Q mAY| Let him 
continue to touch me(till some desired 
objective is achieved). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED LIQ GE| First, 
let him touch me. 

UnI IQ JotED LIQ GEY| First, let 
him touch me. 

12. Past indefinite tense UnI IQE JotED KIDIQA| He 
touched me. 

UnI IQ JotED KIDIQAY| He 
touched me. 

13. Past persistent 
indefinite tense 

UnI IQE JotED KAD DIQA| He 
touched me(till he was satisfied). 

UnI IQ JotED KADIQAY| He 
touched me(till he was satisfied). 

14. Past continuous 
tense 

UnI IQE JotED IQ KAn TAhENJ| He was touching me. 
UnI IQ JotED IQ KAn TAhENJ E| He was touching me. 

15. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

UnI IQE JotED KA.Q KAn TAhENJ| He was continuing to touch 
me(till some desired objective was 
achieved). 

UnI IQ JotED KA.Q KAn TAhENJ E| He was continuing to touch me(till 
some desired objective was achieved). 

16. Past perfect tense UnI IQE JotED LIDIQA| He 
had touched me. 

UnI IQ JotED LIDIQAY| He had 
touched me. 

17. Past repetitive tense UnI IQE JotED IQ TAhENJ| He 
used to touch me. 

UnI IQ JotED IQ TAhENJ E| He 
used to touch me. 

18. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

UnI IQE JotED KA.Q TAhENJ| 
He used to touch me(till some desired 
objective was achieved). 

UnI IQ JotED KA.Q TAhENJ E| 
He used to touch me(till some desired 
objective was achieved). 
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Appendix C34: Direct strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb A.RUB with ABo as 
the animate subject and A.KIn as the direct animate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb A.RUB with ABo as the Animate 
Subject,  A.KIn as the Direct 

Animate Object and Emphasis on  
the Word Preceding the Verb A.RUB 

Direct Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb A.RUB with ABo as the Animate 
Subject,  A.KIn as the Direct 

Animate Object and Emphasis on  
the Verb A.RUB 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KInA| 
We shall wash them. 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KInA Bo| We 
shall wash them. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KInA nHAG| We shall wash them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB KInA Bo nHAG| We shall wash them. 

3. Future persistent 
indefinite tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KInA| We shall continue to wash 
them(till they are presumably clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KInA Bo| 
We shall continue to wash them(till they 
are presumably clean). 

4. Future continuous 
tense 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB AKA Bo TAhENnA| We shall be washing 
them. 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB AKA Bo TAhENnA| We shall be washing them. 

5. Future perfect tense ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KInA nHAG| We shall have washed them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KInA Bo nHAG| We shall have washed them. 

6. Present continuous 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUBED KInA| 
We are washing them. 

ABo A.KIn A.RUBED KInA Bo| 
We are washing them. 

7. Present persistent 
continuous tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KIn KAnA| We are continuing to wash 
them(till they are presumably clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KIn KAnA Bo| We are continuing to wash them(till 
they are presumably clean). 

8. Present perfect 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB AKAD KInA| We have washed them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB AKAD KInA Bo| We have washed them. 

9. Present imperative 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KIn mA| 
Let us wash them. 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KIn mA Bo| 
Let us wash them. 

10. Present persistent 
imperative tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KIn mA| Let us continue to wash them(till 
they are presumably clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KIn mA Bo| Let us continue to wash them(till 
they are presumably clean). 

11. Present informative 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB LEKIn GE| First, let us wash them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB LEKIn GE Bo| First, let us wash them. 

12. Past indefinite tense ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KED KInA| We  washed them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB KED KInA Bo| We  washed them. 

13. Past persistent 
indefinite tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KAD KInA| We  washed them(till they 
were presumably clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KAD KInA Bo| We  washed them(till they were 
presumably clean). 

14. Past continuous 
tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUBED KIn TAhENJ| We were washing them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUBED KIn TAhENJ Bo| We were washing them. 

15. Past persistent 
continuous tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KIn KAn TAhENJ| We were continuing 
to wash them(till they were  presumably 
clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KIn KAn TAhENJ Bo| We were  continuing to 
wash them(till they were  presumably 
clean). 

16. Past perfect tense ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB LED KInA| We  had washed them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB LED KInA Bo| We  had washed them. 

17. Past repetitive tense ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KIn TAhENJ| We used to wash them. 
ABo A.KIn A.RUB KIn TAhENJ Bo| We used to wash them. 

18. Past persistent 
repetitive tense 

ABo A.KIn Bo A.RUB KA.KIn TAhENJ| We used to wash them(till 
they were  presumably clean). 

ABo A.KIn A.RUB KA.KIn TAhENJ Bo| We used to wash them(till they 
were  presumably clean). 
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Appendix C36: Indirect strong forms of verb structures of transitive verb KUSI with A.LIQ as 
the animate subject and  BHoZoK as the indirect inanimate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb KUSI with A.LIQ as the Animate 

Subject, BHoZoK as the Indirect 
Inanimate Object and Emphasis on  

the Word Preceding the Verb KUSI 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb KUSI 

with A.LIQ as the Animate 
Subject,  BHoZoK as the Indirect 
Inanimate Object and Emphasis on  

the Verb KUSI 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG A| We like his funny 
action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG A LIQ| We like his 
funny action. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG A nHAG| We shall 
like his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG A LIQ nHAG| We 
shall like his funny action. 

3. Future continuous 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSI AKA LIQ TAhENnA| We  shall 
be liking his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSI AKA LIQ TAhENnA| We  shall 
be liking his funny action. 

4. Present 
continuous tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG KAnA| We are liking 
his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG KAnA LIQ| We are 
liking his funny action. 

5. Present perfect 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSI AKAWAG_A| We have 
liked his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSI AKAWAG_A LIQ| We have liked 
his funny action. 

6. Present 
imperative tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG mA| Let us like his 
funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG mA LIQ| Let us like 
his funny action. 

7. Past indefinite 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAD A| We liked his funny 
action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAD A LIQ| We liked his 
funny action. 

8. Past continuous 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG KAn TAhENJ| We 
were liking his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG KAn TAhENJ LIQ| 
We were liking his funny action. 

9. Past perfect tense ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAD TAhENJ| We had 
liked his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAD TAhENJ LIQ| We 
had liked his funny action. 

10. Past repetitive 
tense 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK LIQ KUSIYAG TAhENJ| We used to 
like his funny action. 

ALIQ UnIYAG BHoZoK KUSIYAG TAhENJ LIQ| We 
used to like his funny action. 
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Appendix C37: Indirect strong  forms of  verb structures of  transitive  verb LA.Y with   Am as 
the animate subject and  IQ as the indirect animate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb LA.Y with Am as the Animate 
Subject, IQ as the Indirect 

Animate Object and Emphasis on  
the Word Preceding the Verb LA.Y 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb LA.Y 

with Am as the Animate Subject,  IQ as the Indirect Animate Object 
and Emphasis on  the Verb LA.Y 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.QA| You will 
tell me. 

Am IQ LA.Y A.QAm| You will 
tell me. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.QA nHAG| 
You will tell me. 

Am IQ LA.Y A.QAm nHAG| 
You will tell me. 

3. Future continuous 
tense 

Am IQ LA.Y AKAm TAhENnA| You will be telling me. 
Am IQ LA.Y AKAm TAhENnA| 
You will be telling me. 

4. Present 
continuous tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.Q KAnA| 
You are telling me. 

Am IQ LA.Y A.Q KAnAm| You 
are telling me. 

5. Present perfect 
tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y AKAWAD DIQA| You have told me. 
Am IQ LA.Y AKAWAD DIQAm| You have told me. 

6. Present 
imperative tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.Q mA| You 
tell me. 

Am IQ LA.Y A.Q mE| You tell 
me. 

7. Past indefinite 
tense 

Am IQEm LA.YAD DIQA| You 
told me. 

Am IQ LA.YAD DIQAm| You 
told me. 

8. Past continuous 
tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.Q KAn TAhENJ| You were telling me. 
Am IQ LA.Y A.Q KAn TAhENJ Em| You were telling me. 

9. Past perfect tense Am IQEm LA.YAD DIQ TAhENJ| You had told me. 
Am IQ LA.YAD DIQ TAhENJ Em| You had told me. 

10. Past repetitive 
tense 

Am IQEm LA.Y A.Q TAhENJ| 
You used to tell me. 

Am IQ LA.Y A.Q TAhENJ Em| 
You used to tell me. 
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Appendix C47: Indirect strong  forms of  verb structures of  transitive  verb hoho with   IQ as 
the animate subject and  AKo as the indirect animate object. 
 

 Tense of the 
Forms 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb hoho with IQ as the Animate 
Subject, AKo as the Indirect 

Animate Object and Emphasis on  
the Word Preceding the Verb hoho 

Indirect Strong Forms of Verb 
Structures of Transitive Verb hoho with IQ as the Animate 
Subject,  AKo as the Indirect 

Animate Object and Emphasis on  
the Verb hoho 

1. Present/future 
indefinite tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKoWA| I 
shall call them. 

IQ AKo hoho AKoWA.Q| I 
shall call them. 

2. Future indefinite 
tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKoWA nHAG| I shall call them. 
IQ AKo hoho AKoWA.Q nHAG| I shall call them. 

3. Future continuous 
tense 

IQ AKo hoho AKA.Q TAhENnA| I shall be calling 
them. 

IQ AKo hoho AKA.Q TAhENnA| I shall be calling them. 

4. Present 
continuous tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKo KAnA| 
I am calling them. 

IQ AKo hoho AKo KA.nA.Q| 
I am calling them. 

5. Present perfect 
tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKAWAD KoWA| I have called them. 
IQ AKo hoho AKAWAD KOWA.Q| I have called them. 

6. Present 
imperative tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKo mA| 
Let me call them. 

IQ AKo hoho AKo mA.Q| Let 
me call them. 

7. Past indefinite 
tense 

IQ AKo.Q hohoWAD KoWA| I 
called them. 

IQ AKo hohoWAD KOWA.Q| I 
called them. 

8. Past continuous 
tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKo KAn TAhENJ| I was calling them. 
IQ AKo hoho AKo KAn TAhENJ IQ| I was calling them. 

9. Past perfect tense IQ AKo.Q hohoWAD Ko TAhENJ| I had called them. 
IQ AKo hohoWAD Ko TAhENJ IQ| I had called them. 

10. Past repetitive 
tense 

IQ AKo.Q hoho AKo TAhENJ| I used to call them. 
IQ AKo hoho AKo TAhENJ IQ| I used to call them. 

 
 
 
 


